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September 29, 2020 

 
In Person Communion Service 
 
We continue to offer in-person worship services this Sunday, October 4.   
As we are currently capped at a maximum of 50 people in our building, 
 registration will be required if you wish to attend.  
 
To register your attendance, please follow this link:  https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/in-
person-sunday-worship-october-4-tickets-123164788197 
 
In order to keep everyone safe and to comply with all health regulations, 
 the following rules will be in effect: 
 The number of people in the church is capped at 50. 
 Masks are required and physical distancing must be maintained. 
 Only members of the same household (persons who all live at the same address) 

may sit together in a group of chairs. (social bubbles will not be recognized) 
 Names, addresses, and email addresses of all attendees will be collected at 

registration for contact tracing purposes. 
 

We have created a video, which highlights what you can expect: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UncTLk6F9OE&feature=youtu.be 
You can also view it on our website under the Worship - Services tab. 
 
If you were not able to return to Worship in person on September 27, 2020, please take 
time to watch the service here:  https://youtu.be/rkd_OS1-GHA 
 

 
NOTE:  With the in-person worship at 9 am on Sunday and its broadcast on ZOOM at 11 
am, we are sending this to help you in your daily devotions as we get ready for Sunday. 
The order of service will be sent later in the week.  Please check the email blasts or call 
the church office for more information. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/in-person-sunday-worship-october-4-tickets-123164788197
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/in-person-sunday-worship-october-4-tickets-123164788197
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UncTLk6F9OE&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/rkd_OS1-GHA


October 4th is the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi - the patron saint of animals and the 
environment.  Our worship will reflect the season of creation and our relationship with 
all creatures great and small.  

 
PRAYER 
 
God, our Creator, help us to love all creation as our kin,  
all animals as our partners on earth,  
all birds as messengers of praise and  
all creatures as expressions of your mysterious design.  Amen. 
 

 
BIBLE READING (NIV) 
 

 
 

Matthew 6: 25-34 
Do Not Worry 
read by Rob Pawson 

 
Jesus said … 
“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothes? 
 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much more valuable than they? 
 
Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
 
Why do you worry about clothes?  See how the flowers of the field grow.  They do not 
labor or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you - you of little faith? 
So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 



 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 
 
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. 
 
Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each 
day has enough trouble of its own. 
 

 
A REFLECTION ON THE SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY 
 

 
 
Matthew 6: 25 - 34 
 
We celebrate the Feast day for St Francis.  St. Francis is the friar who loved the flowers 
and the birds and has a million statues in gardens the world over…  
 
St. Francis walked the earth back in the 12th century, and because of his views on 
scripture, the religious life and how the world works, the church sees the world 
differently than we might have without him. 
 
Frances spent time deeply reflecting on the life of Christ; he was deeply committed to 
Jesus and the rebuilding of the church.  Quite literally rebuilding the church at Assisi.  He 
was a reformer, someone who encouraged people to live into their baptismal vows in 
ways that were radically different than most people were doing.  He started the order of 
friars and encouraged prayerful people to make a difference in the world.  Franciscan 
spirituality is focused on striving for God’s kingdom and its righteousness; this should be 
the goal of every human life. 
 



Today’s scripture is in the midst of the Sermon on the mount - with a focus on priorities 
and anxiety.  This is more than a word of comfort to some distraught friends, it is a 
commandment, a call to action. Anxiety can paralyze the spiritual life, and we must 
overcome our focus on creaturely life if we are going to learn to pray. 
 
Our health, our standard of living is never secure, Francis new well, throwing away the 
riches and responsibilities of wealthy life to follow Christ.  He learned to trust God.  This 
is not an easy lesson.  Following Jesus is always hard work. 
 
When we focus on providing for ourselves as the goal of this life, as many of us do, we 
get it wrong.  Jesus wants us to see that these things will be taken care of when we 
focus on our spiritual life.  Today’s trouble is enough trouble for today.  Don’t worry 
there will be more tomorrow. 
 
Jesus dealt with his anxieties in this life.  He cries out from the cross, before his death on 
Good Friday.  Throwing out his concerns about being forsaken to the one who created 
him. He foreshadows the resurrection to come at Easter.  Our hope and our truth 
affirmed in the darkest moments.  We are not only provided for, but absolved, affirmed, 
and called into action. 
 
