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The ReveRend hollis hiscock

interim Priest-in-Charge

It’s peaceful, looking 
t h ro ugh  o ur  l i v ing 
room window watching 

people walk their dogs, 
observing parents lugging 
children’s backpacks and 
relishing neighbourhood 
activities. 

I t ’s not so peaceful, 
looking through a cruise 
ship window anchored 
within viewing distance of 
land, waiting to be checked 
for the coronavirus and 
possible quarantine. 

It ’s peaceful, looking 
th rough s t a ined -gla ss 
w i n d o w s  w a t c h i n g 
wor shippe r s  wrapped 
in familiar  words and 
compassionate human 
beings reaf firming their 
relationship with God, 
whose essence is love. 

“Peace be with you,” 

Jesus greeted his followers 
following his resurrection 
from the dead. They are 
huddled in a locked upstairs 
room, while you observe 
them through a dus t y 
diminutive window. 

From the same window 
days earlier, you witnessed 
Jesus taking leftover bread 
from supper, lifting it into 
the air, giving thanks to 
God, breaking it and giving 
it to those sitting around the 
table. “Do this to remember 
me”, he pleaded.

Weeks previously, you 
stopped by an open window 
looking into a cave watching 
the devastating photograph 
etched on every listener’s 
face. Jesus had just warned 
his disciples that he would 
die on a cross and he would 
return to life three days later. 

Jesus realized they were 
confused and baffled, so he 
tried to reassure them that 
this was God’s plan, and 
everything would be alright. 

On a Friday called Good, 
from the window of a nearby 
shed, you witnessed Jesus 
undergoing unbearable 
suffering as his earthly life 
reached its final curtain. 

As Jesus entered the 
space separating life from 
death, you noticed his 
peace ful  countenance 
that surpassed any of your 
human unders tanding. 
Maybe, you ponder, God’s 
p eace  and  love  we re 
wrapping him into eternity 
as he slipped the bonds of 
human limitations. 

Sitting inside a recently 
hewed tomb, you watched 
the sun become visible in 

Our dog Tyler surveys his neighbourhood through his favourite window, just as each of us looks at the world 
from our own life windows. 

the eastern sky as soldiers 
hustled towards the waking 
Jerusalem. You ventured 
closer, seeing the empty 
tomb, then retreating as 
men and women sprinted 
forward to verify that the 
tomb in which Jesus was 
placed on Friday past was 
now, indeed, devoid of any 
human body. 

“ C h r i s t  i s  r i s e n ! ” 
proclaimed a woman.

A man replied, “He is 
risen indeed!”.

“Alleluia! Alleluia!” their 
voices echoed across the 
hills and throughout the 
valley. 

In 2020, shrouded behind 
multidimensional windows, 
followers still stand by 
crosses, mesmerized by the 
ancient symbol of cruelty as 
they cast their eyes around 
the globe where modern 
people embody similar acts 
of cruelty. 

Jesus wept for them back 
then and probably weeps 
for us today. 

Still, the faithful, the less 
faithful and the non faithful 
gather in buildings great 
and small, on mountain 
tops or grassy fields to sing 
the songs of new life, hear 
stories of resurrection and 
recommit themselves to 
the one who called himself 
“The Prince of Peace”. 

One sits watching their 
local  ne ighbourhood, 
ano the r  s ea rche s  t he 
horizons seeking solutions 
to a worldwide epidemic as 
the third -surrounded by like 
minded compatriots - will 
sing reassuring words to a 
God many have forsaken. 

Within each, a spark 
ignites and a light shines 
o u t w a r d  t o  b e c o m e 
a beacon of  hope for 
humanity. At that moment, 
they will recognize that the 
peace which did pass all 
understanding has come 
alive and brought new life 
to them at Easter. 

HOLLIS message seeing LiFe through diFFerent WindoWs
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Wi a r t o n 
W i l l i e 
predicted 

that we would have an early 
spring and it looks so far 
as if he was right. Spring 
and warm weather makes 
one feel the energy to get 
busy. That same energy 
has been felt lately at St. 
Christopher’s. 

