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St. Christopher’s Burlington 
Church & Chat 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 
The 1st Sunday of Advent 

Worship at 11 am 
 
Announcements – Hollis Hiscock 
 
Music or bell to begin Worship 
 
Welcome – Hollis 
 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle of Hope (taped) 
 
OPENING PRAYER         BAS 
 
Loving God, who gave your apostle Andrew 
grace to believe in his heart 
and to confess with his lips that Jesus is Lord, 
touch our lips and our hearts 
that faith may burn within us, 
and we may share in the witness of your Church 
to the whole human family; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
BIBLE READING           NIV 
Matthew 4:18-20 and John 1:35-42A ( 
Read by Rowena Broad 

 
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net 
into the lake, for they were fishermen.  
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 
people.”  
 
At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 
Several days later, John the Baptist was there again with two of his 
disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God!” 
 
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.   
 
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you 
want?” 



 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
 
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 
 
So, they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day 
with him. It was about four in the afternoon. 
 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what 
John had said and who had followed Jesus.  
 
The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him 
to Jesus. 
 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 
SUNDAY HOMILY – Michael Coren 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Written & read by John Reszitnyk 
 
One:  As I write these prayers, the hours of daylight have shortened, 

temperatures are falling and snow is on the ground.  With rise of the 

second wave of COVID-19 and the coming of the flu season, with our in-

person services suspended and our recent move to the Red level in 

Halton and lock-down in Toronto and Peel, people are once again not 

getting out to see family and friends in person and are not partaking in 

meals or gatherings outside of their households.  Recalling how Easter 

was changed, what will Christmas be like?  Today is the first Sunday of 



Advent, a time of anticipation and preparation.  Today’s lighting of the 

first Advent candle symbolizes hope. 

Martin Luther King Jr. talked about hope in tough times when he said, 

“But I know, somehow, that only when it is dark enough can you see 

the stars.”  Roy T. Bennett said, “Never lose hope.  Storms make people 

stronger and never last forever.”  G. K. Chesterton reminded us of an 

important lesson, “Fairy tales do not tell children that dragons exist.  

Children already know that dragons exist.  Fairy tales tell children the 

dragons can be killed.” 

To the bidding, God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the 

advent of your kingdom. 

Please respond:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Remember with hope the elderly and others in long term care 

facilities, especially those in lock-downs.  Remember the sick, especially 

those suffering with COVID-19. Remember the poor and the needy.  

Remember those experiencing stress, especially people suffering from 

mental health concerns, families coping with trying circumstances, and 

all peoples of marginalized communities especially our indigenous 

peoples, migrant workers, immigrants, refugees, racialized peoples and 

our LGBTQ community. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All: Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Desmond Tutu said, “Hope is being able to see that there is light 

despite all of the darkness.”  This echoes the words of the Psalmist, 

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path “.  Tom Bodett 

reminds us that “a person needs just three things to be truly happy in 



this world:  someone to love, something to do, and something to hope 

for.” 

Let us give thanks for our community of Burlington.  Remember 

especially all of our local shops, stores, restaurants, services and 

charities and all those who work in them.  Keep them safe. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Pray for the leaders of our city of Burlington, province of Ontario, 

country of Canada and all national and international leaders.  Bring 

them wisdom in these trying times.  Help them to take positive actions 

to help address the world’s ills especially the impacts of climate change, 

disparity in opportunity and the current pandemic. 

Let us pray for all people of faith throughout the world.  In our world-

wide church, give thanks and pray for the Lusitanian Church in Portugal.  

In Canada, give thanks and pray for all people of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  In the Niagara Diocese, give thanks and pray for the people 

and clergy of St. John, St. Catharines. 

In our own church community of St. Christopher’s, we give thanks for 

the continued commitment and service of all clergy, staff, and 

volunteers.  We pray for all the people of our parish. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Remember the lives and examples of our dear departed, 

especially: 

William & Edith Nichol, Elgin Shelton. 



Pray for their family, friends and loved ones.  Give them strength. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

All:  Each of us is called to do God’s work.  Saint Augustine told us to 

“Pray as though everything depended on God.  Work as though 

everything depended on you”. 

Let us pray for the success of COVID-19 vaccine and treatment efforts.  

Let us pray that as the vaccines are approved for use that logistical 

issues and prioritization of use are done thoughtfully and with a care to 

those most in need. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Let us pray that each of us, as best as we are able, apply our God 

given talent, time and treasure to further your kingdom. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Let us all remember to take care of ourselves so that we can take 

care of others. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All: Where none shall be afraid. 



One:  At this time, please add your own thanksgivings, prayers and 

petitions. 

 (Moments for individual prayer) 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your 

kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Saint Augustine said, “Hope has two beautiful daughters; their 

names are Anger and Courage.  Anger at the way things are, and 

Courage to see that they do not remain as they are.“  Together let us 

join in the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 

daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

HYMN 
Will You Come and Follow Me       CP 430 
 

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 



 Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

4. Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
 In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING – Hollis 
 
All: 
Loving God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single 
peace.  Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of 
our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace 
among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Our WORSHIP ends … our SERVICE begins 
 
Chat starts now 
 


