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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
LATEST VIDEOS 

 

You will find Amanda’s most recent cooking videos on our website under the “Eat with Us” tab. Have a look: 
Open Doors - Eat with Us 

 

Did you miss last week’s Church & Chat (August 2)?  You can now watch it at your leisure –  
Church & Chat - August 2 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

O God, our resurrection and life, the promise of your new life in Christ is like a breath of fresh air in a dry and 

thirsty land. We have gathered as believers, and as those who are seeking the truth.  

Guide our worship this hour. 

 

O God who makes all things new, speak to us as whole people today. May your truth touch not just our intellect, 

but also our deeper yearning of heart and soul. We bring with us our daily concerns, as well as our more eternal 

questions. May your new creation in us shed light upon our everyday walk. 

 

O God who changed water into wine, quench our thirst with the new wine of heaven, that we might overflow 

with your goodness right where we are.  

 

All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

Amen. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

https://stcb.ca/open-doors/eat-with-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9lA1ge3dKQ


 

BIBLE READING 

 

 

 

Luke 5: 36-39  New Wine 

 

Jesus also told them a parable: ‘No one tears a piece from a new garment and sews it on an old garment; 

otherwise the new will be torn, and the piece from the new will not match the old. And no one puts new wine 

into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will be spilled, and the skins will be 

destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine desires new 

wine, but says, “The old is good.” ’ 

 

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 

Thanks be to God. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MESSAGE FROM JON 

 

 
 

Jesus was quite the authority on the subject of wine. Think of it. His first miracle: water into wine. Parables 

about vineyards and wineskins. The Last Supper: drink ye all of this. Oh yeah, Jesus knew a thing or two about 

wine.  

 

In Luke chapter 5 this week, we hear Jesus talking about the virtues of new wineskins and old ones. There was 

no such thing as glass bottles in Jesus' day. He knew that new wine ferments rapidly in the skin, building up 

pressure. This fermenting process, which happens in the wineskin, required a vessel that was flexible and 

expandable. Jesus knew that old wineskins get rigid and inflexible, unable to sustain the pressure created by the 

new wine. Consequently, they burst. This is no good. New wineskins for new wine.  

 

So are we, the church, an old wineskin? Brittle and hard skins are the cost of having some really good wine. 

Full of flavour and smooth. But, can we also be a new wineskin? Ready to begin the fermenting process again?  

 

Scripture teaches us that new wine is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. It is dynamic, moveable, and prophetic. So we 

often pray that the Holy Spirit will be poured out upon us. At Pentecost, especially we are surprised by the 

movement of the Holy Spirit. What if God were to pour out the Holy Spirit afresh upon your life today? Would 

you expand … or burst?  

 

Take a moment and consider your own life, your routines. Is there any room for God to move there? God needs 

some room. Your thoughts and attitude, have you got it all figured out, or is there space for God to enter in and 

change you? Are you willing to make change because of God working in your life? Will you burst under the 

pressure of God’s new wine?  



 

 

Sometimes it feels like we might. But know this. God is faithful. The path is laid out for us. We only need to be 

open to it. God is ready to create something new in you, in us, the church, in our community. So ready.  

 

So join me in this prayer this week:  

Holy God, make me into a new wineskin, flexible and able to receive what you desire to pour into my life. 

Through your Holy Spirit, help me to grow with Jesus so that your church can bring about the transformation 

that this world so desperately needs.  

 

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 
Rev. Jon Forbes 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY 

 

 
 
Prayers of the People 

By Jan Pearce / Led by Betty Anne Millar 

 

(Prayers for anytime, including Church and Chat on Sunday morning.) 

 

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bodies, and your Spirit brings truth to the world.  

Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth and give us language to proclaim your gospel.  

Lord, open our hearts to your transforming power,  

Hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, liberate us from complacency and apathy. Inspire us with Christ’s vision for a world reborn. Help 

us to recognize our gifts of ministry and to use them in service to others. Transform our hearts and our minds 

and fill us with your love. Remind us that there is no greater calling than to love you and to love our neighbours 

as ourselves. Help us, as part of your universal church, to reach out to others with the good news of Christ to 

bring hope to those in distress. 

Lord, open our hearts to your transforming power.  

Hear our prayer. 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for the world that God loves. In the 

world-wide Anglican communion we pray for the Province of the Anglican church of Rwanda. 

In the Niagara Diocese, we pray for those in the parish of All Saints Lutheran Anglican in Guelph. 

Here at St. Christopher’s we pray for Hollis, our Priest-in-Charge, Jon our Pastoral Associate, our dedicated 

staff and all who exercise leadership roles, especially during this pandemic time when worship is not happening 

in our church home. Guide us in our relationships with each other, within the church, within our families, with 

our neighbours and draw us together in your fellowship of love, joy and holiness. Guide those who will choose 



 

our new Rector. We ask that we may receive a faithful servant who will care for, lead and support us in our 

various ministries, both in our parish and throughout the wider community. We pray that our lives tell your 

story.  

Lord, open our hearts to your transforming power,  

Hear our prayer. 

 

God, your Spirit swept over the waters and you created the human family. Now we are divided, and war and 

violence threaten innocent lives.  Renew the strength and commitment of peacemakers and humanitarian aid 

workers. Raise up leaders who value justice more than power. Connect the nations with the strength of the Holy 

Spirit, so that all will live in hope and peace. 

Lord, open our hearts to your transforming power.  

Hear our prayer. 

 

Your creating Spirit renews the face of the earth. Bring to birth new life in the earth’s land forms and waters. 

Awaken us from the slumber of neglect to show tender care for our earthly home. We are fortunate to live in a 

land of plenty that is peaceful and we give thanks for this blessing.  

Lord, open our hearts to your transforming power.   

Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Give them courage and hope in their troubles and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

We pray for those who grieve the loss of loved ones. And we pray for those whom we have loved and see no 

more. Today we lovingly remember Ron Tamaki, Diane Haney and Ann and Reg Hewitt. 

At this time, please add your own prayers aloud or in silence. 

Lord, open our hearts to your transforming power.  

Hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, you fulfilled the Easter promise by sending us your Holy Spirit. May that spirit 

unite the races and nations on earth to proclaim your glory. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. All this we ask in the name of the 

One who taught us to pray: 

 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today, our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the Kingdom, the power and glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HYMN 

 

 
 
(Andy is on vacation this week. We will be welcoming Jamie Barnes as our guest musician!) 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