We s tar ted the year 
with a strategic planning 
committee formed by 15 
volunteers who met twice 
with Brian Lisson to work 
on all the information that 
had been gathered back 
in September. The result 
has been very positive and 
powerful, as the committee 
has managed to summarize 
all the feedback that our 
parishioners provided. 
Six main themes were 
identified, which will help 
us to further redefine our 
vision and mission. There 
is still work to be done and 
the committee will meet 
once again. 

On February 22nd many 
parishioners and members 
of our community joined, 
either as participants or 
volunteers, at the Coldest 
Night of the Year event 
in order to raise funds for 
our Open Doors programs. 
This year, the focus of the 
campaign was on Mental 
Health. Kudos to Christina 
Mulder and her team, as the 
fundraising was a success 
and to date, Open Doors 
has raised a total of $47,015, 
which is 94% of its goal 
of $50,000. If you did not 
have a chance to participate 
and would like to donate, 
you can do so on-line until 
March 31st.  

O ur  A nnua l  Ve s t r y 
Meeting took place on 
Sunday, February 23rd. 
Financial and Minis t ry 

Wardens’ report
reports were made available 
a week in advance to all 
members of the parish. 
Thank you to Carol Henley, 
Tom Nicol and Ken Beeby 
for making this happen. As 
promised at last year’s vestry, 
the work that has been done 
by the strategic planning 
committee was presented to 
the congregation. A motion 
was presented and passed in 
order to continue with this 
work and with support from 
the parishioners. This year 
we had Rev. Hollis Hiscock 
guiding the process and his 
guidance and support were 
very much appreciated. 
This year a PowerPoint 
presentation was used so 
attendees could easily read 
the motions that were being 
presented as well as any 
amendments coming from 
the floor. Overall, it proved 
to be a very positive tool. 

Dur ing  the  mee t ing 
our Treasurer, Tom Nicol, 
presented the audited 
financial report as well as 
the budget for 2020. The 
good news was that, even 
though St. Christopher’s 
still ran a deficit in 2019, 
it was much lower than 
what had been anticipated. 
On the Thursday before 
the meeting, parishioners 
were invited to participate 
in a financial information 
session. Questions related 
to the reports or budget 
were addressed by our 
t reasurer and some of 
the wardens. Bob Taylor, 
Chair of the Stewardship 
Committee, spoke through a 
video message to the entire 
congregation announcing 
the upcoming stewardship 
campaign and its focus on 
debt reduction. 

A highlight of the Vestry 
Meeting was a motion to 
eliminate using single use 

plastic beverage bottles in 
our parish centre and to 
reduce use of all single use 
plastics.  

Each year one of our 
wardens completes their 
four-year term. This time it 
was Fred Grigsby who retired 
as warden. We are truly and 
forever thankful to Fred 
(and his wife Ellen) for his 
service during these last four 
years. Fred’s commitment, 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d 
dedication were not only a 
great example for everyone 
else, but also provided an 
invaluable support when 
dealing with issues and 
challenges. Thank you Fred 
and God Bless! 

When a warden retires 
another one is elected 
and this year we are very 
fortunate to count Al Nicolls 
as the Deputy People’s 
Warden. Al has been a 
member of the parish for 
many years and has been a 
member of Parish Council. 
We are sure that  Al ’s 
contribution will be very 
positive for the corporation 
and the church at large. 
Welcome Al! 

The last highlight of the 
Vestry Meeting was the 
election of a new parish 
council, which saw several 
new members joining. We 
thank all those members 
who finished their term 
and  who  con t r ibu te d 
their skills over their term. 
The new parish council 
gathered at Mount Carmel 
in Niagara Falls on February 
28th and 29th. This retreat 
helped members to get to 
know each other bet ter 
and to begin their work for 
the upcoming year. The 
strategic planning work 
was the guide for this year’s 
retreat and members of 
parish council were able 

to exchange thoughts and 
ideas related to it. A sincere 
thank you to Rev. Hollis 
Hiscock, Rev. Jon Forbes, 
Amy Collard, Trudy Johnson 
and Carol Henley who 
made this retreat possible. 

As we start the season 
of Lent, the vision pillars 
identified as part of the 
strategic planning work 
are being integrated with 
the liturgy. This is a great 
way to have a practical 
and spiritual approach that 
incorporates the findings 
from the committee. One 
of the highlights during 
all of Lent will be the 
Minis t r y Minute when 
we’ll listen to members of 
the parish expressing what 
St. Christopher’s means to 
them based on a particular 
pillar and theme. 

