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Rev. Canon DR.  
Penny anDeRson

RectoR

From the rector’s study

I am full  of  grati tude 
to all those who have 
made our  re turn to 

in-person worship safe and 
reasonably user-friendly 
for our members.  The 
team making this happen 
includes greeters, Altar 
Guild members, people 
who run the audio-visual 
equipment, office volunteers 
and staff, musicians, readers, 
intercessors, Wardens and 
clergy. Together we have 
been working since July 
to prepare for our August 
8th reopening. We are just 
beginning the conversation 
about safely adding services 
in addition to our current 
9am Sunday  morning 
offering. Stay tuned for more 
information!

I was proud to be part 
of the launch of our Syrian 
Fa mi l y  Re u n i f i c a t i o n 
fundraising campaign last 
Sunday. Proud because 
this  p rojec t  re l ie s  on 
interfaith and community 
partnerships; proud because 
of the accomplishments of 
the family St. Christopher’s 
sponsored to come to 
Canada back in 2016. 

We are being extremely 

cautious about sharing 
the names and images of 
family members who are 
currently here in Burlington, 
and family members who 
fled from Syria to Turkey 
because of the possibility of 
problems arising for family 
still in the Middle East if this 
information is found online 
by the wrong people. That’s 
why photos are blurred and 
names are missing on the 
campaign website (https://
syrianfamily.ca). 

A separate notice in this 
edition of the Messenger 
will allow you to view the 
video we shared in church 
on August 29th. This is the 
sort of project that brings 
out the best in all of us. I 
hope we can count on your 
generous support to bring 
family members from their 
inadequate place of refuge 
in Turkey to Burlington, 
where they will be reunited 
with family, where they 
will be safe, and where 
opportunities abound.

The committee that will 
be conducting the search 
for our new Youth Minister 
has been meeting through 
t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s . 

Our  p r imar y  t a sk  has 
been consulting with the 
parents of children and 
youth who will be the 
main participants in the 
programs our new minister 
will be leading. This is time 
well spent. We have also 
been working on aspects 
of the Youth Minister’s job 
description that are new, 
due to our evolving ministry 
context. For instance, a 
portion of the new staff 
person’s time will now be 
devoted to coordinating 
our congregation’s social 
media presence, and they 
will be designing programs 
for children and youth that 
are accessible remotely, 
while in-person gatherings 
are not possible for ministry 
with children and youth. 
We are grateful for the input 
we have received from the 
congregation!

Later this month I am 
plea sed to  launch an 
informal support group for 
parents of queer and trans 
youth. A couple of recent 
conversations brought home 
for me the growing need 
for parents to have a safe 
place to talk and to learn 

together. The group is open 
for St. Christopher’s parents 
— and I know there will 
be some folks joining from 
other Anglican parishes 
a n d  o u r  s u r ro un d in g 
neighbourhood. Those 
wishing to participate need 
to register ahead of our first 
meeting on September 21. 
The link to register appears 
elsewhere in this edition of 
the Messenger. Please share 
the link broadly with parents 
you think might benefit from 
this group!

On Sep tember  30 th 
we will be marking the 
National Day for Truth 
and Reconcil ia t ion a t 
S t .  Chris topher ’s  wi th 
a  p rogram hos te d  by 
Archdeacon Val  Ke r r, 
Archdeacon for  Truth, 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d 
Indigenous Ministry, and 
Deirdre Pike,  Program 
Consultant for Justice and 
Outreach. Please save the 
date: Thursday, September 
30 at 7:00pm via Zoom.

We a re  s o  p l ea s e d 
that Bishop Susan will be 
honouring Bob Loree by 
appointing him a member 
of the Order of Niagara. 
The service will take place 
v ia  Zo om on  Sunday 
September 19th at 4pm. 
Congratulations, Bob!

On a personal note, I want 
to thank St. Christopher’s 
f o r  a l l  t h e  l ove  a n d 
support I have felt from 
the congregation since my 
father died on August 21st. 
I am more grateful than I 
can say to be a part of this 
congregation!

With all my gratitude,
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Erick Nettel is one  
of the four wardens  

(Erick Nettel,  
Amy Collard, Al Nicolls, 

& Carolyn Henderson) 
who, along with our 

Rector, Rev. Canon Dr. 
Penny Anderson, make 

up St. Christopher’s 
Corporation
eRiCk nettel

WaRden

Wardens’ report

I cannot believe that 
summer has pretty much 
come to an end. I don’t 

know about you, but I did 
enjoy the warm days of 
summer and tried to spend 
time outdoors even if it 
was in the backyard. I was 
happy to see that during 
the summer the number 
of Covid cases went down 
and vaccinations went up 
allowing people to once 
again get together during 
these past couple of months 
- of course with safety 
precautions still in place.

Although staff took very 
well deserved vacation 
time, St. Christopher’s kept 
busy during the summer 
as it usually is. Some of 
that work included the 
Covid t ransi t ion team 
getting together once more 
to revise and re-submit 
our reopening plan to 
the Diocese. Thankfully, 
the experience of  las t 
fall provided very solid 
ground that allowed for 
the plan to be approved 
without trouble and for us to 
re-open our church to our 
parishioners after so many 
months of being limited to 
online worship. This time 
I felt more comfor table 
and less stressed than the 
first time we re-opened. 
Probably because we all 
knew what  to expec t , 
bu t  a l so  because  our 
parishioners have all been 
very respectful of following 
the safety protocols. One 
of the most encouraging 
things about re-opening 
the church was listening 
to Penny and Michael in 
person, plus also being 
able to enjoy the live music 
performances.

