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Rev. DR. Penny AnDeRson

RectoR

Penny’s Questions

I’m so excited to begin 
my appointment as your 
Rector! I can’t wait to 

get to know you and to 
find my place in our shared 
ministry. This is the start of 
a good thing!

It will be a while before 
we’ll be able to chat in the 
Great Hall over a cup of 
coffee after church. These 
are not the days when I will 
drop in on your gathering 
in the Family Room, or 

cross paths with you in the 
parking lot. So I’ve been 
working on a little plan to 
meet you in smallish groups 
over Zoom. Today, I invite 
you to browse through 
some videos I made where I 
share some of the questions 
that animate my thinking 
and inform my approach 
to ministry. If one of the 
videos interests you, please 
plan to at tend a Zoom 
gathering on the same 

What Is Anglican 
Theology at its Best?

Wed., Jan. 20, 7pm

None of the Above!
Thu., Jan. 28, 10:30am

How Can the Church 
Reach Young People 

in 2021?
Mon., Jan. 25, 7pm

How Do We Join 
in God’s Work in the 

World?
Mon., Jan. 25, 1:30pm

How Can the Church 
Get Better at Diversity 

and Inclusion?
Thu., Jan. 21, 1pm

Just How Narrow 
is the Bible’s View of 

Gender?
Sat., Jan. 23, 1pm

subject.
The videos are live on 

St. Christopher’s YouTube 
Channel and FaceBook 
Page. The YouTube link is: 
https://www.youtube.com/
user/stchris2011

Below is the schedule 
for the Zoom gatherings. 
You’ll notice that there are 
5 videos and 6 gatherings. 
There’s a spare in case 
you don’t like any of my 
questions:

•	Wh a t 	 I s 	 A n g l i c a n	
Theology at its Best? — 
Wednesday, January 20, 
7pm

•	How	Can	the	Church	Get	
Better at Diversity and 
Inclusion? — Thursday, 
January 21, 1pm

•	 Just	How	Narrow	 is	 the	
Bible’s View of Gender? 
— Saturday, January 23, 
1pm

•	How	Do	We	Join	in	God’s	
Work in the World? — 
Monday, January 25, 
1:30pm

•	How	 Can	 the	 Church	
Reach Young People in 
2021? — Monday, January 
25, 7pm

•	None	 of	 the	 Above!	—	
Thursday, January 28, 
10:30am
Instructions for how to 

connect to a Zoom meeting 
by telephone appear on 
page 12. Zoom links will 
arrive soon in your email 
inbox.

Talk to you soon,
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Dear friends:
I t  i s  n o t 

o f t e n  t ha t  a 
p a r i s h i o n e r  b e co m e s 
Priest-in-Charge of their 
own parish; however since 
January 1, 2020 I have 
been honoured with such a 
marvelous experience. 

Las t  January,  in our 
Messenger, I wrote …

“I am thrilled to be 
working with a very faithful, 
talented and dedicated 
staff. I am excited to be 
ministering with volunteers, 
leaders, and other church 
members as we fulfill the 
mission to which God has 
called us at this time and 
juncture in our parish’s 
history. I am happy to be 
here.”

In January 2021, after an 
unexpected, unbelievable 
pandemic year, I echo the 
same sentiments.

I  t ha n k  o u r  l ov in g 
God for the opportunity 
and for God’s presence 
guiding, protecting, and 
strengthening us daily.

I  also thank you for 
everything you have done, 
are doing, and will do 
for St. Christopher’s and 
God’s world, as we keep 
the gospel message alive 
during very challenging and 
discouraging times.

“Fa i t h  i s  a  journey 
without a map,” American 
theologian Paul Tillick 
wrote. Today he probably 
would say, “faith is a journey 
without a GPS”.

We had neither map nor 
GPS to guide us through 
2020, yet we know that 
God t ravelled with us 
through the deepest valleys 
of COVID-19, despite the 
pain, suffering, fear, and 
deaths which were inflicted 
and which continue to be 
perpetrated upon millions 
of God’s children of all ages 
everywhere.

On January 14, I complete 
m y  P r i e s t - i n - C h a r g e 
ministry but will continue 
my ministry as a parishioner 
of St. Christopher’s … our 
spiritual home which Helen 
and I chose when we moved 
to Burlington over 13 years 
ago.

