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November 24, 2020 

 
Sunday Church & Chat 
 

 
 
10:45 am Our community gathers through Zoom 
11:00 am Our Church worship begins 
11:45 am Our chat resumes 
 
To attend Sunday’s Church & Chat time on ZOOM at 10:45 am, please use the following link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046961595?pwd=NC9pUG1pTm43UWs0dGNjYmdnSS9vZz09 

Meeting ID: 880 4696 1595 
Passcode: 036958 
 
We are sending these prayers, readings and reflection today to help you in your daily devotions as 
we anticipate worship on Sunday together.  Please call the church office at 905.634.1809 for more 
information. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046961595?pwd=NC9pUG1pTm43UWs0dGNjYmdnSS9vZz09


Please stay tuned to our YouTube channel, if you miss any of our previous worship services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/stchris2011 
 

 
 

Weekday Devotions and Sunday Worship Preparation 
Wednesday, November 25 - Sunday, November 29, 2020 

The 1st Sunday of Advent 
St. Christopher’s Burlington 

 
Announcements – Hollis Hiscock 
Music/Bell to begin worship 
Welcome – Hollis Hiscock 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Candle of Hope (taped) 
 
Opening Prayer  (BAS) 
 
Loving God, who gave your apostle Andrew 
grace to believe in his heart 
and to confess with his lips that Jesus is Lord, 
touch our lips and our hearts 
that faith may burn within us, 
and we may share in the witness of your Church 
to the whole human family; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 
Bible Reading (NIV) 
 

 
 

read by Rowena Broad 

 
Matthew 4:18-20 and John 1:35-42a  

https://www.youtube.com/user/stchris2011


 
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 
brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”  
 
At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 
Several days later, John the Baptist was there again with two of his disciples.  When he saw Jesus 
passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
 
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 
 
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
 
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 
 
So, they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him.  It was about four 
in the afternoon. 
 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had 
followed Jesus.  
 
The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(that is, the Christ).  And he brought him to Jesus. 
 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Letter from Michael 
 



 
 
Generally speaking, organized Christianity, and religion in general for that matter, has reacted 
intelligently and responsibility to the Coronavirus crisis.  There has even been something deeply 
moving watching as people of faith join in an internet community to worship together and 
demonstrate a worried but heartfelt solidarity in the face of a still unfolding threat. 
 
Such maturity hasn’t always been the way of course.  Historically, there have always been 
Christians who looked for scapegoats (Jews, foreigners, witches, whomever) when plague or 
disasters occurred, and others who were convinced that it was all a punishment from God for our 
sins.  Those sins tend to vary according to the political climate of the day. 
 
Back in 2014 Texas televangelist John Hagee said that the Ebola outbreak was God’s punishment 
for President Barack Obama’s policies, and after 9/11, Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson claimed that 
God had allowed the terror attack because the Lord Almighty was angry with America for 
encouraging abortion, homosexuality and secular education.  Then there was AIDS.  Because in the 
western world the virus was particularly hideous and common among gay men and intravenous 
drug users, the Christian right saw God’s hand at work. 
 
More recently, Lifesite News, a highly popular media platform founded by the influential Canadian 
anti-abortion organization Campaign Life, ran a column with the headline, “Coronavirus is the killer 
of globalization and a scourge from God.” 
 
Apart from being so cruel, this reductive and banal spirituality is in fact profoundly ungodly.  It 
depicts a genocidal God, sufficiently cruel to hurt indiscriminately, and too indifferent or impotent 
to be able to punish only those who have genuinely caused harm.  It’s all the product of an ancient, 
fearful belief system that has nothing to do with the gentle Jewish rabbi of the 1st century who 
called for love and forgiveness, and so distant and different from the Gospel calls of Jesus to turn 
the other cheek, embrace our enemies, reach out to the most rejected and marginalized, and work 
for justice and peace. 
 



If Coronavirus is anything, for the Christian it’s an opportunity to show the love, care, and 
community that should characterize followers of Yeshua.  We love therefore we are; we stand with 
the sick, poor, forgotten, and marginalized because it is at the heart of our faith.  We will come 
through this new darkness, and let us pray that it teaches us more about what it is to be human and 
faithful.  God bless you. 
 

 
Rev. Michael Coren 
Associate Curate 
 

 
Homily – Michael Coren 
 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

 
 

written by Jon Reszitnyk 
 

One:  As I write these prayers, the hours of daylight have shortened, temperatures are falling and 

snow is on the ground.  With rise of the second wave of COVID-19 and the coming of the flu season, 

with our in-person services suspended and our recent move to the Red level in Halton and lock-

down in Toronto and Peel, people are once again not getting out to see family and friends in person 

and are not partaking in meals or gatherings outside of their households.  Recalling how Easter was 

changed, what will Christmas be like?  Today is the first Sunday of Advent, a time of anticipation 

and preparation.  Today’s lighting of the first Advent candle symbolizes hope. 

