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Welcome

Canon Penny Anderson

Land Acknowledgement

Winston Tinglin

We recognize the historic roots and enduring presence of
Indigenous People on this land, and embrace the opportunity to
gather today on this territory to worship together. As we continue
serving in this community, part of the Brant Land Treaty, we
commit ourselves to work with humility and renewed energy
towards reconciliation with our Indigenous brothers and sisters.

Opening Prayer
Leader

”The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those
who live in it. ”
Heavenly Father, we thank you for all your blessings, and
especially for the beauty and bountiful gifts of this precious
Earth, that you have created to nurture and support us all. Fill
our hearts with love that we, as good stewards, may always seek
to protect life, not harm or destroy it; may strive to protect the
earth, not damage and pollute it; may truly appreciate the joys
of sharing Earth’s bounties, not hurt each other in selfish and
misguided efforts to hoard Earth’s wealth. Lord, as we live each
day, may we discover and express in action our love for God’s
creation and all humanity, working in faith for social justice and
peace in our community, our country and throughout the world.

Canticle of St. Francis

Rev. Michael Coren

Mercy, Mercy Me

Marvin Gaye

Introduction

Rev. Michael Coren

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God, to you belong praise, glory,
honour and all blessing. Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation and
especially for our Brother Sun, who is the day and the light; he is strong
and shines magnificently. O Lord, we think of you when we look at him. Be
praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon, and for the stars which you have in the
heavens. Be praised, my Lord, for our Brothers, Wind and Air, and every kind
of weather by which you, Lord, uphold life in all your creatures. Be praised,
my Lord, for Sister Water, who is very useful to us, and humble and precious
and pure. Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire, through whom you give us
light in the darkness: he is bright and lively and strong. Be praised, my Lord,
for Sister Earth, our Mother, who nourishes us and sustains us, bringing forth
fruits and vegetables of many kinds and flowers of many colours. Be praised,
my Lord, for those who forgive for love of you; and for those who bear
sickness and weakness in peace and patience - you will grant them a crown.
Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death, whom we must all face. I praise and
bless you, Lord, and I give thanks to you, and I will serve you in all humility.
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Invitation to Silence
Big YellowTaxi

Joni Mitchell

A Reading from Genesis 1:26-31

Gloria Campbell

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created humankind in his
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God
said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given
every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.
In response to this story that places humankind in the centre of creation, we
pray with longing for the grace to amend our ways. We will pray for God
to empower us to return to a right relationship with the Earth and all her
inhabitants.
I will conclude each petition saying, “O God hear us.” You are invited to
respond with the words, “and empower us to care as you care”.
God of creation, give us eyes to see the ways you are intimately present in
creation, seeking the flourishing of everything that has the breath of life.
O God hear us,and empower us to care as you care.
Creator God, give us ears to hear the call for justice with every species that is
endangered by our wastefulness and our inaction, every drop of fossil fuel we
burn, every particle of poison we release into the atmosphere.
O God hear us,and empower us to care as you care.
God of creation, enlighten our minds to grasp the true meaning of the
dominion you give us over all that lives in the air, on the earth and in the seas.
May we truly grieve the ways we have distorted and defaced the dominion
you conferred as a gift. And may we open ourselves to your vision of a
dominion of justice that celebrates diversity and the integrity of the whole
created order.
O God hear us,and empower us to care as you care.
Creator God, turn us from our vicious consumerism and open us to learn
from the wisdom of Indigenous peoples whose relationship with the earth
embodies the care and connectedness you envision for the flourshing of all.
O God hear us,and empower us to care as you care.
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God of creation, the earth cradles us in her sorrow. You grieve with her, longing for reconciliation and renewal for all you have made. In the midst of all our
faults and willful destruction, please forgive us and remind us of your love.
O God hear us,and empower us to care as you care.
Creator God, this year we have seen how swiftly humans can adapt. Give us the
courage to change our ways forever, to live responsibly, to advocate boldly, to
honour and protect what you have created.
O God hear us,and empower us to care as you care.

Invitation to Silence
April in Paris

Vernon Duke

David Suzuki

Canon Penny Anderson

Invitation to Silence
You Must Believe in Spring
Dismissal

Michel Legrand
Rev. Michael Coren

You are welcome to stay and chat for awhile.

We are a dynamic, inclusive, diverse community
rooted in the life-giving, life-affirming, life-changing love of God
reaching beyond ourselves
caring for creation
making a difference with others.
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Tel. 905.634.1809
www.stcb.ca