O n J anuar y  15,  we 
warmly  we lco m e o ur 
new Rector, Penny with 
our full prayerful Christian 
support. I am excited with 
her appointment and look 
forward to partnering with 
her and you as we embrace 
the mission where God is 
calling us to go, to be, and 
to do.

H oweve r,  we  n e e d 
guidepos t s  to help us 

navigate life situations and 
happenings. Here are three 
of my suggestions …
Hand of God
The first guidepost comes 
f r o m  S u n d ay  S c h o o l 
teacher, poet, and college 
professor Minnie Haskins. 
Standing near a balcony 
window, looking down a 
long driveway leading to 
a gate which opened onto 
the street and the unknown, 
she compared it with a new 
year or new journey and 
wrote … 

“I said to the one who 
stood at the gate of the 
year, ‘Give me a light that 
I may tread safely into the 
unknown’; and they replied, 
‘Go out into the darkness, 
and put your hand into the 
hand of God. That shall be 
to you better than a light, 
and safer than a known 
way.’ So, I went forth, and 
finding the hand of God, 
trod gladly into the night.”
Never alone
The second guidepos t 
comes from the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musical, 
Carousel. This song of 
comfort and encouragement 
was included to help a 
per son coping wi th  a 
devastating life situation. 
It is a reminder that we are 
never walking alone – God 

and other human beings are 
by our side.
“When you walk through 

a storm,
Hold your head up high,
And don’t be afraid of the 

dark,
At the end of the storm is a 

golden sky.
And the sweet silver song 

of a lark.
Walk on through the wind,
Walk on through the rain,
Tho’ your dreams be tossed 

and blown,
Walk on, walk on, with hope 

in your heart,
And you’ll never walk alone.
You’ll never walk alone.”
A divine assurance
The third guidepost comes 
from St. Paul and Jesus 
Christ. 

Paul wrote in his letter to 
the Romans (8:38-39), 

“I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Jesus/God promised, “I 
am with you always.”
Prayer for all times 

This prayer, with which 
St . Paul concluded his 
let ter to the Christians  
(2  Co r in th ians  13:14) 
several decades after Jesus’ 
resurrection, may be a good 
mantra for us to repeat often 
in the coming weeks.

“May the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with 
us all.”

HOLLIS message 

Rev. Hollis Hiscock

Thanks for 2020 … Guideposts for 2021
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The Covid Grinch 
came last year and 
did it’s very best to 

steal Christmas from us all, 
but so many people rallied, 
as they had throughout the 
year. 

We  h av e  s o  m u c h 
to be thankful for at St. 
Christopher’s. December 
was filled with as much joy 
and hope as the internet 
could handle. Shortly before 
Christmas, the Diocese 
advised that in person 
worship would once again 
have to be suspended. 
We were fortunate at St. 
Christopher’s to have made 
this decision several weeks 
earlier, which meant we 
didn’t have to scramble to 
make alternate plans for 
Christmas. So much of what 
we enjoy about Christmas at 
St. Christopher’s takes place 
in the building, but just 
as Mary never envisioned 
giving birth in a barn, we too 
had to work with a change of 
location. Hollis and Michael 
led us through a lovely 
Advent series complete 
with candle lighting in the 
church that we were able to 
watch over Zoom. We were 
also able to enjoy Christmas 
Jazz, Lessons and Carols, 
and two Christmas Eve 
services online. Thank you 
to Hollis, Erick, Jillian, and 
Trudy for helping to involve 

Wardens’ rePort

so many young people in 
our Christmas Eve service. 
The children contributed 
artwork, videos, readings, 
prayers, and singing, to 
make us feel like we were 
together even when we 
were apart. 

Although many of us 
couldn’t be in the building 
this Christmas season, that 
doesn’t mean it wasn’t 
put to good use! Open 
Doors continued to provide 
for our community with 
exceptional creativity, so 
that our guests could still 
feel the warmth and love 
that they have come to 
appreciate so much from 
this ministry at Christmas 
time. Santa Claus helped 
to distribute a beautiful 
roast beef dinner to over 
300 people that was made 
possible by a generous 
donation in memory of a 
very special friend of one of 
our parishioners. Christmas 
families was able to help 70 
adults and seniors, and over 
300 children with donations 
of books and pyjamas. A 
huge thank you to Christina 
Mulder for collaborating 
so thoughtfully with other 
Burlington organizations 
to ensure the needs of our 
community were met during 
a time of year that can be 
difficult for so many.