More good news is that 
Jazz Vespers will be coming 
back on Sunday, April 19th. 
Daniel Cunningham, the 
drummer in our 11:30 band, 
is leading this effort in order 
to bring back a unique 
type of service. We look 
forward to it. Don’t forget 
to invite family members 
and friends. 

For those that might not be 
aware, Rev. Allison Courey 
will not be returning to St. 
Christopher’s following her 

maternity leave. We thank 
Allison for her wonderful 
work with kids while she 
was here and wish Rachel, 
Allison, and Adeline all the 
best. Stay tuned for more 
info on a day to celebrate 
Allison’s ministry. 

I want to finish this report 
with some news that most 
of you already know. Our 
Parish Administrator Carol 
Henley of ficially retires 
this month. In her place, 
Joy Thomson has been 
hired as the new Parish 
Administrator. Joy comes 
to us from St. Paul’s United 
Church. We are sure that 
Joy will be a great asset 
to our staff team as she 
has vast experience as an 
administrator. Welcome Joy! 

As we all know, this news 
mean a lot to every member 
of our parish. Carol has 
been an integral part of St. 
Christopher’s life and I have 
no words to describe the 
dedication, love, integrity, 
hard work, professionalism 
and true Christian spirit and 
values that she represents. 
Indeed we say “Thank You 
from the bot tom of our 
hearts and for everything 
you’ve done over all these 
years!” Stay tuned for more 
information on an upcoming 
celebration of Carol.

Erick Nettel is one  
of the four wardens  
(Carrie Ford-Jones,  

Erick Nettel, Amy Collard, 
& Al Nicolls) who, along 

with our Interim Priest-in-
Charge Rev. Hollis Hiscock 

make up St. Christopher’s 
Corporation

eRick neTTel

Warden



page 4 March 2020

pastoral Care

Rev. Jon FoRbes

PastoraL assoCiate

I’ve noticed something 
over the last little while. 
It has to do with how we 

respond to communication 
in general and our calling 
specifically. As a Gen X er I 
grew up in a home without 
computers, while we had 
one, it quite frankly, didn’t 
do much… the typewriter 
was still faster and easier, 
the phone was on a desk, 
the yellow pages right beside 
it, and while you could play 
games on it, they weren’t all 
that sophisticated. Although 
I haven’t had a landline in 
my house for over a decade, 
I rarely answer the phone, 
even if it does ring. 

So what does that say 
about our understanding 
of calling, especially when 
we talk about the biblical 
concept of God speaking 
into our own lives? How do 
we hear that? What sort of 
communication do we listen 
to? Does God have caller id?

One of my favourite 
Biblical stories is the Call of 
Samuel (1 Samuel Chapter 3). 
The son of Hannah is given 
over to serve in the temple 
and serves the priest Eli at 
the Temple. God calls in the 

night, quite literally calling 
Samuel’s name over and over 
again. The first two times he 
jumps up and runs over to 
Eli, thinking it was his master 
who was calling him, but Eli 
is wise and he understands 
what is going on, so gives 
Samuel a script to say the 
next time he hears his name 
called in this manner. “speak, 
for your servant is listening.” 
Samuel is finally ready to 
hear what God has to say 
to him, and so God speaks 
in a way that Samuel can 
understand. 

The narrative goes on to 
put Samuel as a young boy 
in a bit of a predicament 
with his elder and he proves 
that he is worthy of serving 
God with his honesty and 
struggle. Part of why I love 
this story is that God is 
calling out to a child to play 
an important role in God’s 
interactions with the people 
of the earth. When I was new 
to my faith, I loved this story 
because it empowered me 
to do something simple, yet 
profound. Listen. 

Listen for God’s voice. 
Lis ten for God’s voice 
speaking to me. This goes 

right to the core of our 
identity. Who am I that God 
would speak to me, or even 
through me? 

You are God’s child. That’s 
who. God calls us each onto 
Holy ground just as he did 
with Moses and the great 
commandment. Calling us to 
become something because 
we are created for a purpose. 
This is not easy. It never is. But 
a deep gladness comes from 
being shaped in God’s ways 
out of our cultural norms.

