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March 2, 2021 

 
Sunday Church & Chat 
 

 
 
10:45 am Our community gathers through Zoom 
11:00 am Our Church worship begins 
11:45 am Our chat resumes 
 
To attend Sunday’s virtual Church & Chat at 10:45 am, please use  
Church & Chat March 7 21 
or  
using zoom.us enter: 
Meeting ID:  878 7970 5213 
Passcode:  958280 
or 

Telephone:  1 647 558 0588 Canada (long distance charges may apply) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87879705213?pwd=bkhZOWN6b2NHYlhtQWw3RXVWY0IwQT09


We are sending these prayers, readings and reflection today to help you in your daily devotions as 
we anticipate worship on Sunday together.  Please call the church office at 905.634.1809 for more 
information. 
 
Please stay tuned to our YouTube channel, if you miss any of our previous worship services at: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/stchris2011 
 

 
Weekday Devotions and Sunday Worship Preparation 

Wednesday, March 3 - Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Third Sunday in Lent 

St. Christopher’s Burlington 
 
Announcements - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
Welcome to Worship - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
Land Acknowledgement - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the Indigenous peoples who 
dwelt on this land for many thousands of years and who dwell here now.  We also honour the 
heritage and gifts of Métis people.  May our actions be guided by our commitment to 
reconciliation. 
 
Invitation to Silence - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
Opening Prayer - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
Merciful God, how needy we are of your grace.  When we are discouraged by our weakness, 
strengthen us to follow Christ, who is our pattern and our hope.  Amen. 
 
First Lesson 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/stchris2011


 
read by Janet Gadeski 

 
Exodus 20: 1-17 
 
Then God spoke all these words: 
 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you 
shall have no other gods before me. 
 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity 
of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast 
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  For six days you shall labour and do all your work.  
But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work - you, your son or 
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.  For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh 
day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 
Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 
 
You shall not murder. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 
You shall not steal. 



 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

 
read by Gary Fisher 

 
John 2: 13-22 
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables.  Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.  He also poured out 
the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables.  He told those who were selling the 
doves, ‘Take these things out of here!  Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’  His 
disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’  The Jews then 
said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’  The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’  But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body.  After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Holy Word, Holy Wisdom 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Homily - Rev. Michael Coren 
 
Music 
 



 
 
Christ is Made the Sure Foundation    
Blue Book #300 

 
1.  Christ is made the sure foundation, 
  Christ the head and cornerstone, 
  chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
  binding all the church in one, 
  holy Zion’s help forever, 
  and her confidence alone. 
 
2.  All that dedicated city, 
  dearly loved of God on high, 
  in exultant jubilation 
  pours perpetual melody, 
  God the One-in-Three adoring 
  in glad hymns eternally. 
 
5.  Laud and honour to the Father, 
  laud and honour to the Son, 
  laud and honour to the Spirit, 
  ever three, and ever one, 
  one in might and one in glory, 
  while unending ages run. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 



 
written and read John Reszitnyk 
 

One:  Today’s readings got me thinking of revolutions.  Revolutions are the great turning points of 
history:  tumultuous and transformative events that change nations, societies and, sometimes, the 
world. 
 
So much of our formerly comfortable world has been upended.  We are all experiencing the 
disruption, turmoil and changes to the world through the impacts of COVID-19, the cries for justice 
in the protests of our indigenous peoples, in the in the Black Lives Matter movement as well as the 
Me Too and LGBTQ movements.  And, don’t forget the existential crisis facing us as a result of 
climate change. 
 
In the liberating story of Exodus and the Passover, God brought the Israelites out of the “house of 
slavery” in Egypt and ultimately into God’s promised land.  Jesus’s disruptive actions in the temple, 
overturning the tables of the moneychangers and driving out the sheep and the cattle, upended 
the status quo and challenged the abuses in the system as it was.  This was a clear sign of his 
revolutionary message of the coming of God’s kingdom. 
 
God overthrows all the dark powers that keep the whole of humanity in captivity.  In Jesus, “God’s 
space” and “our space” overlapped fully.  When heaven came to earth in the body of Christ, God 
became king in a new way, making “foolish the wisdom of the world”.  We, as the community of 
believers, would be the ultimate freedom movement with cries of “Freedom - now!  Justice - now! 
Kingdom - now!  God reigns - now!” 
 