Lo o k ing  ah ead ,  we 

continue to have much 
to be thankful for. Most 
notably, Hollis Hiscock has 
come to the end of his term 
with us as our interim priest-
in-charge. When he joined 
us last Christmas Eve for 
what was expected to be a 
period of four months, I am 
sure neither he nor Helen 
ever could’ve imagined 
that he would be with us 
for over a year and that he 
would navigate us through a 
pandemic and a huge shift 
in church life! Their surprise 
was our gain, as he led us 
with grace, optimism, and 
creativity. We are so grateful 
to Hollis for everything he 
has done for us this past 
year, and look forward to his 
continued involvement in 
the life of St. Christopher’s 
as a parishioner. How nice 
that we don’t have to say 
“goodbye,” only “see you 
next Sunday!“

We are also thrilled that 
the time has finally come 
for us to welcome our new 
Rector! Reverend Penny 
Anderson will be joining 
us this month and we are 
excited to welcome her, her 
wife Catherine, and their 
twin boys Will and Tim 
into our church family. At a 
time of so much change and 
unknown, we are looking 
forward to Penny’s ministry 
to lead us into this new year. 

Welcome Penny!
Other events we look 

forward to this year include 
Michael’s Morning Prayer 
on Thursdays  a t  9:00 
am., Vir tual Book Club 
gatherings each month, 
and Jazz Vespers resuming 
on January 24th (online at 
this time).

Stay tuned for upcoming 
news regarding our annual 
vestry meeting. Like so 
many other  churches, 
we will be attempting to 
navigate an online vestry 
meeting this year. Perhaps 
mos t  d isappoin t ingly, 

will be the absence of the 
delicious lunch and sweet 
treats we always enjoy! 
Everything else, I trust we 
will figure out with the help 
of the Diocese, and will 
update you as soon as we 
have more information.

Thanks to Carrie Ford-
Jones for helping with my 
first Messenger submission.

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e 
Corporation, I want to wish 
you a happy and healthy 
2021 and to thank you for 
your continued grace and 
openness to doing things “a 
little differently“.

Al Nicolls is one  
of the four wardens  
(Carrie Ford-Jones,  

Erick Nettel, Amy Collard, 
& Al Nicolls) who, along 

with our Interim Priest-in-
Charge Rev. Hollis Hiscock 

make up St. Christopher’s 
Corporation

Al nicolls

WaRden
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Pastoral Care

Rev. MicHAel coRen

PastoRal associate

As  w e  m o v e 
f u r t h e r  away 
from a difficult, 

challenging Christmas it’s 
important that we remember 
what the season was about; 
it should, after all, inform all 
that we face and do in the 
weeks and months ahead.

He was born in an age 
when cruelty and confusion 
abounded, but born to 
bathe the world in shades 
of grace and hope. And as 
a man he would insist that it 
was love rather than power, 
humility rather than pride, 
and peace rather than war 
that could change and save 
the world.

Christmas is the great 
reset. It’s a divine reminder 
to a complacent and selfish 
world that  we have a 
purpose and a meaning, 
that everybody is precious, 
and that if we are indeed 
made in the image of God 
we all have a right to be 

treated with dignity and 
respect. The poor and the 
weak, victims of racism, 
the different, those who 
have – with bit ter irony 
– suffered at the hands of 
ostensible Christians who 
have colonized their land. 
Christmas should prompt us 
to question our behaviour, 
to become participants in 
the great gospel revolution 
of empathy and goodness.

B e c aus e  H e  wh o s e 
birth we remembered, and 
remember, was the rebel 
majestic. Not a traditionalist 
b u t  s o m e o n e  w h o 
questioned authority, and 
scolded those who judged 
others and stood behind 
smugness and legalism. 
The Jesus portrayed too 
often today is a caricature 
who has more in common 
with Nordic paganism than 
the Jewish Messiah. He 
is frequently abused and 
exploited to justify hatred 

and fear, and that is the 
greatest sin of all.

We’ve witnessed some 
of that through this grim 
pandemic, which hurts the 
vulnerable and the needy 
more than most. There are 
Christians who argue that 
their freedom of religion, 
their ability to worship, 
is being restricted by the 
lockdown. They protest 
and shout about conspiracy 
and threat. Church closures 
are of course painful, but 
church closures are not faith 
closures, and Christmas 
should bring that  into 
sharp focus. No building is 
required for us to stand with 
the marginalized, rethink 
and improve behaviour, 
and engage the world as 
disciples of equality and 
community.

Beware the sanctuary of 
religious conservatism.