This calling helps us stay 
connected with God. In 
our reading of scripture, 
we come to know what it 
means to walk with Jesus on 
the road to Jerusalem. The 
Holy Spirit can communicate 
information directly to us. 
Profoundly, this is relational. 
God reaches out to us 
and makes a connection. 
Because it’s initiated by God, 
it demands our response, 
even out of basic decency, 
and hopefully out of our 
fascination with the creator 
of the universe. 

This idea is synonymous 
with the new testament’s 
idea of salvation. We are 
saved from becoming who 

we are not and called to be 
who we are. God’s call is a 
reminder that we all belong 
to him, but also that God 
calls each of us personally 
to respond in a particular 
way in our particular time. 
Saying yes to God is joyful, 
joining with the one who 
created us. It is living into 
the awareness that the most 
wonderful thing in the world 
is to be completely given 
over to God. 

Now you may want to 
argue it out. Jacob certainly 
argued with God, wrestling 
with the angel in Genesis 32. 
These questions of identity 
are the most important 
questions for us on a spiritual 
journey. They can be fatal, 
a matter of life or death, of 
life beyond death. So, rising 
to our personality, fulfilling 
who we are in God’s calling 
and even transcending it is 
one of the ways that God 
gives us life. 

Something to think about 
then. Have you ever felt 
God’s call on your life? Like 
Samuel, Moses, Hannah… 

maybe super loud and clear, 
or maybe an inkling in the 
back of your head. What was 
that like for you? 

Now I wonder what has 
God said to you lately? If 
nothing, I wonder how you 
take time to listen for God’s call. 

Most of us have our 
phones on mute, so we don’t 
interrupt our gatherings with 
people in front of us, but what 
if, in silencing that voice we 
are missing out on the Call 
that God has placed on our 
lives? Take the time to listen, 
really listen with openness, 
in prayer with God. And 
if you don’t hear anything 
check your messages, check 
your junk mail, maybe there 
is something there. God 
is calling. How will you 
respond? 
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 Andy elmhiRsT

direCtor oF musiC

MusiC & the perforMing arts

Since the previous 
e d i t i o n  o f  t h e 
M e s s e n ge r,  t h e 

music and performing arts 
ministries at St. Christopher’s 
have played a comforting 
and inspiring role in many 
parish events. Nowhere is 
this clearer than in the seven 
celebrations of life that St. 
Christopher’s hosted during 
January and February. These 
are salient events in the lives 
of people we care about. It 
is important, therefore, that 
we are often able to muster 
a sizeable choir to help 
make these momentous 
services both easier and 
more meaningful. Thank 
you to all the choir members 
and choir alumni who were 
able to participate in this 
valuable ministry over the 
past couple of months. 
What We’ve Been Up To
Coffee House
Where to start? This evening 
was a huge success. I came 
late and walked up to the 
Great Hall hearing what I 
thought was a recording, 
assuming that I’d arrived 
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a n 
intermission. I was blown 
away when I found Katie 
and Daniel Cunningham 
a n d  J o h n  S t e p h e n 
performing the John Denver 
tune, “Country Roads”. The 
entire room was singing 
along with them. What a 
great time! My favourite 
moment, personally, was 
hearing Al Nicolls sing “The 
Ballad of Penny Evans” by 
Steve Goodman. It was 
powerful and I was moved 
to tears. John Stephen closed 
with one of my favourite 
works from any genre, the 
“Canadian Railroad Trilogy” 
by Gordon Lightfoot. Of 
course, the night was good 
for more than just music. 
There was a tangible esprit 