To the bidding “Passover is near”, please respond “Your Kingdom come” 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One:  Let us give thanks for all of the wonders of creation and the bounty of our small fragile world 
within it.  Let us give thanks for the great diversity of the world’s people and cultures. 
 



One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One: Let us give thanks for our country of Canada and the gifts of our people, land, water and 
resources. Let us give thanks for our Province of Ontario and within it our City of Burlington. 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One:  Let us give thanks for all those who work to bring about God’s kingdom here in this world at 
this time.  Let us give thanks for all care givers during this time of COVID-19.  Let us give thanks for 
front line workers in hospitals, in long term care facilities, in hospices and shelters.  Let us give 
thanks for front workers in our supply chains, clerks, warehouse workers, delivery workers and 
many others.  Let us give thanks for researchers and volunteers in the development of vaccines and 
treatments for COVID-19. 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One:  Let us give thanks for all people of faith.  Today, in the world-wide Anglican Communion let 
us pray for the Province of the Anglican Church of the Congo and all of its clergy and people.  In the 
Anglican Church of Canada, we pray for the people and clergy of the Diocese of Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island.  In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for the people and clergy of the Church of 
the Resurrection in Hamilton.  In our Parish of St. Christopher’s, we pray for all of our people and 
parishioners especially our dedicated staff, volunteers and clergy.  We pray for all of our friends and 
families.  At this time, we remember especially Verna Patterson, her family and her friends.  Help us 
to remember her life and example. 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One:  On Monday, March the 8th we remember International Women's Day:  a global day 
celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women.  The day also marks 
a call to action for accelerating gender parity.  The theme for this year is “Choose to Challenge”.  A 
challenged world is an alert world.  And from challenge comes change. 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 



One:  Let us remember the poor, the disposed and the disadvantaged.  Let us remember refugees, 
migrant workers and immigrants.  Let us remember our Indigenous people, people of colour and all 
racialized peoples.  Let us remember our LGBTQ siblings.  Let us remember all those who, in their 
own way, face challenges in being the face of “the other”. 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One:  Let us remember the sick, and the infirm.  Let us remember those struggling with mental 
health issues.  Let us remember the unique challenges faced by the elderly, especially those in long 
term care.  Let us remember the young especially those who struggle with the challenges of school 
and career in this time of COVD-19.  Let us remember our families, our friends and our 
communities. 
 
One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One:  At this time, please add your own thanksgivings, prayers and petitions. 
 

. . . 
 

One:  Passover is near 
All:  Your Kingdom come. 
 
One: Finally, let us remember ourselves. Our bodies, our minds and our souls. Let us remember the 
need to take care of ourselves. 
 
One: Passover is near 
All: Your Kingdom come 
 
One:  N. T. Wright wrote that “sin” is the refusal of humans to play their part in God’s purposes for 
creation as a whole.  Choosing to worship the creature rather than the Creator is the choice of 
death over life.  Help us to walk with Jesus along the line between affirming the wisdom and value 
of ancient traditions and criticizing the abuses and failings in the current system. 
 
As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians, “let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 
 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
One:  Together, let us pray using the words given to us by Jesus. 



 
All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
Gracious God, may we go from this place touched by the fire of Jesus’ own zeal.  Though you may 
never call upon us to overturn the tables, may we share Jesus’ hunger for justice and embody his 
heart of self-spending love in all our ways.  Amen. 
 
Blessing - Canon Penny Anderson 
 
Dismissal - Rev. Michael Coren 
 

 
Staff Selection 
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Lent is the time we prepare for the most important week in the Christian year.  Easter is a divine 
reminder to a complacent humanity that we have a purpose and a meaning, that everybody is 
precious, and that if we are indeed made in the image of God we all have a right to be treated with 
dignity and respect.  The poor and the weak, victims of racism, the different, those who have - with 
bitter irony - suffered at the hands of ostensible Christians who have colonized their land.  Christ 
should prompt us to question our behaviour, to become participants in the great gospel revolution 
of empathy and goodness.  Because he was the revolutionary majestic. Not a traditionalist but 
someone who questioned authority, and scolded those who judged others and stood behind 
smugness and legalism.  The Jesus portrayed too often today is a caricature who has more in 
common with Nordic paganism than the Jewish Messiah.  He is frequently abused and exploited to 
justify hatred and fear, and that is the greatest sin of all. 
 