Jesus is the shock of 
the new, and that shock is 

inherent in the Christian 
faith. We will overcome 
this plague; the greater 
question is whether we will 
be better people when we 
do. As the British writer 
G.K .  Ches te r ton once 
wrote, “The Christian ideal 
has not been tried and 
found wanting. It has been 
found dif ficult; and lef t 
untried.” It’s not easy, it 
wasn’t supposed to be, 
and if anybody finds it so 
they’re not doing it right.

Pray, as St. Paul tells us, 
for the gifts of love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
This is only the land of 
shadows and real life hasn’t 
begun yet, but in the time 
we have we should try to 
live and breathe the Gospel 
message. Be happy and 
be well, but most of all be 
challenged and changed. It’s 
what Jesus demanded of us; 
it’s the reason he was born.
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 AnDy elMHiRst

diRectoR of Music

MusiC & the PerforMing arts
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youth neWs

Th i s  n e w  a n d 
e x c i t i n g 
four-week course 

launches this spring for 
youth across the diocese. 
Why Believe? is not your 
typical confirmation class, 

but rather an invitation 
for youth who are curious 
or interested in exploring 
Christianity, the Anglican 
Church, sacraments, and 
confirmation.

T h e  w e e k l y  Z o o m 

g a t h e r i n g s ,  h e l d 
Wednesdays in March 
(March 3, 10, 24, 31 - no 
meeting in March Break) 
from 6:30-8:30pm, will 
feature guest speakers, 
including Bishop Susan. 

Led by Donna Ellis and 
Sarah Bird, youth will have 
the opportunity to deepen 
their relationship with God, 
learn how the Holy Spirit 
works within our daily 
lives, and connect with 

new people. The process 
of this course does lead 
to confirmation; however, 
there is always the choice. 
For more information or to 
register, contact the church 
office or email Sarah Bird.
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To “go for a walk” 
does the exac t 
opposite thing to 

my brain, than it does to 
most others. Instead of 
the relaxing effects of a 
good long stride, I start to 
catalogue all the things I 
should be doing instead 
of parading the streets for 
nothing more than fresh 
air and a stretch. There is 
a constant anticipation for 
reaching my destination, 
even if there isn’t one but 
the comfort of my home. 
Don’t even get me started 
on hikes!! 

I think of all the things 
I could be doing. I could 
b e  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e 
rooms in our home to 
accommodate our growing 
family, tearing down or 
building something in our 

yard to fur ther summer 
enjoyment, decluttering a 
bookshelf, cleaning grout or 
taking down my Christmas 
decorations! 

 But, give me purpose for 
the walk and the tune begins 
to change. I enjoy walking 
my dog, or vice versa, it 
is still up for debate. Give 
me time with my children 
on the trails to gab away, 
explore and learn from each 
other. Give me a lit up path 
at RBG during the holidays 
and I am filled with a spirit 
of peace and hope. 

But the walk with the 
most purpose in my life is 
the Coldest Night of the 
Year! I have taken par t 
in this fundraiser since 
well before my time at 
St. Christopher’s and have 
invited many a friend and 

family member to join me 
each year. I believe in it’s 
mission and feel it’s purpose 
deeply. This walk supports 
the good work we do here 
at Open Doors by providing 
increased awareness and 
much needed funding 
for the programming we 
offer. Coldest Night of the 
Year, (CNOY) is a nation 
wide event, with 140 cities 
participating, all focusing 
on agencies who work with 
the hungry, homeless and 
hurting. We are blessed to 
be the agency chosen for 
Burlington each year. 

Funding f rom CNOY 
goes directly towards our 
meal programming, our 
community garden and 
Foodbank, our clothing 
store, our youth clubs and 
our many par tnerships 

across Burlington. It fills in 
financial gaps left in grant 
funding and it helps support 
staffing costs as well. 

This year it will be more 
important than ever as we 
embrace our strengths in 
serving our community 
through this pandemic. We 
are serving hot meals every 
Tuesday Night, of fering 
warm winter clothes, bags 

full of produce and dairy, 
assistance with the Ontario 
Energy program and so 
much more! 

