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HOLLIS message

The ReveRend hollis hiscock

interim Priest-in-Charge

Dear friends:
I am honoured to be 

Pries t- in-Charge at St . 
Christopher’s. 

I am thrilled to be working 
with a very faithful, talented 
and dedicated staff.

I  am exci ted  to  be 
ministering with volunteers, 
leaders and other church 
members as we deliver the 
mission to which God has 
called us at this time and 
juncture in our parish’s 
history.

To summarize, I  am 
happy to be here. 

Our Burlington and St. 
Christopher’s arrival

Nearly 13 years ago, 
Helen and I stepped into 
St. Christopher’s Church to 
look around. 

In  la te  Apr i l  20 06, 
as we prepared for my 
re t irement ,  we signed 
documents to purchase 
our first Burlington home 
and decided to drop by St. 
Christopher’s Church office. 
We were unknowns, yet we 
were warmly welcomed 
by the staff and volunteers 
and given advice about 
restaurants where the real 
people of Burlington eat.

Months later, we attended 
Sunday worship on Canada 
Day weekend, and were 
pleasantly surprised and 
touched when several 
people who had welcomed 
us at our initial visit, again 
came and said  hello, 
expressing pleasure that 
we had returned to St. 
Christopher’s.

Helen and I decided St. 
Christopher’s was the kind 
of Church we would like to 
call our spiritual home and 
community, so we stayed.

In January 2007 we 
moved from Toronto to 
Burlington and officially 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of his ordination in 
2014, Hollis looked for a unique way to celebrate. His 
ordination date that year coincided with Burlington’s 
HOPE IN HIGH HEELS walk. So, he donned bright 
pink high heeled shoes and walked the required 
kilometre to show he was part of the solution to end 
violence against women. 

became active members of 
our chosen parish.

To d ay  I  a m  s t i l l  a 
parishioner but have taken 
on the added responsibilities 
of being Priest-in-Charge. 
The combination of these 
two roles is new for me and 
one into which I am growing 
as the weeks go by.

M a i n l y  t h i s  m e a n s 
reaf f irming our faith in 
God and recommitting our 
service to all God’s people 
– it sounds like we are 
embarking on an exciting, 
inspiring and profound 
voyage together.

A bit about me
My career has spanned 

such wonderful experiences 
as teaching at the high 
school and university levels; 
serving as a chaplain at an 
elementary school; working 
at a university film and 
television unit; administering 
a University Ex tension 
Service which offered off 
campus university courses, 
business and professional 
development programs, 
general interest activities, 
ar t s courses, etc.;  and 
editing two diocesan church 
papers.

Coupled with the above 
is over 55 years as an 
ordained minister/priest 
in the Anglican Church of 
Canada. I love working in 
large parishes and have 
been blessed to minister in 
four across Canada. Flowers 
Cove (32 congregations)  
a n d  C o w  H e a d  ( 17 
congregations) Parishes in 
Northern Newfoundland, 
travelling 225 and 175 
kilometres respectively; St. 
Thomas’ Parish St. John’s 

Newfoundland was the 
largest Anglican parish in 
Canada with over 1,100 
families when I served 
there, and St. John’s York 
Mills Toronto, one of the 
largest parishes in Toronto 
Diocese.

In retirement, I have 
served as Interim Minister 
at St. George’s Guelph, St. 
John’s Rockwood, St. Luke’s 
Palermo, Grace Milton, St. 
Cuthbert’s Oakville and 
St. John’s Weston Road 
Toronto. In addition, I have 
conducted worship in over 
25 parishes in Niagara 
Diocese and beyond. For 
eight years I served as Editor 
of the Niagara Anglican 
paper.

Indeed, I  have been 
richly blessed and my 
blessings continue with my 
appointment as Priest-in-
Charge of St. Christopher’s

My philosophy of ministry
My f i r s t  p r io r i t y  i s 

worshipping God, which is 
followed closely by caring 
for God’s people. 

I  b e l i e v e  w e  c a n 
accomplish both through 
a team ministry involving 
each of  us  employing 
effectively the talents, time 
and treasures which God 
has loaned to us for the 
wellbeing of all individuals.

