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December 1, 2020 

 
Sunday Church & Chat 
 

 
 
10:45 am Our community gathers through Zoom 
11:00 am Our Church worship begins 
11:45 am Our chat resumes 
 
To attend Sunday’s Church & Chat time on ZOOM at 10:45 am, please use the following link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046961595?pwd=NC9pUG1pTm43UWs0dGNjYmdnSS9vZz09 

Meeting ID: 880 4696 1595 
Passcode: 036958 
 
We are sending these prayers, readings and reflection today to help you in your daily devotions as 
we anticipate worship on Sunday together.  Please call the church office at 905.634.1809 for more 
information. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046961595?pwd=NC9pUG1pTm43UWs0dGNjYmdnSS9vZz09


Please stay tuned to our YouTube channel, if you miss any of our previous worship services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/stchris2011 
 

 
 

Weekday Devotions and Sunday Worship Preparation 
Wednesday, December 2 - Sunday, December 6, 2020 

The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
St. Christopher’s Burlington 

 
Announcements - Michael Coren 
Music/Bell to begin Worship 
Welcome - Michael Coren 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath - Candle of Peace  (taped) 
 
Last week we lit the candle of Hope. 
Today, we light the candle of Peace. 
 

 
Opening Prayer  (stnicholascenter.org) 
 
All: 
God of joy and cheer, we thank you for your servant, 
the good bishop Nicholas. 
In loving the poor, he showed us your kindness. 
In caring for your children, he revealed your love. 
Make us thoughtful without need of reward 
so that we, too, may be good followers of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 
Bible Reading  (NIV) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/stchris2011


 
 

read by Betty Ann Millar 

 
Matthew 25: 35-40  Gifting to Others 
 
Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me,  
I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 
Then the righteous will ask him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 
and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?” 
 
The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
HOLLISletter 
 

 



 
Nicholas – A Saint and Patron for all People and Ages 
 
Leo Podetz, a long-time member of St. Christopher’s, had an extraordinary gift. 
 
He could take a piece of wood, examine it, visualize what was hidden inside and then bring it to life. 
In 2009, he knew St. Nicholas (Santa Claus) was itching to be born. 
 
So, employing his wood working talents, he whittled with his carving tools, then sanded, painted, 
and added some finishing touches and presented his St. Nicholas to the world. 
 
Helen and I bought Leo’s creation at the St. Christopher’s Christmas Market.  Now it occupies a 
prominent place in our home as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, and it reminds us of those who 
brought Jesus’ gospel to life in their daily actions. 
 
Leo also has a great sense of humour.  He called this piece, “On a Diet”.  I am not sure why.  Maybe 
he was trying to portray Santa Claus as a trimmed down figure, rather than the one who eats 
billions of cookies and drinks vats of milk as he traverses the globe in one night.  Or maybe, he had 
to carve Nicholas according to the dimensions of the piece of wood. 
 
Sunday, December 6th is St. Nicholas’ Day.  I have included a photo of Leo’s St. Nicholas to help us 
reflect on the life, witness, and example of this 4th century saint, the Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor. 
 
Leo captured the soul of St. Nicholas in his face, especially his eyes.  It shows his compassion and 
kindness for all people, and why Nicholas was known as the patron saint of everyone.  On his 
website - prostitutes, button-makers, travelers, pharmacists, brewers, and clergy - are among the 
more than 100 groups of people who make such a claim. 
 
Leo would be honoured to know that Nicholas was also the patron saint of woodturners (wood 
carvers).  Nicholas would be honoured to know that 1,600 years after he died, Leo carved him from 
wood in Burlington, Ontario, Canada, a long space and time from his century and home city of 
Myra. 
 
The sack toted by Nicholas embodies his generosity in sharing his wealth with those in need. 
 
Take, for example, the man with three daughters who could not afford doweries for them.  After 
hearing of the family plight, Nicholas - in the middle of the night – dropped a sack of money 
through their window.  He did it on three occasions.  When the father caught him dropping the 
third bag, Nicholas made him promise not to tell anyone.  He wanted to give his gifts anonymously, 
following the example set by his Lord Jesus. 



 
The staff or crozier carried by Nicholas signifies his role as a bishop.  Following the good shepherd 
Jesus Christ, a bishop carries a crozier to indicate their responsibility to shepherd their people by 
leading, guiding, and protecting them. 
 