de corps that reminded us 
why we are drawn to this 
community. Incidentally, 
we raised over $1,500. We 
are all grateful to John for 
organising the evening. As 
many have inquired, let 
me state unequivocally that 
there will be another! Stay 
tuned. 
Dancing on the first Sunday 
of Lent!?
Last Sunday the liturgical 
dancers treated us with 
a beautiful interpretation 
o f  the  s to r y  o f  J e sus’ 
t e m p t a t i o n  i n  t h e 
wilderness. It was preceded 
by moving re f lec t ions 
from Claire Christoff and 
Heather Bonser in which 
they described what church 
means to them. We not only 
have a lot of talent at St. 
Christopher’s but a lot of 
wisdom and soul too. 
Congratulations and Good 
Luck
Our beloved tenor,  Al 
Nicolls, has bravely signed 
on to a four-year tour of 
duty as a church warden. 
It is nice to have some 
choir representation in the 
halls of power and Al is the 
perfect person for the job: 
insightful, measured and 
passionate. Thank you, Al, 
for taking this on. We’re all 
rooting for you. 
What We’re Working On 
Choirs in Concert
The joint choir concer t 
on March 22nd has been 
cancelled. The Burlington 
Civic Chorale Singers has, 
in an abundance of caution, 
decided to cancel the 
remainder of their spring 
season amid concerns 
over COVID-19. They have 
good reason to do this. 
The demographic of their 
membership represents, 
on average, a vulnerable 
population and they are 

engaged in a high-risk 
activity, that is, singing in 
close formation. No word 
yet on whether or not we will 
make another attempt when 
this blows over. 
Youth Choir Recruitment 
Drive
I am currently engaged 
in a concerted effort to 
increase the membership 
of our youth choir. I have 
written invitations to various 
churches and music teachers 
in the area. You can help! If 
you know anyone who is 
between the ages of 8 and 
13, let them know about 
our program. I could go on 
and on about the benefits 
of choral singing. Suffice 
to say that St. Christopher’s 
is  of fe r ing f ree music 
education! If you have any 
questions, or would like me 
to reach out to someone, 
please talk to me. 
Holy Week and Easter
It’s busy but it’s one of my 
favourite times of year. 
From Palm Sunday to Easter 
morning I will play at 12 
services. The good news 
is, that’s the part of my job 
I enjoy the most. Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday are 
intimate, creative, services 
where my strengths as an 
extemporaneous pianist can 
shine brightest. The choir will 
sing on Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, the Easter Vigil 

and Easter Sunday. They 
will also be very busy but I 
understand they enjoy the 
process as much as I do. 

This year’s Easter Vigil 
service will again include the 
dancers, actors, guitar group, 
band, choir and youth choir 
of St. Christopher’s. It will 
again begin in a darkened 
church with the beautiful and 
ancient ritual of first flame 
followed by the singing of 
the exsultet. Then, through 
drama, dance and music, we 
will tell the story of Jesus’ last 
week on earth. We celebrate 
the first communion of Easter 
before retiring to the Great 
Hall for hot cross buns and 
refreshments. 

The third Easter morning 
service will sound a little 
different this year. Last year, 
the choir, staff and I decided 
that the attendance at the 
third Easter morning service 
was no longer high enough 
to warrant asking the choir 
to sing a fifth service in four 
days.  I don’t know, yet, what 
this service will sound like 
but I’m diligently working to 
make it something special.   

Jazz Vespers
I am very excited that jazz 
Vespers is returning to St. 
Christopher’s after a puzzling 
departure. I am even more 
excited because of the 
circumstances under which 
it is returning. The service 
is being spearheaded by a 
child of the parish, Daniel 
Cunningham, who will soon 
hold his diploma in Jazz 
Performance from Mohawk 
College. On April 19th, at 4 
pm, he and his bass will be 
joined by some of the best 
musicians in the Hamilton 
jazz scene: Mike Malone on 
trumpet, Kevin Dempsey on 
drums and Adrean Faruggia 
on piano. Like before, we will 
hold a classy reception after 
the service. Admission is by 
donation. All are welcome. I 
hope to see you there.



page 6 March 2020

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Ju

st
in

 M
ul

de
r, 

Er
ic

k 
N

et
tle

, I
an

 Y
ou

se
m

an



March 2020 page 7

chRisTinA muldeR

oPen doors

direCtor oF Programs & PartnershiPs

feb 22 2020

Thank you to all those who made this 
year’s Coldest Night of the Year event 
the most successful that Open Doors 
has ever hosted! From the increase in 
sponsorship, bustling volunteers, excited 
walkers and generous donors, we were 
able to successfully raise $47,015! (and 
still counting) 
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M e s s e n g e r :  C a r o l , 
tell  us about your li fe 
before becoming Parish 
Administrator.
Carol: I was very fortunate 
to have three “careers”, 
each  la s t ing  a b o u t  a 
decade, before serving as 
Parish Administrator. The 
first, following graduation 
from business school, was 
a career in commercial 
banking, lending to small to 
medium sized companies. I 
really enjoyed the time spent 
with customers, learning 
what i t  was that made 
them passionate about the 
businesses that they ran. 