Let’s do what God wants 
us to do, together.
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Happy New Year! 
In last January’s 
W a r d e n ’ s 

Report, I made a promise 
that this year I wouldn’t 
ask anybody ‘are you all 
ready for Christmas?’ I’m 
proud to say I kept my 
promise.  And guess what? 
Christmas came anyway.  I 
hope everyone was as ready 
as they needed to be!  As I 
write this, I find myself in 
the fog between Christmas 
and New Years, unsure what 
day it is, and wondering 
how much longer  the 
leftover Christmas baking 
qualifies as breakfast.  But 
just around the corner lies 
a new day, a new month, a 
new year, and a new decade 
all in one.  Like a fresh 
new notebook or a blank, 
unopened calendar, I hope 
you find the possibilities of 
a new chapter as energizing 
as I do!

B e f o r e  w e  d i v e  i n 
though, we can’t miss this 
opportunity to reflect on 
the Advent and Christmas 
season at St. Christopher’s.  
December was filled with 
special events here at the 
church and this year more 
than ever, I was awed by 
the number of people who 
came together to make 
it all happen.  Staff and 
volunteers worked tirelessly 
to ensure that everything 
went off without a hitch.  

O p e n  D o o r s  r a n  a 
s u cc e s s f u l  C h r i s t m a s 
Families program this year. 
You might have noticed that 
things were a little different, 
with fewer ‘toy’ donations 
and a change to our annual 
Christmas shopping day.  
This year the Christmas 
Families team strived to 
meet the needs of families 
in a way that would have the 
most impact and be most 

Wardens’ report
meaningful.  Families were 
then invited to a special 
Saturday morning to pick 
up their gifts, enjoy some 
refreshments, and receive 
help with wrapping if they 
chose to. With your help, 
we were able to serve 190 
families this year.  A huge 
thank you to Chris tina 
Mulder, Sherri McGurk and 
the many volunteers who 
helped to make this happen, 
and thank you to all those of 
you whose donations made 
it possible.  

In addition, Open Doors 
hosted its annual Christmas 
Dinner where 200+ guests 
had a chance to celebrate 
Christmas a little early with 
a fantastic meal prepared 
by 40 volunteers over the 
course of three days.

In addition to our regular 
Advent services last month, 
there were many special 
services to keep our hearts 
and minds on Christ this 
Christmas season.  Starting 
with the Advent Lessons 
and Carols service when 
we enjoyed music, and 
a beautiful performance 
by the liturgical dancers.  
Thank you to everyone 
who shared your Christmas 
baking with us to make that 
a delicious event.  

O n  D e ce m b e r  21s t 
our Music Director Andy 
Elmhirst gave an incredible 
piano recital.  Andy blesses 
our church with his music 
every week but this was an 
opportunity for us to see 
even more of the scope of 
his skill and to enjoy a wide 
variety of music. Thank you 
Andy for your dedication in 
preparing for this recital. 

December 22nd was our 
4th Advent service and 
farewell service for Reverend 
Michelle Boomgaard.  That 
Sunday morning brought 

everyone from all three 
services together for one 
special gathering of our 
congregation to honour 
Michelle’s time with us 
at St. Christopher’s.  We 
don’t often bring all three 
ser vices together,  and 
there was something very 
meaningful about bringing 
our whole congregation 
together for one service and 
while it was an emotional 
service, it came together 
beautifully.  After the service 
we all enjoyed a beautiful 
luncheon. Thank you to 
Christina Mulder (for the 
amazing charcuterie table) 
and the many others who 
worked together to prepare 
for this event.  

A f t e r  t h e  m o r n i n g 
celebration came our Quiet 
Christmas service in the 
afternoon. This service gave 
people a chance to reflect 
on Christmas away from 
the bustle of the season that 
can sometimes feel chaotic 
or even painful for some. 
Thank you to Reverend Jon 
Forbes for putting together 
a lovely, quiet Christmas 
service.  

Although not officially 
starting as our Interim Priest-
In-Charge until January 
1st, we were delighted to 
welcome Reverend Hollis 
Hiscock to assist with our 
Christmas Eve services.  We 
started off with our children’s 
service at 4 pm when the 
children performed ‘The 
Unfriendly Beasts.’ The 
children worked hard all 
through December and 
their per formance went 
beautifully. Thank you 
to all of the families who 
participated. Huge thank 
you to Jillian Stewart and 
Sherri McGurk who helped 
us to prepare for the pageant 
and to corral all the little 

sheep and other barnyard 
animals on the day of the 
per formance! At 6 pm 
we enjoyed a wonderful 
service led by our 11:30 
band, and at 8 pm the 
choir blessed us with their 
time and talent. Finally, we 
ended the evening with our 
11 pm service when Jon and 
Hollis read the Gospel as a 
three-part dialogue and we 
sang Christmas carols as 
the clock struck midnight.  
Christmas had arrived.  
With close to 800 people 
coming through the doors 
on Christmas Eve we were 
reminded that along with all 
the shopping and the gifts 
and the hectic schedules, 
Christmas is about bringing 
people together, and it was 
a joy to spend Christmas 
Eve coming together with 
all of you.  

