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Welcome to Worship Canon Penny Anderson

Land Acknowledgement Rev. Michael Coren

Leader We recognize the enduring life and presence of Indigenous people 
on this land, and we are grateful for the opportunity to gather this 
day on this territory, and work in this community. We commit 
ourselves, in all humility, to the work of reconciliation with 
Indigenous people.

Invitation to Silence

Opening Prayer
Leader Lord, help us to see you and to know you, and to know intimately 

in our hearts, minds, and souls the meaning of “peace be with 
you.” We are your people, your church, meeting together in your 
presence. Meeting today to worship, and to listen and learn. 

 We welcome each other and we welcome you. Make yourself 
known to us in new ways, in new life, through our worship, our 
prayers, and our understanding of your word. Help us to forgive, 
help us to know, help us to love.

All Amen.

First Reading: Acts 4: 32-35 Read by John Reszitnyk

Reader Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, 
but everything they owned was held in common. With great power 
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at 
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Reader Holy Word, Holy Wisdom
All Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel: John 20: 19-31 Read by Winston Tinglin

Reader A reading from the Gospel according to John.

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.’

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We 
have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas 
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

 The Gospel of Christ.

Homily Canon Penny Anderson
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Music:  This Joyful Eastertide Trad. Dutch Carol 
arr. Charles Wood 

Lyrics by G.R. Woodward 
sung by Ecumenical Easter Choir 

 This joyful Easter-tide, 
Away with care and sorrow! 
My Love, the Crucified, 
Hath sprung to life this morrow.

 [Refrain] 
Had Christ, that once was slain, 
Ne’er burst His three day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain; 
But now hath Christ arisen, 
Arisen, arisen, arisen!

 My flesh in hope shall rest, 
And for a season slumber; 
Till trump from east to west, 
Shall wake the dead in number. 
[Refrain]

 Deaths flood hath lost his chill, 
Since Jesus crossed the river: 
Lover of souls, from ill 
My passing soul deliver. 
[Refrain]

The Prayers of the People Led by John Reszitnyk

Leader God invites us to bring our doubts and fears, our joys and 
concerns, our petitions and praise, and offer them for the earth 
and all its creatures. 

 To the bidding “The Lord has ordained the blessing”,  
please respond “Life for evermore”.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Leader Let Jesus’ prayer happen in us as we say together

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.   
Amen.

Closing Prayer Rev. Michael Coren

Leader  As we take our worship, praise, and prayer  
from this place into our daily lives,  
help us to learn and live the ways of peace and love,  
and help us to know you;  
to work through doubt and cynicism, and to believe.  
And in believing to show the world the new life  
and the new possibilities that you gave us, all of us, forever.

All  Amen.

Blessing Canon Penny Anderson

Dismissal Rev. Michael Coren

Leader  The service is about to end, but we will regather on Zoom in a 
few minutes. There will be questions in the chat room for us to 
discuss, in small groups and then as a community.  
Now go forth to love, and to be loved.

All  Amen.

Chat Time - All are invited to join us for social time on Zoom.



We are a dynamic, inclusive, diverse community 
rooted in the life-giving, life-affirming, life-changing love of God 

reaching beyond ourselves 
caring for creation 

making a difference with others.
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