When my oldest son was 
born, I was thrilled to be 
able to stay at home with 
him, and with his younger 
brother when he arrived, 
until they were both into 
school full time. I wouldn’t 
trade that time for anything!

Occasional teaching with 
the Halton Board occupied 
the next decade and gave 
me a chance to try out 
my degree in education. 
Because I was able to teach 
in french, I had no lack of 
calls and was able to work 

almost exclusively in my 
local French Immersion 
school. I came to know all 
of the children and teachers 
in the school and I was 
able to have much more 
of a relationship with the 
students than many supply 
teachers enjoy. I still bump 
into former students from 
time to time and it’s lovely 
to still feel like a part of that 
community.
Messenger: What motivated 
you to apply for the job as 
Parish Administrator?
C a r o l :  M y  t i m e  a s 
a  p a r i s h i o n e r  a t  S t . 
Christopher’s began when 
my oldest son was born 
(1992). The welcome I 
received was heartwarming 
and I was able to become 
actively involved in ministry 
pre t t y  much f rom the 
beginning. I soon came 
to feel very much a part 
of  the community.  My 
time serving as warden, 
in particular, was a real 
faith building experience. 
I was passionate about 
the ministry undertaken in 
this place and the liturgy 
that expressed our faith. 

When we learned of Sandra 
Rudge’s plans to retire, I 
was very excited to think 
that I might be able to use 
my skills as par t of the 
leadership team in that 
role. I have never regretted 
my decision to apply to be 
Parish Administrator. It has 
been such an honour to 
serve in the role.
Messenger: What have 
been some of the highlights 
during your tenure as Parish 
Administrator?
Ca ro l :  I  have  a lways 
a p p r e c i a t e d  t h a t  S t . 
Chr i s tophe r ’s  i s  t r u ly 
a  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e 
leadership and participation 
in ministry is widely shared. 
The constant highlight is 
the joy I get in working 
with the people who are 
in the office, through the 
building, and involved in 
so many different aspects of 
the worship, activities, and 
programming that make up 
the parish. Their ongoing 
efforts and dedication make 
this the faithful parish that 
it is. 
Messenger: What were 
some concerns or struggles 

you faced over the past 
eight years?
Carol: I think because I work 
best with a collaborative 
approach to my work and 
to ministry in general, I 
have found the loss of 
people I’ve admired  and 
whose work I valued very 
highly,  e i ther  through 
death or other transitions, 
particularly difficult. The 
deaths of so many well 
loved parishioners since 
the beginning of this year 
has been very hard for us 
all too. Change is good and 
exploring the gifts that new 
people bring is exciting but 
it does take a lot of energy 
and it can feel draining at 
times. Change has been a 
constant over the last few 
years at St. Christopher’s.
Messenger: What kept you 
going daily or what is your 
philosophy as a church 
worker?
Carol: The people with 
whom I’ve shared ministry, 
par ticularly on a daily 
or  almos t  daily  basis , 
have been so incredibly 
supportive not only of me, 
but of the core values at the 

heart of our community. 
This is true whether they 
are lived out in worship, 
outreach, programs for 
youth, or other areas of our 
community life. For me, 
it is this shared ministry 
that really gives life to the 
Doxology – glory to God, 
whose power working in us 
can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine!
Messenger: What are your 
plans for retirement, both 
out side and within St . 
Christopher’s
Carol: That is still definitely 
a “work in progress”! I am 
looking forward to starting 
each day with a walk and 
spending more time with my 
family. I am looking forward 
as well to continuing to be 
involved in ministry at St. 
Christopher’s although I 
haven’t figured out exactly 
what that will look like yet. 
I’m hoping that the walking 
will provide me with some 
clarity around that!
Messenger: Any thought on 
what we have missed
Carol: If I think of anything 
I’ll let you know. I’ll be 
around! 