And before we knew it, 
2020 was here with much 
to look forward to.  In 
follow-up to our Strategic 
Planning session in the fall, 
we are looking forward to 
building a committee and 
working with Brian Lisson 
to discuss our mission and 
vision for the church and 
how we can work towards 
achieving these goals.  

We will also be looking 
ahead to Vestry, which is 
just around the corner on 
February 23rd, and we 
hope you will mark your 
calendars early to ensure 
that you can be part of the 
conversation and planning 
for the coming year.

On behalf  of all  the 
wardens, we wish you 
a happy 2020. We look 
forward to sharing it with 
you.

Carrie Ford-Jones is 
one of the four wardens 

(Fred Grigsby, Carrie 
Ford-Jones, Erick Nettel & 
Amy Collard) who, along 

with our interim Priest-in-
Charge Rev. Hollis Hiscock 

make up St. Christopher’s 
Corporation

caRRie FoRd-Jones

Warden
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pastoral Care

Rev. Jon FoRbes

Pastoral assoCiate

Happy New Year! 
H a v e  y o u 

n o t i c e d  t h e 
positivity in the building and 
throughout our community? 
It is one of the hallmarks of 
this congregation. This is a 
progressive place, always 
looking to the future. Our 
hope is in Jesus, guided 
by the Holy Spirit, focused 
on God.  

I  s p e n t  s o m e  t i m e 
reading in the week after 
Christmas. David Fitch is 
a Canadian who teaches 
at Northern Seminary in 
Chicago. His book, Faithful 
Presence: Seven Disciplines 
that Shape the Church for 
Mission, has helped me to 
understand the work of the 
church in this day and age. 

K e e p i n g  u p  t h e 
momentum of a faithful 
presence is at the heart 
of the work we do at St. 
Christopher’s. There is a 
discipline to it, and each of 
us contributes to these areas 
in our unique way. But make 
no mistake, this is how we, 
as the church, change the 
world.

Nurturing God’s presence 
in the world to bring about 

God’s Kingdom - 
1. We gather around a table, 

to worship God and to 
eat: Holy Communion, 
Eucharist. I t is about 
being present to each 
other and to God. It is 
physical, something we 
do, and something that 
changes us. So simple, 
yet so important. So how 
do we welcome people 
to the table? In our lives, 
in our community, in our 
homes.

2. Most merciful God, we 
confess that we have 
sinned against you… 
Reconciliation is always 
at the heart of who we are 
as Christians. We don’t 
always do the things we 
should, and we often do 
the things we shouldn’t. 
So we acknowledge these 
things and get on with the 
mission. 

3. We proclaim the gospel. 
We literally speak it into 
being. This is different 
than teaching ,  i t  i s 
storytelling, but with a 
twist. We ask if you can 
see it, can you receive it, 
make it real in your life? 
In the simplest way, this is 

what it means to preach. 
4. We are always called 

to be in a relationship 
with “the least of these”. 
Mathew 25 calls us to see 
the hungry, the thirsty, a 
stranger, the naked, the 
sick, the imprisoned. This 
is not about programs, but 
relationships. Jesus was 
always doing life with 
the people he met. For 
those with eyes to see, 
the Kingdom of God is 
revealed. 

5. J e s u s  s a id  “ l e t  t h e 
little children come to 
me.” (Mark 13). There 
is no other ministry in 
this parish that is more 
important than building 
relationships with young 
people. Being intentional 
to welcome them, and 
support their learning, 
is the beginning of a life 
lived in Christ.

6. Ephesians 4 speaks of 
the 5 gifts given. Some 
are apostles (gathering 
the community), some 
are prophets (speaking 
to reveal God into the 
world), some are pastors 
(tending to the care of 
souls in the midst of the 

community), some are 
evangelis t s (bringing 
Good News to those 
who are hurting), some 
are teachers (explaining 
and deepening people’s 
faith). All of these leaders 
must be present in the 
community to nurture 
God’s presence into the 
Kingdom. 