 Join me this year in our 
walk, one that we all know 
has purpose, as we get 
creative to make an impact. 
Help us shine a light on all 
those we serve, offering 
them gif ts of peace and 
hope in 2021.

cHRistinA MulDeR
oPen dooRs

diRectoR of PRogRaMs & PaRtneRshiPs
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To Register  
to walk or donate go to

www.stcb.ca

Join or start a team  

or find a walker  

and sponsor them

cheques can also  

be made to  

Coldest Night of the Year  

and mailed / dropped off at 

662 Guelph Line  

Burlington, ON L7R 3M8
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JuDy JuPP

While pondering, during this pandemic, what 
we might want to “know” I wondered about 
our ancient knowledge of the “home” we 
have not entered since last March. Below 
are some diagrams and pictures which might 
look familiar to you. And, some attempts we 

have made to name parts of the pictures. 
These names are certainly up for discussion, 
and, as I have discovered, the discussions 
can become quite heated. I am reminded of 
changes in the church and just how difficult 
they have been. Because we all have our 

intransigence!
Also, I realize all these old terms are not 

visitor friendly, and if we are going to be 
a welcoming church, we must use visitor 
friendly names. So, this column is just for 
nostalgia’s sake!

Paschal candle
Baptismal font
Processional Cross
Ambry
Credence table
Advent wreath
Acolyte candles
Pulpit

Canadian flag
Diocesan flag
Funeral doors
Choir loft 
Organ

Please note, I have not placed 
the word “Sanctuary”. There 
is so much discussion as 
to where it actually is, that 
I gave up! Where do you 
think it is?

And, there are many, many 
more words associated with 
these pictures. Just shows 
us how steeped we are in 
language, and how careful 
we need to be, to ensure we 
are user friendly!

did you KnoW?

Transept
Nave
Chancel
Choir loft
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Sunday, January 24TH | 4.00pm

Watch for the link in the Email Blast to join this Zoom service 

JAZZ VESPERS
Dan Cunningham 

Kevin Mak

Tommy-Lee Metcalfe

endings create new beginnings 



Instructions for entry into  
ZOOM meetings by Telephone

The Zoom meeting must be set up to include Canadian phone 
numbers.

•	 Dial	1.647.558.0588
•	 You	will	be	asked	for	Meeting	ID	ie.	848	9497	5973	and	then	

type #
•	 You	will	 be	 asked	 for	 Participant	 ID	 –	 enter	 #	 (we	 do	 not	

require)
•	 You	will	be	asked	for	Passcode	ie.	535865	and	then	type	#

Once	you’ve	entered	all	these	numbers	it	usually	takes	about	20	
seconds for you to be admitted to the meeting. The system mutes 
you	automatically	when	you	join	a	meeting.	Dialling	*6	allows	you	
to unmute yourself so you can be heard by others in the meeting. 
Dial	*6	to	mute	yourself	again.	At	the	end	of	the	meeting,	 just	
hang up the phone to disconnect.

Please	be	advised	that	long	distance	charges	may	apply,	depending	
on the long distance plan that is attached to the telephone you 
are using to dial in to the Zoom meeting.

We hope that you will plan to join us soon for a Church & Chat 
meeting	or	for	one,	some,	or	all	of	the	January	meetings	being	
hosted	by	Penny	Anderson,	our	new	rector.

Vestry Meeting On Zoom
February	28,	2021
Please hold the date

The Messenger is published monthly for the parishioners of St. Christopher’s Anglican Church. All questions or 
concerns should be directed to the Messenger Editor, c/o St. Christopher’s Parish Office, 662 Guelph Line, Burlington, 
ON, L7R 3M8. Call: 905.634.1809. Email: staff@stcb.ca. Website: stcb.ca.

Thanks to this month’s contributors: Penny Anderson, Ken Beeby, Michael Coren, Andy Elmhirst, Carol Henley, 
Hollis Hiscock, Judy Jupp, Christina Mulder, Al Nicolls, and Joy Thomson

 Mailing address Mailing address

Ways to donate
Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Christopher’s and all of 
our ministries! 

If you would like to make a donation, there are several options:
1) Mail us a cheque (please never mail cash). 
2) Leave a cheque or other non-cash items in an envelope in our 

mailbox. We are bringing in the mail each weekday.
3) Go to stcb.ca and choose “Donate” (top right). Options there include:
 a Regular offerings by pre-authorized payment from your bank 

account or by Visa.
 b Special gifts, such as memorials or gifts to be directed to a 

particular ministry, by Visa or Mastercard. Please be sure to 
specify where your gift should be directed.

3) E-transfer from your bank account to this email address: acctg@
stcb.ca

4) Phone the church and leave a message for staff to call you back - 
we can receive your credit card information over the phone and 
process the transaction.