We are required by him, demanded by him, to stand with the marginalized, rethink and improve 
ourselves, and engage the world as disciples of equality and community.  We are warned time and 
time again to be wary of the sanctuary of religious conservatism, and to welcome the shock of the 
new, that is inherent in the Christian faith.  It’s difficult.  Very difficult.  As the British writer G.K. 
Chesterton once wrote, “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting.  It has been 
found difficult; and left untried.”  It’s not easy, it wasn’t supposed to be, and if anybody finds it so 
they’re not doing it right.  As we travel through this especially difficult Lent together, please 
remember that you’re not alone, will never be alone, and that there is purpose to all this, no 
matter how difficult it might be to find in these troubled, frightening times.  Thank God. 

 

Rev. Michael Coren 

 
Thursday Morning Prayers with Michael 
 

 
 
Join us each Thursday for Morning Prayer with Michael Coren, our Pastoral Associate.  This time of 
prayers and Bible readings lasts for about 20 minutes, and is a wonderful way to start the day!  
Michael will share on screen all that is necessary to participate.  We stay to chat afterwards for a 
short while. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81581764805?pwd=c3RyT2lZT0ZBQzJWbUl1bGhlME4yUT09 
or 
use zoom.us and enter: 
Meeting ID:  815 8176 4805 
Passcode:  197935 
or 
Telephone:  1 647 558 0588 Canada  (long distance charges may apply) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81581764805?pwd=c3RyT2lZT0ZBQzJWbUl1bGhlME4yUT09


 
You are not Alone 
 

 
 
A virtual evening of prayer and conversation, for those who have lost loved ones. 
Tuesday, March 16 at 7 pm, hosted by Rev. Michael Coren.  Please follow You are not alone 
or  
using zoom.us enter: 
Meeting ID:  886 9287 6217 
Passcode:  174296 
 

 
Halton Covid-19 Vaccination Rollout 
 
On Wednesday, March 3, eligible Halton residents, who are 80 years of age or older, or someone 
on their behalf, will be able to go online to book an appointment via halton.ca/COVIDvaccines. 
Halton residents may call 311 if they require booking support.  Halton Region is offering 
transportation services free of charge for those who require assistance. 
 

 
Donation Opportunities 
 

If you would like to donate to St. Christopher’s, there are several options: 
 

1)  Mail us a cheque (we are bringing in the mail each weekday).  Please never mail cash. 
2) Go to stcb.ca and choose “Donate” (top right).  Options there include: 

a) Regular offerings by pre-authorized payment from your bank account or by Visa. 
b) Special gifts, such as memorials or gifts to be directed to a particular ministry, by Visa or 

Mastercard.  Be sure to specify where your gift should be credited. 
3) E-transfer from your bank account to this email address:  acctg@stcb.ca 
4) Phone the church and leave a message for staff to call you back - we can receive your credit 

card information over the phone and process the transaction. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88692876217?pwd=VHQ5SUVLU0dLUU83TU5aTzlEeHFRQT09
http://halton.ca/COVIDvaccines
mailto:acctg@stcb.ca


 
Contacting the Church 
 

Pastoral Emergency 
Our staff are working mostly from home during this time so there is more limited access to the 
telephone messages.  However, if you have experienced a pastoral emergency such as a death, 
sudden illness or personal crisis, our clergy may be reached at 289.925.8725. 
 
Leaving a General Message 
If you would like to call the church at 905.634.1809, please leave a message in the general mailbox 
#5 or send an email to staff@stcb.ca and a staff member will respond, as soon as possible.  (Messages 
are checked daily Monday - Friday.) 
 

 
 
If you no longer wish to receive emails from St. Christopher’s, please reply to this email with “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

mailto:staff@stcb.ca