7. Lord, teach me to pray… 
(Matthew 6) The Lord’s 
Prayer opens us up to 
God’s presence so that 
we may be transformed to 
build the Kingdom here 
in this world. It turns us 
upside down so that we 
can do the same to the 
world we live in. We then 
bring our own prayers 
into the mix and build 
our relationship with 
God, through our walk 
with Christ and with the 
inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. 
The role of the church 

in the world is to organize 
people  to  l ive  in  the 
Kingdom. Thy Kingdom 
come, remember? It should 

not always be about the 
maintenance of existing 
Christians but gathering all 
people into God’s presence. 
If God has already changed 
the world through Jesus 
Christ, then we are called 
to live in that way, in the 
here and now and invite 
everyone we meet to live in 
the way we do. 

This is Good News, my 
friends! Each of us started 
somewhere else on our 
path to God. At some 
point, we came to walk 
with Jesus, and now we 
trust in the Holy Spirit to 
guide us ever onward in 
God’s faithful presence to 
live as Christians in God’s 
Kingdom. 

Let’s get busy. 
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 andy elmhiRsT

direCtor of musiC

MusiC & the perforMing arts

Last Sunday the choir 
sang, as part of the 
anthem, these words 

from an ancient Welsh 
poem:

“…Open you the West 
Door and turn the old year 
go... Open you the East Door 
and let the new year in.” 

Let’s do that now.  

December is always a 
busy month but the addition 
of a piano recital made it 
feel especially full for me.  
•	Our	Advent	Lessons	and	

Carols service was a big 
success.  Many people 
remarked to me about 
the high quality of the 
choir.  We had a big load 
- five significant anthems 
plus many hymns and 
chants.  By any measure, 
o u r  e xe c u t i o n  wa s 
excellent.  We were aided 
by the flute playing of Bev 
Wilson, John Stephen and 
the guitar group, Paul 
Smith on trumpet and 
Jim Wright on percussion.  
The dancers, of course, 
added much to the service 
with Claire Christoff and 
Dinenthi Gamage shining 
through with the duet 
“Thy Kingdom Come” by 
Mark Sirett.  I also heard 
many compliments on 

how the readings were 
handled -  engaging, 
clear, and utilising the full 
potential of the church’s 
architecture.  

•	 The	 next	 day,	 the	 youth	
choir gave a Christmas 
concer t at Lakeshore 
P l a c e  R e t i r e m e n t 
Residence. Our choir of 
ten covered themselves 
in glory. Not only are 
they good singers, they 
a r e  c o u r t e o u s  a n d 
well-spoken. We sang 
Christmas carols both 
secular and religious, 
f a m i l i a r  a n d  r a r e , 
p e r fo r man ce  b a s e d 
and participatory. The 
choristers also helped 
with set up and take down 
of the PA equipment.  
T h e y  h e l p e d  e a c h 
other prepare for the 
performance - sharing 
mutual  suppor t  and 
helpful tips like a true 
team. We enjoyed the 
experience and I think it 
goes without saying that 
they completely won over 
their audience.

•	My	 Piano	 Recital	 for	
the longest night of the 
year seems to be an 
unqualified success. It 
was well attended and, 
as far as I can tell, very 
well received. Thank 

you to all who came and 
gave generously. Over 
$1,900 was brought 
in. This money, af ter 
expenses, will go to the St. 
Christopher’s operating 
b u d ge t .  T hank  yo u 
especially to Carol Henley 
for providing food and 
drink, to Ken Beeby for 
his help with advertising 
and to John Stephen for 
his kind introduction.  

•	 St.	 Christopher’s	 offered	
four unique services on 
Christmas Eve. At the first 
service, the children’s 
pageant was humourous 
and on message.  At 6 
pm, the band showcased 
their enviable musicality.  
At 8 pm, the choir led 
over 300 people in the 
singing of  the some 
of the best music the 
Anglican church has to 
offer. They did so with 
skill, enthusiasm and 
good taste. The evening 
ended at midnight with 
a service that, musically 
speaking, had the feel of 
a fireside carol sing. We 
should be proud of this 
worshipful diversity not 
least because it required 
the loving labours of 
numerous individuals.  
From staff to musicians, 
greeters to servers to 

Eucharistic assistants, 
r eade r s ,  a l t a r  gui ld 
members and wardens, 
our wonderful Christmas 
celebrations required a 
community.  
It only took until January 

2nd for the choir to literally 
open the East Door. We 
marked the end of one 
term and the beginning of 
another with a party at Jane 
and John Stephens’ house.  
The choir and the band have 
already been sounding great 
for the Feast of the Epiphany 
and the Feast of the Baptism 
of the Lord. This is a good 
omen for what’s in store.      
•	 Friday	January	31st	7	pm	

there will be a Coffee 
House hosted by John 
Stephen. This will be a 
pretty chill social evening.  
Just the remedy, I suspect, 
for the winter blues. I’m 
looking forward to it and 
I hope to see you there.    