Carol Henley

Introduction:
Carol has served as Parish 
Administrator since 2012. 
The MESSENGER thought we 
should gain a greater insight 
into her work and ministry as 
she completes this chapter in 
her life at St. Christopher’s. 
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I am so pleased to be 
newly a part of the St. 
Christopher’s staff. The 

welcome mat has really 
been rolled out ,  wi th 
personal visits from many 
folk coming to say hello, to 
bring gifts of flowers, and 
to share stories of common 
ground with such warmth, 
as we bump elbows in 
greeting! The 2019 Pictorial 
Parish Direc tory is  an 
invaluable resource as I 
discover which names go 
with which faces and how 
families are connected. 
Please be patient with me 
over the next weeks as I get 
to know all of you.

I currently live in the 
town of Dundas, where, 
even though we are part 
of the City of Hamilton, 
we maintain a very distinct 
and pe r sonal  ident i t y 
and annually hos t  the 
June Buskerfest and the 
August Cactus Festival. 
I grew up on a 100 acre 
mixed farm on Safari Road 

and have lived in Calgary, 
AB and Torrance,  ON 
and Burlington. I have a 
daughter and son-in-law 
on the Hamilton mountain 
with 2 grandchildren, Shyla 
(10) and Finnley (3 mths). 
I love to spend time with 
them and their puppy, 
Trapper. My step-son, Jamie 
and his wife, Lynda and 2 
grandchildren, JT (18) and 
Robert (11) live in Bible 
Hill, NS. We try to get 
together at least once per 
year but this is not nearly 
enough! My sister and her 
husband live in Dundas and 
my brother resides in the 
Hamilton downtown.

I am a member of Knox 
Presby terian Church in 
Dundas. I serve on the 
Worship Committee and 
sing in the choir. I help 
at a “Blessings Dinner” 
where we serve a meal 
to  the  communi t y  on 
the third Monday of the 
month, while other Dundas 
churche s  cove r  o the r 

Monday dinners. I enjoyed 
teaching Sunday School 
for many years and help 
with special projects on 
occasion.

I previously worked as 
the Church Administrator 
at St. Paul’s United Church 
in Dundas (8 years).

Special thanks to Carol 
Henley for her time and 
patience in helping me to 
learn to “hold the reins”. 
I am honoured to be a 
part of your brilliant staff: 
Rev.  Hollis ,  Rev.  Jon, 
Andy, Christina, Sandi, 
Ken, Amanda, Jenn, Gloria 
and Sam. I look forward to 
getting to know all of you 
better! 

I anticipate many new 
adventures as we all step 
forward into the future, 
light ing the way for  a 
community with various 
challenges, and offering 
ho p e  an d  o p e n  a r ms 
(currently elbows) for our 
church family through the 
many ebbs and flows of life. 

profile 
Miss Carol

In September 2016, I walked into the office of 
St. Christopher’s Church to take a first official 
meeting with Sara Collyer.  It was also the first 
time I met Miss Carol.  There was no fanfare 
or celebration, nothing to mark the event as 
particularly special, but it was an event that 
unbeknownst to me would mark a new and 
most lovely and loving relationship. 

Over the last several years I have had the 
extreme pleasure of working in close proximity 
to a woman who can only be described using 
words like patient, kind, graceful, supportive 
and funny.  Yes, Miss Carol is funny!  That 
catch you off guard, silly giggle, snort fest kind 
of funny.

She holds the world record, I am sure, on 
knowing exactly what to say in almost every 
circumstance.  She has had a knack for coming 
around the corner after I have finished a difficult 
interaction with someone and saying just the 
right thing to peal me off the floor and perk 
me back up again. Miss Carol is so supportive. 

In all the trials and transitions that the Parish 
has encountered, I often did not know what end 
was up or what direction I was to take.  Miss 
Carol has always had an ear to let me work 
out the many complicated scenarios aloud, 
and then somehow managed to get me to see 
things clear and with purpose.  Miss Carol is 
ever so patient.

But it is truly the grace in which she carries 
out all things that is the most precious to me.  
It is hard to explain, but I know you know this 
about her too.  She is a comfort on a hard day, 
a great laugh when making the best of things, 
a wealth of literary knowledge, a cat lover 
extraordinaire, proud Momma to a couple of 
guys and someone I am so fortunate to know 
and blessed to love.         