For example, sailors returning from lengthy ocean voyages would flock to churches named after  
St. Nicholas to give thanks for returning them safely home. 
 
St. Nicholas’ Church in Torbay, Newfoundland - where we once lived - overlooks the rugged and 
dangerous Atlantic Ocean.  It was built there so the fishers could be guided by the cross on the 
spire on a clear day, and piloted by the sound of the church bell on a foggy one. 
 
You can learn much more about St. Nicholas by visiting stnicholascenter.org. 
 

 
Hollis Hiscock 
Interim Priest in Charge 
 

 
Homily - Hollis Hiscock 
 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

 
 

written by Christyn Perkons 
 

One: Emmanuel, God with us, your people falter in the darkness yearning for your light.  In the 

midst of that darkness, rekindle our hope. 

As we long for peace in the midst of strife, loving God 



All: be with us. 

One: As we pray for an end to the pandemic, for a safe, accessible vaccine, and for the wellbeing 

of all your people worldwide, loving God, 

All: be with us. 

One: As we pray for families to be reunited; the families of migrant farm workers, of refugees, of 

Mexican and Central American children warehoused all over the U.S., of children waiting to 

be adopted, where parents are serving away from home, where illness separates loved 

ones…loving God, 

All: be with us. 

One: As we pray for enemies to be reconciled, knowing that as reconciliation happens in our own 

lives so will it spread throughout our communities, our nation, and the globe, loving God, 

All: be with us. 

One: As we pray for lands to be restored, letting go of our sense of entitlement and sharing a 

deep commitment with First Peoples to Turtle Island as a home for all, loving God, 

All: be with us. 

One: As we pray for kindness and compassion treasuring community and relationships above all 

else, loving God, 

All: be with us. 

One: God of peace, restore us to right relationship with one another.  Bring light and joy into the 

darkness.  May your love transform a hurting world with peace and justice across all 

boundaries, borders, barriers, and brokenness. 

 In Jesus’ name, we pray 

All: Amen. 

One: and so we continue with the prayer Jesus taught us… 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 
Hymn 



 

 
 
My Grown-Up Christmas List 
music by David Foster 
lyrics by Linda Thompson-Jenner 

 

 
Closing Prayer and Blessing – Hollis Hiscock 

 
All: 
Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know You more clearly, 
love You more dearly, and  
follow You more nearly day by day.  Amen. 
 
(Richard of Chichester:  daily-prayers.org) 
 

 
 
Our WORSHIP ends … our SERVICE begins. 
Chat starts now. 
 

 
 

A Little Humour to Brighten Your Day 
 
One day during our children's sermon, I was telling the kids about how the angel came to Mary to 
tell her about how she would help bring Jesus into the world. 
 
One little girl seemed puzzled about this whole scene. 



Then another child asked what I thought would be the first thing Mary would have asked for after 
the angel left her. 
 
Instantly this little girl chimed in with "I'll bet she asked for a little help from Joseph!" 
 
(St. Thomas. St. John’s) 
 

 
Calling All St. Christopher’s Kids! 
 

 
 

Because of Covid-19, the Children’s Service on Christmas Eve will look a little different this year - 
and we need your help to make it extra special! 
 
We are asking all kids to create a special craft, picture or painting that will be shared during the 
online Children’s Service.  You could see your art in the accompanying slides on Zoom of prayers, 
during a hymn or even through a reading! 
 
Some suggestions for Christmas crafts include: 
 
The Nativity Scene 
A Star 
An Angel 
A Jesse Tree 
What Christmas Means to You 
Gifts of Jesus 
Love and Peace 
 
We are also looking for a youth member to write The Christmas Story which will be read during the 
service.  If you are interested, please let us know. 
 



Please send pictures of all crafts to Erick Nettel at nettelerick@gmail.com by December 17th.  Feel 
free to include your name in the picture so we know who made each piece of amazing artwork!  
One last note, if possible, please take your picture in landscape format (horizontally) as it will work 
better for video. 
 
Be creative and have fun!  We look forward to sharing your talent and excitement for the birth of 
Jesus with St. Christopher’s. 
 
Jillian Stewart 
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