•	 Every	week	in	the	month	
of February, in recognition 
of Black History Month, 
the choir will present 
a  d i f fe ren t  A f r ican -
American spiritual as the 
Sunday anthem. 

•	 Sunday,	 March	 22nd	
at 4 pm the Burlington 

Civic Chorale and the 
St. Christopher’s Choir 
will present a joint choir 
concert. The details are 
still being hammered out 
but it is safe to say that the 
music on this occasion 
will be excellent. Please 
save the date.  
Sometimes I wonder why 

we labour so ceaselessly. It 
can be a real drag to hit the 
ground running in the first 
couple weeks of January.  
Despite the exhaustion that 
the month of December 
brings, there are anthems, 
hymns, postludes, concerts, 
first practices and curricula 
to plan. Messenger articles, 
reports and countless emails 
to write. I am reminded 
of the first verse from last 
Sunday’s anthem:  

“Here we bring new 
water from the well so clear, 
for to worship God with, this 
happy New Year”.
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chRisTina muldeR

oPen doors

direCtor of Programs & PartnershiPs

And just like that 
2019 has come 
t o  a n  e n d . 

Many thanks go out to the 
volunteers who participated 
in our Christmas Families 
program, our Christmas 
dinner and luncheon and, 
of course, for everyone’s 
very generous donations 
to make them all happen 
smoothly. Please know that 
your time and talents are so 
very treasured.

Looking ahead we very 
quickly will be in February 
and we all know what that 
means. The Coldest Night of 
the Year (CNOY) will be in 
full swing. This will be Open 
Doors SIXTH time hosting 
the walk in Burlington. For 
those of you unfamiliar with 
CNOY, it is a nation-wide 
walk to raise awareness 
and funds for organizations 
that support the homeless, 

hungry, and hurting in their 
community. The event takes 
place on February 22nd and 
is filled with fellowship and 
fun and a warm meal to 
end it all.  

We are  looking  fo r 
individuals that will captain 
a team of friends and family 
to raise sponsors and walk 
on the 22nd together. An 
average team has one captain 
and 4-5 fellow teammates. 
Your teammates reach out 
to their networks, like their 
colleagues and neighbours, 
to spread the word about 
CNOY and Open Doors and 
gain sponsors this way. The 
goal is to have each team 
raise $1,000 or more, and 
with five on your team you 
can see how easy it would 
be raising an average of 
$200 each 

If you want to walk but 
don’t have a team you can 

join mine, Open Doors Great 
Big Belly Warmers!!  Together 
our goal is higher, but I 
promise there will be more 
of us working towards it!  

And if walking is not your 
thing but you would still 
like to be involved, you can 
volunteer in one of over 70 
positions needing to be filled 
on event day and you can 
still ask for sponsorship as 
well! Isn’t that great?!

Please help us make 
this event more successful 
than the last and speak 
t o  C h r i s t i n a  M ul d e r, 
Sandi Smith, or Amanda 
Dallicardillo in the office by 
calling or dropping by.

Keep your eyes peeled 
in the bulletin and online 
social media for other event 
dates leading up to February 
22nd, like our annual Soup’s 
On Sunday, to warm up for 
the big day together.  

This year’s Christmas Families program was supported by a multitude of volunteers including this group who assisted families on pick-up day. 
Thanks too to those behind the scenes, office volunteers, shoppers and others who helped to ensure success.
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Carrie ford-Jones 
PeoPles’ Warden - on behalf of:

Children’s, Youth & familY ministrY

I am still bubbling over 
with excitement from our 
Christmas Eve Pageant 

and excited to take this 
opportunity to reflect on the 
past month in the Children’s 
G.I.F.T program.  