I am overjoyed for her new journey ahead. 
What it will mean to her to be a participant in 
her cherished community in a new but familiar 
light! Excited for the extra time she will have to 
sleep in and read and go for dinner dates and 
travel…..oh please travel Miss Carol!

Miss Carol, you will be missed for so many 
reasons, but it will only make the times we do 
spend together so much more valued and I am 
already looking forward to the first time you join 
us for coffee on a Monday morning to share the 
adventures of your weekend.   
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did You KnoW? 

Judy Jupp

•	 Vestry,	this	past	February,	
was very well attended. 
123 people gathered 
in the Great Hall  to 
peruse our ac tivit ies 
in 2019, financial and 
programming. In fact, 
cons id e r ing  a l l  ou r 
difficult and unforeseen 
changes, this parish fared 
fairly well. And now, 
with our Interim Priest in 
Charge, Hollis Hiscock, 
things are proceeding in 
an orderly fashion.

•	 Luckily,	 Tom	Nicol	 has	
agreed to carry on in the 
Treasurer’s role. We can 
all breathe easier knowing 
that knowledgeable Tom 
is there in that crucial 
money job.

•	We	 are	 for tunate	 too	
that our wardens are 
on the  job  and are 
faithful stewards, and 

are commit ted to St . 
Christopher’s. Carrie, 
Erick, Amy, and now, 
our  newes t  warden, 
Al Nicolls. Along with 
Parish Council, we are 
well looked after.

•	 January	marked	a	month	
in which many people 
lost their loved ones. 
And, St. Christopher’s is 
a place where they know 
they are held in prayer 
and friendship. To all 
of them, please know 
we do not forget, and 
this congregation is here 
always as another home.

•	 Fran	Wallace	 is	 now	 a	
full fledged priest. Her 
ordination service at 
our own cathedral was 
extremely impressive. 
As she was given a Bible, 
paten and chalice, and 
she was robed in red. 

We, again rejoiced with 
her.

•	 Ken	 Beeby	 is	 faithful!	
H e ha s  o f t e n  b e e n 
mentioned here on this 
page. That is because he 
is always at the ready to 
help out in many ways, 
even he has not foreseen. 
Big thanks!

•	 And,	 Carol	 Henley	 has	
retired from the job of 
Parish Administrator. All 
of us will miss Carol in 
that job. She brought 
expertise, warmth, and a 
huge hunk of care to her 
work. She will be around 
the church for sure (I 
bet at tourtière time!!), 
so we are definitely not 
saying goodbye. Happy 
reading, and basking, and 
walking, and breathing 
Carol. You are so valued 
here in this place. 
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Jazz Vespers
Dan Cunningham - bass

Kevin Dempsey - drums

Adrean Farrugia - piano

Mike Malone - trumpet

Celebrates Earth Day
With music, words, and prayers

sundaY, april 19th | 4.00pM
St. Christopher’s Anglican Church

662 Guelph Line, Burlington, Ontario | 905.634.1809

Free will offering appreciated
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Thanks to this month’s contributors: Ken Beeby, Andy Elmhirst, Jon Forbes, Carol Henley, Hollis Hiscock, Judy Jupp, 

Christina Mulder, Erick Nettel, and Joy Thomson

 Mailing address Mailing address

Palm Sunday, April 5th
Services at 8.00, 9.30, and 11.30am

Monday and Tuesday
7.30 pm Holy Eucharist

Wednesday
7.30pm Tenebrae

Maundy Thursday, April 9th
7.30 pm Holy Eucharist, Stripping of the Altar

All-Night Prayer Vigil
9.00 pm Maundy Thursday to 10.00 am  

Good Friday

Good Friday, April 10th
10.00 am Watching at the Cross

Holy Saturday, April 11th
7.30 pm Easter Vigil Presentation, First Fire,  

& Holy Eucharist

Easter Day, Sunday, April 12th
Holy Eucharist 8.00 am 9.30 am 11.30 am 

Easter & Holy Week Services

From the Registry
Deaths

 
 Jan  5 Maddie Blackburn
   10 Jean Kennedy
   19 Bill Smith
   25 Gerry Norman
   30 Yvonne Tinglin

 Feb  10 Kevin Pearce
   27 David Garlick


