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Prelude

Welcome to Worship Rev. Michael Coren

Opening Song:  Blessings Laura Story

 We pray for blessings, we pray for peace
 Comfort for family, protection while we sleep
 We pray for healing, for prosperity
 We pray for Your mighty hand to ease our suffering
 And all the while, You hear each spoken need
 Yet love us way too much to give us lesser things

 [Refrain]
 ‘Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops
 What if Your healing comes through tears
 What if a thousand sleepless nights  

are what it takes to know You’re near
 What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise

 We pray for wisdom, Your voice to hear
 We cry in anger when we cannot feel You near
 We doubt your goodness, we doubt your love
 As if every promise from Your word is not enough
 And all the while, You hear each desperate plea
 And long that we’d have faith to believe
 [Refrain]

 When friends betray us
 When darkness seems to win
 We know that pain reminds this heart
 That this is not,
 This is not our home
 It’s not our home

 ‘Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops
 What if Your healing comes through tears
 What if a thousand sleepless nights  

are what it takes to know You’re near

 What if my greatest disappointments or the aching of this life
 Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world can’t satisfy
 What if trials of this life
 The rain, the storms, the hardest nights
 Are your mercies in disguise
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Land Acknowledgement Rev. Michael Coren

Leader We recognize the enduring life and presence of Indigenous 
people on this land, and we are grateful for the opportunity to 
gather this day on this territory, and work in this community. 
We acknowledge the open wound of the residential schools, 
in which churches, all churches, participated, and commit 
ourselves, in all humility, to the work of contrition, repair, and 
reconciliation with Indigenous people.

Opening Prayer
Leader God of the broken and the suffering, God of the troubled and 

tormented, God of all of us, everywhere and anywhere, hold us 
close this day and every day. Help us to know you in your call 
for justice, love, tolerance, and peace. Help us to be followers 
of you, even when we are threatened with darkness, and face 
terrible suffering and danger. Be with us. Be with us always. Be.

All  Amen.

First Reading: Amos 7: 7-15 Read by Rowena Broad

Reader A reading from the book of Amos.

 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 
built with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. And the 
Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, 

 ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the Lord said,
 ‘See, I am setting a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel;
 I will never again pass them by;
 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
 and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
 and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’

 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the 
house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus 
Amos has said,

 “Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
 and Israel must go into exile away from his land.”’
 And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of 

Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple 
of the kingdom.’
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Reader Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s 
son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycomore trees, and the 
Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 
“Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”

 Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
All Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Mark 6: 14-29 Rev. Michael Coren

Reader May God be with you
All And also with you.

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. 
Some were saying, ‘John the baptizer has been raised from the 
dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.’ But 
others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like 
one of the prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’

 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound 
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been 
telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.’ And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to 
kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing 
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. 
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked 
to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for 
the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in 
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king 
said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give 
it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will 
give you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to 
her mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of 
John the baptizer.’ Immediately she rushed back to the king and 
requested, ‘I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.’ The king was deeply grieved; yet out of 
regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse 
her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders 
to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the 
girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they 
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

Reader The Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Homily Rev. Michael Coren

Hymn:  Angel Sarah McLachlan

 Spend all your time waiting
 For that second chance
 For a break that would make it okay

 There’s always some reason
 To feel not good enough
 And it’s hard at the end of the day

 I need some distraction
 Oh, beautiful release
 Memories seep from my veins

 Let me be empty
 Oh, and weightless, and maybe
 I’ll find some peace tonight

 [Chorus]
 In the arms of the angel
 Fly away from here
 From this dark, cold, hotel room
 And the endlessness that you fear

 You are pulled from the wreckage
 Of your silent reverie
 You’re in the arms of the angel
 May you find some comfort here

 So tired of the straight line
 And everywhere you turn
 There’s vultures and thieves at your back

 The storm keeps on twisting
 Keep on building the lies
 That you make up for all that you lack

 It don’t make no difference
 Escaping one last time
 It’s easier to believe 

 In this sweet madness
 Oh, this glorious sadness
 That brings me to my knees
 [Chorus]
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The Prayers of the People Led by Christyn Perkons

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.   
Amen.

Closing Prayer Rev. Michael Coren

Leader Creator God, be with us in our broken state, know us in our 
pain, walk with us in our need. Life is a gift, but there are times 
when we can see only the pain and pressure of the world. Help 
us to find our way through the darkness to the light, through the 
suffering to the joy, through the challenges to the happiness. 
Help us to be as we should be, to know you, and to be complete 
in relationship with you and with your creation. 

All  Amen.

Closing Hymn:  Rainbow  
Kacey Musgraves, Natalie Hemby, Shane McAnally

 When it rains, it pours
 But you didn’t even notice
 It ain’t rainin’ anymore
 It’s hard to dream when all you know is
 The struggle of stayin’ above 
 The rising water line 
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 [Refrain]
 Well the sky has finally opened
 The rain and wind stop blowin’
 But your stuck out in the same old storm again
 You hold tight to your umbrella
 Darlin’ I’m just tryin’ to tell ya
 That’s there’s always been a rainbow
 Hanging over your head

 If you could see what I see
 You’d be blinded by the colours
 Yellow, red, orange and green
 And at least a million others
 So tie up the boat, take off your coat
 And take a look around 
 [Refrain]

 Oh tie up the boat, 
 take off you coat,
 And take a look around
 Everything is alright now
 [Refrain]

Dismissal Rev. Michael Coren

Leader  The service is over, but we will return to the chat room in a few 
moments. Now go forth on this day to love, and to be loved. 

All  Amen.

Postlude:  Way Over Yonder Carole King

Special thanks to Reaeanne Dingwall

Chat Time - All are invited to join us for social time on Zoom.
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