D u r in g  A d ve n t  t h e 
children had an opportunity 
to travel through Narnia 
with a fun and captivating 
program that looked at 
the Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe through an 
Advent lens. I think this 
was the most fun I’ve had 
in 10 years with the G.I.F.T. 
p rog ram - -we  enjoye d 
craf ts, movie clips, and 
even sampled some Turkish 
Delight!  

After returning through 
the wardrobe each Sunday, 

the children grabbed a 
snack and returned for 
pageant rehearsals. I want to 
say a huge thank you to the 
parents and grandparents 
who took the time to bring 
kids to rehearsals. The 
Christmas Eve pageant was 
a huge success and you 
are the ones who made it 
possible. Thank you to our 
talented performers, and 
especially to Andy, Jillian, 
and Sherri for offering your 
time during such a busy 
season, for your expertise 
and for keeping us all 
organized. It was such an 
uplif ting experience for 
me to work with this team 
of people, and reminded 
m e  w h a t  a  f a n t a s t i c 
community we have here 

at St. Christopher’s.  
We wrapped up the 

Christmas season with an 
Epiphany Party before the 
kids went back to school.  
We made king’s crowns, 
decorated star cookies, 
and took home some gold 
(chocolate) coins! 

Whether it’s watching 
new friendships form or 
hearing a tiny voice recount 
a bible story in surprising 
de tail,  i t ’s  exci t ing to 
see these lit tle faces on 
Sunday morning. If you are 
interested in sharing your 
time with the GIFT program, 
please send me an e-mail.  
The children have so much 
to learn from the members 
of our congregation--your 
presence would be a gift to 

them. And you might just 
find that you have much to 
learn from them too! 

Over the coming weeks 
we hope to be able to 
take some steps with the 
11:30 children’s program.  
If you have children who 
are currently at tending, 

or would like to at tend 
the 11:30 service, please 
contact me, Carrie Ford-
Jones, so we can get a better 
understanding of the age 
groups and needs of this 
service.  

Happy New Year to you 
all!
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hallway. The window is a 
gift from the Swire family. 
Our parishioner, Margie 
Swire, originally donated 
the window to Joseph Brant 
Memorial Hospital (where 

Yo u  m ay  h av e 
n o t i c e d  t h e 
ad d i t i o n  o f  a 

s t ained gla ss  window 
in the wall between the 
Family  Room and the 

she was also a longterm 
active volunteer) in memory 
of her husband, Len. The 
window was installed in 
the chapel at the hospital 
and adorned that space for 

many years. The window 
was returned to Margie’s 
sons during renovations at 
JBMH and they hoped that 
we would find a home for 
it  here in Margie’s memory. 

in MeMory of Margie sWire 

We hope that this window 
will remind many of Margie 
and her many years as an 
active leader in our Altar 
Guild, Christmas Market, and 
many other areas of ministry. 
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did you KnoW? 

Judy Jupp

•	 January	 2020.	 	 This	 is	 a	
time for resolutions and 
new starts. And here at 
St. Christopher’s is no 
exception. Things are 
hopping. Sandi Smith is 
pulling everything apart 
in the kitchen and in the 
storage in the Great Hall.  
And the office is almost 
pristine. Almost!

•	H o l l i s 	 H i s c o c k 	 i s	
ensconced in the rector’s 
office and Jon Forbes is 
on the job as our pastoral 
associate.  The staff is 
ready for 2020. Christina 
Mulder, Open Doors 
Director of Programs and 
Partnerships, Amanda 
Dallicardillo, Assistant 
Volunteer and Program 
Co-ordinator of Open 
Doors, Gloria Campbell, 
C lo t h ing  S to r e  Co -
ordinator, Sandi Smith, 
Volunteer Co-ordinator 
and Facilities Manager, 
Sam Gamage, Custodian, 
Andy Elmhirst, Director of 
Music, and Carol Henley, 
Parish Administrator.

•	 Volun tee r s 	 a l so 	 a re	
primed and ready for 

2020. Food is topped 
up in the satellite food 
bank and the Tuesday 
night dinner at 6 pm and 
the Thursday lunch at 
noon are again underway.  
All systems are go on 
the Sunday rosters in the 
church and in the kitchen 
and everywhere where 
volunteers play such an 
integral and huge part in 
the life of this church.

•	 Prayer	chains	are	in	place	
for those who need this 
care and nursing home 
services are held at 
Pearl and Pine, Billings 
Court, Appleby Place,  
Chris topher Terrace, 
and at Burloak requiring 
dedicated volunteers and 
clergy to facilitate these 
services.