Martin Luther King Jr. talked about hope in tough times when he said, “But I know, somehow, that 

only when it is dark enough can you see the stars.”  Roy T. Bennett said, “Never lose hope.  Storms 



make people stronger and never last forever.”  G. K. Chesterton reminded us of an important 

lesson, “Fairy tales do not tell children that dragons exist.  Children already know that dragons 

exist.  Fairy tales tell children the dragons can be killed.” 

To the bidding, God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

Please respond:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Remember with hope the elderly and others in long term care facilities, especially those in 

lock-downs.  Remember the sick, especially those suffering with COVID-19. Remember the poor 

and the needy.  Remember those experiencing stress, especially people suffering from mental 

health concerns, families coping with trying circumstances, and all peoples of marginalized 

communities especially our indigenous peoples, migrant workers, immigrants, refugees, racialized 

peoples and our LGBTQ community. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All: Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Desmond Tutu said, “Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.”  

This echoes the words of the Psalmist, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path “.  Tom 

Bodett reminds us that “a person needs just three things to be truly happy in this world:  someone 

to love, something to do, and something to hope for.” 

Let us give thanks for our community of Burlington.  Remember especially all of our local shops, 

stores, restaurants, services and charities and all those who work in them.  Keep them safe. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Pray for the leaders of our city of Burlington, province of Ontario, country of Canada and all 

national and international leaders.  Bring them wisdom in these trying times.  Help them to take 

positive actions to help address the world’s ills especially the impacts of climate change, disparity in 

opportunity and the current pandemic. 

Let us pray for all people of faith throughout the world.  In our world-wide church, give thanks and 

pray for the Lusitanian Church in Portugal.  In Canada, give thanks and pray for all people of the 

Anglican Church of Canada.  In the Niagara Diocese, give thanks and pray for the people and clergy 

of St. John, St. Catharines. 

In our own church community of St. Christopher’s, we give thanks for the continued commitment 

and service of all clergy, staff, and volunteers.  We pray for all the people of our parish. 



One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Remember the lives and examples of our dear departed, especially  

William & Edith Nichol. 

Pray for their family, friends and loved ones.  Give them strength. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

All:  Each of us is called to do God’s work.  Saint Augustine told us to “Pray as though everything 

depended on God.  Work as though everything depended on you”. 

Let us pray for the success of COVID-19 vaccine and treatment efforts.  Let us pray that as the 

vaccines are approved for use that logistical issues and prioritization of use are done thoughtfully 

and with a care to those most in need. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Let us pray that each of us, as best as we are able, apply our God given talent, time and 

treasure to further your kingdom. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Let us all remember to take care of ourselves so that we can take care of others. 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All: Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  At this time, please add your own thanksgivings, prayers and petitions. 

 (Moments for individual prayer) 

One:  God of hope, stir in us the expectation of the advent of your kingdom. 

All:  Where none shall be afraid. 

One:  Saint Augustine said, “Hope has two beautiful daughters; their names are Anger and Courage.  

Anger at the way things are, and Courage to see that they do not remain as they are.“  Together let 

us join in the prayer that Jesus taught us: 



All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 
Hymn 
 

 
 
Will You Come and Follow Me         CP 430 
 

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

4. Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
 In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 



 Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

 
Closing Prayer and Blessing – Hollis Hiscock 

 
All: 
Loving God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace.   
Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows,  
and give peace to your Church, peace among nations, peace in our homes,  
and peace in our hearts.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
 
Our WORSHIP ends … our SERVICE begins. 
Chat starts now. 
 

 
 

Calling All St. Christopher’s Kids! 
 

 
 

Because of Covid-19, the Children’s Service on Christmas Eve will look a little different this year - 
and we need your help to make it extra special! 
 
We are asking all kids to create a special craft, picture or painting that will be shared during the 
online Children’s Service.  You could see your art in the accompanying slides on Zoom of prayers, 
during a hymn or even through a reading! 
 
Some suggestions for Christmas crafts include: 
 
The Nativity Scene 
A Star 



An Angel 
A Jesse Tree 
What Christmas Means to You 
Gifts of Jesus 
Love and Peace 
 
We are also looking for a youth member to write The Christmas Story which will be read during the 
service.  If you are interested, please let us know. 
 
Please send pictures of all crafts to Erick Nettel at nettelerick@gmail.com by December 17th.  Feel 
free to include your name in the picture so we know who made each piece of amazing artwork!  
One last note, if possible, please take your picture in landscape format (horizontally) as it will work 
better for video. 
 
Be creative and have fun!  We look forward to sharing your talent and excitement for the birth of 
Jesus with St. Christopher’s. 
 
Jillian Stewart 
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