So what does this have to do with the blessing of the animals?  Good Question.  Francis 
is known for seeing the life of Christ in a different light than the institutional church did 
at the height of its mission to evangelize a pagan Europe.  It was the monastic 
movement at this time that spread the gospel message.  It was their dedication to work 
and worship that showed people a different way of being in the world.  They 
approached everything they did as a call to the good life, the gospel life.  Francis 
believed that all things were created by God, including humanity and that we had a 
place in the ordered world but not one that kept dominion over the world as we often 
see ourselves.  Even here in Canada, we call ourselves the Dominion of Canada.  With an 
attitude that shows our superiority over the animals, the land and even the first 
peoples.  From Sea to sea to sea - this is something we must change. 
 
Francis calls us to live in harmony with the world.  And so on Sunday, you are invited to 
drive by the church between 4 and 5 pm and we will bless the animals as we have done 
these past few years.  This is an outward sign of the inward sacrament that we believe 
that all is sacred in this world, and a commitment to that new /old way of thinking.  We 
are to have a right relationship with God, and all of creation. 
 
Come one, Come all, Come Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



 
Rev. Jon Forbes 
Pastoral Associate 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 
 
written by Gerry Anthony 
 

Let us pray for the church.  O God, you have graced us with the gift of life and a world to 
live in.  Empower and strengthen your church that, true to its calling, it may witness to 
your radical and boundless love, in word and deed.  In the Anglican cycle of prayer this 
week we pray for St. John in Jordan in the Niagara Diocese and in the worldwide 
Anglican communion we pray for the Anglican Church in Tanzania. 
 
O God of grace and glory, 
 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all those who suffer poverty, injustice or oppression.  Liberating God, you 
are the hope of the weak and the needy.  Rescue those who suffer when they cry out.  
Open the ears of our hearts to hear and quicken in us the fire to respond in love. 
 
O God of grace and glory, 
 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all children and families.  Caring God, we ask for your guidance and 
support on our families.  For children who are less fortunate, the orphaned and 



neglected and those who live in fear of violence or disease; we pray that they may be 
relieved and protected. 
 
O God of love and mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for those affected by COVID 19.  Bring wisdom to doctors.  Give 
understanding to scientists.  Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity.  Bring 
healing to those who are ill.  Protect those who are most at risk.  Give comfort to those 
who have lost a loved one.  Stabilize our communities.  Unite us in our compassion.  
Remove all fear from our hearts.  Fill us with confidence in Your care. 
 
O God of love and mercy,  
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for all those who have died.  In our Parish Family we remember today: 
 

Margaret & Ernie Francis 
Ken Jacobs 
 

God of All Generations, we thank you for the gift of the lives and the loving service of all 
who have died. 
 
O God of grace and compassion 
 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for the animals, Lord God, who made every living thing with which the water 
teems, and every winged bird, the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, 
and the wild animals, and called it all “good.”  Thank you for animals, especially our 
pets, for their life that comes from you, and for the love and joy they bring  
 
O God of grace and glory, 
 
Hear our prayer. 
 
There is a price to pay for education 
There is a price to pay for ignorance 



There is a price to pay for attending to good health 
There is a price to pay for neglecting health 
There is a price to pay for attending to relationships 
There is a price to pay for neglecting relationships 
There is a price to pay for love 
There is a price to pay for fear and hate 
 
We cannot choose whether we pay…only for what. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS – A Drive Through 
 

 
Bring your animals to St. Christopher’s on Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 4 pm and have 
your pet blessed by our clergy.  Please enter through the south driveway.  As part of the 
Season of Creation celebration our Sunday morning worship will centre around the 
Feast of St. Francis. 
 
Spread the word and invite your family, friends and community folks to join us for this 
unique Blessing of the Animals. 

 
THE UNCONNECTED NOW PLUG IN 
 

Last week we began producing all correspondence sent by email into a hardcopy format 
and mailing it to 88 people who do not have the internet.  In this way, this group may 
stay better connected.  Each week we will mail out bulletins, email blasts and 
birthdays/anniversaries and memorials to those who cannot see it any other way.  They 
will receive it in the week following the original correspondence.  Office volunteers will 
make a gradual return to the building (for less hours and on fewer days than originally). 
We are thankful for their continued support of St. Christopher’s in many important 



ways.  Thank you too to all who have been faithful in making regular phone calls to 
those not on the internet, over these last six months. 
 

 
 

If you no longer wish to receive emails from St. Christopher’s, please reply to this email with “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

 