•	Memories	 of	 2019	will	
remain.  Like Andy ’s 
wonderful concert on 
December 21s t .  The 
dedication to moving 
m u s i c ,  a n d  t o  t h e 
unparalled exper t ise 
of the evening will stay 
with us. As will Sunday 
and Thursday mornings, 

funerals, and special 
events with Andy at the 
organ or at the piano. We 
are blessed.

•	 “The	Coldest	Night”	was	a	
huge success last February 
(when, actually it was 
not that cold). This year 
it is on February 22nd.  
See Christina Mulder’s 
Messenger ar ticle for 
more information. 

•	 And	who	 can	 forget	 the	
Gala!? That was a great 
festive night, and was 
instrumental in helping 
Open Doors with it s 
crucial funding.

•	 Volunteer	 Appreciation	
Night was also a night 
to remember. The Great 
Hall was unrecognizable 
as the staff decorated 
the whole place and the 
volunteers marvelled at 
the party thrown for them.  
They then left the place 
without washing one dish, 
or putting away one chair, 
or cleaning one kitchen 
counter. Here’s to the 
staff.

•	 Book	 Club	 celebrated	
a super luncheon with 

Kim Echlin and Stacie 
McGregor in June.  Watch 
for 2020’s edition of this 
event.

•	 And 	 many 	 f ami l i e s	
r e c e i v e d  h e l p  t h i s 
C h r i s t m a s  t h r o u g h 
the generosity of the 
parishioners, outside 

groups, and an army of 
caring volunteers.  

•	Onward	 to	2020,	and	 to	
keeping this faith.  We can 
look forward to another 
year packed with events 
which will stimulate and 
sustain us. Happy New 
Year.

Thank you to our own special Santa, who came to visit 
at our Tuesday Christmas Dinner this year! 
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Live Music 
Friday, Jan. 31st @ 7pm

Coffee House: The Folksinger

During the 1960’s, my church’s youth 
groups had a “coffee house” once a 
month. These events featured round 

tables with red and white tablecloths and an old 
wine bottle, often Mateus or Casal Mendes, with a 
candle in the mouth of the bottle and wax dribbling 
down the sides. There was no coffee, just soft drinks.  
The guest for the evening would be a singer or duo, 
singing songs and accompanying him or herself on a 
guitar. One memorable singer was Bram Morrison, 
before he joined up with Sharon and Lois.  

I got to enjoy the folk music that was played on 
these evenings. I bought albums by Gordon Lightfoot, 
Bob Dylan, and Simon and Garfunkel.  These singers 
and other solo, duo and trio acts were an important 
part of my teenage years. When I am asked how I 
learned to play the guitar, I often say that I learned 
from Gordon Lightfoot. I would stop the record and 
lift the needle to put it back down at the right place 
to hear that particular part of the song again.

On January 31, I would like to recapture some 
of the music of that era. I want to have that feeling 
of a solo singer, accompanied by a guitar or similar 
instrument and telling stories through song.

I have a number of songs that I would like to sing.  
I have also talked to some other people who would 
like to make some music. I invite you all to come on 
a journey back to the music of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.  
If you would like to do a song, please let me know. 
If you need accompaniment, we will arrange that.  
If you would like to hear a favourite, let me know 
and we’ll see if there is someone who would like 
to sing it. There will be some songs for everyone to 
sing along with, and others that are less well known.

I’m looking forward to seeing as many as possible 
on the 31st.

COFFEE HOUSEJO
HN

’S

Feed Your Spirit
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On Sunday Jan. 
13th Rev. Jon 
spoke on the 

baptism of Jesus. In his 
sermon Jon told of his own 
baptism and dedication to 
God. He said that we too 
have to tell our story. Rev. 
Jon also spoke about the 
Jordon River and it brought 
back memories of the first 
trip Karen and I took together 
25 years ago. We went on a 
pilgrimage to Israel with 14 
others led by two wonderful 
Ministers. My faith was 
growing, and I was eager to 
experience and learn more 
and to see where my Saviour 
had walked. My walk with 
God did not start in Israel but 
the mention of the Jordon 
River conjured up a memory 
of a time in my life when I 
was very excited about my 
relationship with God.

I  was raised Roman 
Catholic and I am sure the 
Sisters taught me prayers, the 
rosary, and catechism but  
the bible was not taught to 
us and I was fearful of God 
and I don’t remember any 
mention of having a personal 
relationship with Him .

I married and after our 
daughter was born, we 
began going to the United 

Church. Our son was born 
four years and six cities 
later and I was lonely and 
feeling lost as we had moved 
so many times. We were 
attending church regularly 
at that time and I saw a 
bible study offered and so I 
thought I might give that a try 
as I was not familiar with the 
bible stories I was hearing on 
Sunday.

I arrived to the study and 
there were two older ladies 
there, Grace and Mary. They 
were talking and Mary said 
to Grace that she had been 
gardening and “Jesus told 
me to call Sharon” so she 
went in and called her and 
yes, Sharon was in great 
need and the conversation 
continued. It wasn’t the 
story about Sharon that got 
my attention, it was that 
Mary had heard Jesus speak 
to her. The study began 
and people spoke about 
Jesus as if He was a living 
being with whom they could 
converse and experience in 
their lives. Jesus was more 
than the historical far off 
being I thought Jesus was. I 
began to feel overwhelmed 
and excused myself and left 
the room. I went to the back 
of the sanctuary and stood 

looking in. The sanctuary 
was in darkness except for 
the cross which had a light 
shining on it. I stood there 
and said, Jesus if you are real 
then I want to know you. I 
want to know you more and 
have what those ladies in the 
bible study have. So began 
my faith journey. 

I have never forgotten 
Mary and Grace. Their faith 
was simple, their prayers 
were simple, and Jesus was 
simply their friend. Jesus 
talked to them, and walked 
with them, and they freely 
shared their faith with others 
in gentle conversation while 
preparing for coffee hour or 
decorating the church for 
Christmas. 

I began to go to bible 
study regularly and was 
excited to learn and read 
and experience the love of 
God. There are many other 
people who have been very 
important along this faith 
journey of mine, too many 
to mention. They are people 
who have shared their 
personal faith journeys with 
me.  They have prayed with 
me and shared what they 
believe and taught me about 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
They have given me Spiritual 

Direction that guided me to 
listening for the voice of God 
and trying to follow Him in 
the same simple way of Mary 
and Grace.

My faith was a gift that 
God gave me to sustain me 
through some rocky years of 
figuring out who I was and 
leaving my marriage and 
coming out to the world as 
a member of the LGBTQ2.  
My faith was growing by 
then and I was very active 
in the church. I met Karen 
and we began the journey of 
coming out to everyone as a 
couple. We prayed together 
daily  especially  when 
going to tell our families 
about our decision to live 
together. God went before 
us preparing the way and 
we were always received 
with grace and love. God 
walked beside us through 
many hard times over our 26 
years together.

I have to admit that in 
the last few years I have 
been questioning my faith. 
I wonder if my lack of 
enthusiasm is gone because 
I don’t have the support of 
the friends that have moved 
away or moved heavenward. 
Friends who shared the same 
enthusiasm I had to explore 

our faith, to meet and share 
together and nurture each 
other. Perhaps I have just 
become lazy and have 
not been doing the work 
to continue to build my 
relationship with God. I am 
not sure about this desert 
feeling I have had for a while, 
but I do know that I am not 
alone. God is with me. Jon 
also stated in his sermon, 
“There is some work to be 
done”. So, this morning I 
began my work by reading 
the book of Romans. Paul 
was writing to the Romans 
and saying he thanked God 
for all of them because of 
their faith. Paul says he longs 
to visit them and says in 
Chapter 1: 11-12 “for I am 
longing to see you so that 
I may share with you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen 
you - or rather so that we 
may be mutually encouraged 
by each other’s faith both 
yours and mine.”

So like Paul, I am thankful 
for my faith community 
and have shared my story 
with hope that others will 
share their stories as well 
so that we can be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s 
faith.  

Peace.

there is soMe WorK to be done!
By Lynda Clark
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Thanks to this month’s contributors: Ken Beeby, Lynda Clark, Andy Elmhirst, Jon Forbes, Carrie Ford-Jones,  

Carol Henley, Hollis Hiscock, Judy Jupp, Christina Mulder, and John Stephen

 Mailing address Mailing address

St. Christopher’s

february 25, 2020
5.30pM to 7.30pM

Vestry Meeting
Sunday, February 23rd 

february 22, 2020

serviCes feb. 26, at 7:30 aM & 7:00 pM

Pancake Supper Ash Wednesday

From the Registry
Deaths

 Jan 1 Flo Forbes

  1 Marie Robbins

  6 Richard Bowie