The re - opening  has 
been going overall fairly 
smoothly, although we have 

had some technical hiccups 
along the way with our live 
streaming process. As we 
are now broadcasting the 
services live via YouTube 
with our new A/V system, 
there’s been a steep and 
quick learning curve for all 
the volunteers. We are sure 
that we are getting there 
and the more services we 
stream, the bet ter we’ll 
become at it. We’ve been 
very fortunate to count on 
the help of Shaza Najeeb, 
a summer student who 
has been helping us with 
the  whole  p rocess .  A 
special thank you goes 
to  Andy Elmhir s t  and 
Souren Dermentjian who 
have also been ensuring 
that  the sys tem works 
the best way possible. 
Assuming that we are still 
able to meet in person, 
our next Jazz Vespers in 
September should be a 
live performance. During 
the summer, we were able 
to record this worship 
service in church, while the 
musicians played together.

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t 
technology, the T-Loop 
installation in the Great Hall 
was completed by Hearing 
Solutions at the beginning of 
the summer. People with a 
hearing device will be able 
to better enjoy any activity 
in the Great Hall once large 
groups can gather safely in 
person. 

The summer also saw 
many of us coming together 
on-line for the Vir tual 
Summer Fiesta. This was 
a fun event where people 
had recipes to prepare fun 
drinks and snacks, plus we 
had some games and time 
for conversation. Thank 
you to Trudy Johnson, 
S h a n n o n  M a cKe n z i e , 
Carolyn Henderson, and 

members of Parish Council 
in general for organizing this 
fun on-line event.

The GIFT services took a 
break during the summer so 
parents and kids could enjoy 
their time off. However, the 
last service at the beginning 
of July provided a great 
opportunity to talk with all 
children about residential 
schools and to reflect upon 
our responsibility towards 
Truth and Reconciliation. 
Through age appropriate 
readings and videos, the 
service also provided an 
opportunity for praying and 
worship.

We are looking forward 
to the future of our kids 
at St. Christopher’s. We 
are very for tunate that 
Carrie Ford-Jones has been 
leading a commit tee in 
order to obtain feedback 
from all parents, so that 
the hiring process of a 
Children, Youth and Family 
Ministry Coordinator takes 
into account what families 
see as a priority for their 
kids’ spiritual education. 
If you have children that 
at tend church or would 
like to provide feedback 
for this program, feel free 
to contact her or to speak to 
Carolyn Henderson or me. 

O p e n  D o o r s  h a s 
continued providing meals 
during the summer, as well 
as growing great things 
in our garden. Plus, the 
food bank renovation has 
continued and is  very 
promising. And as always, 
Open Doors has been 
supporting kids as they go 
back to school.

A s  we  p r e p a r e  f o r 
a busier fall season, the 
future within our church 
looks promising amidst the 
pandemic. As most of you 
will have noticed in Penny’s 

s tewardship  campaign 
le t ter,  there is  a clear 
path as to what we want 
to achieve over the next 
few years in our different 
ministries and as to how the 
contributions from everyone 
will help us to achieve 
those plans. Once again, 
thank you to everyone who 
has contributed not only 
financially, but also through 
their volunteer hours and 
hard work.

Last but not least, as 
I’m writing the end of this 
report, 95% of the Covid 
cases reported in Ontario 
are due to the Delta variant 
and medical experts warn 

of a fourth wave due to 
it. The best we can do is 
to continue following the 
safety protocols that we 
currently have in place, 
as well as getting our two 
vaccines if we have not 
already done so. As the 
Bishop said in the latest 
letter - “How the fourth 
wave unfolds and the 
province’s success reaching 
unvaccinated people, will 
chart the course for future 
changes to our ministry 
guidelines.” - Let’s all pray 
for a continuous re-opening 
of our worship space and 
a safe autumn season for 
everyone.
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music & the perForming arts

Normally, at this 
time of year, I’d 
be writing about 

all the artistic undertakings 
that are in store for the new 
scholastic year: highlights 
from the choir’s anthem 
lineup, noti f icat ion of 
special performances and 
even some teasers about a 
Christmas presentation for 
which preparations would 
have already begun.  

But it’s difficult to make 
plans when the rules are 
constantly changing. This 
is not good or bad, merely 
necessary. The issue at hand 
is the precariousness of 
planning any large-scale 
undertaking. Committing 
to anything for Christmas is 
simply out of the question.

We can, of course, do our 
best within the apportioned 
confines. We are allowed 

to have six  musicians 
physically distanced. This 
means that the band and 
small choirs are possible.  
Importantly, rehearsals are 
not permitted. That may 
prove to be a silver-lining.  
Which is to say that I live 
in hope.

For most band members, 
life has not slowed down 
over the past year and half 
of Covid restrictions. In 
fact, the opposite is true; 
especially considering that 
there are two teachers 
and  a  nur se  amongs t 
our membership. Maybe 
showing up and doing some 
familiar stuff on a Sunday 
without the commitment of 
planning and preparation is 
the easiest possible way to 
restart band.  

I  see pick-up choirs 
of five singers becoming 

a typical part of Sunday 
mornings.  While we won’t 
be making the same kind 
of music as a practicing 
thirty-member SATB choir, 
this approach might offer a 
couple of advantages.  First, 
it could be the ideal way for 
choristers to ease back into 
singing after an 18-month 
hiatus.  Second, pick-up 
choirs might be a great 
opportunity for parishioners 
who miss singing in church 
and have never been able to 
make the commitment that 
choir membership entails.  
I imagine this being a choir 
that is open to everyone. I 
hope it will even involve the 
voices of children and young 
people. It is unlikely that we 
will sing anything other than 
familiar hymns in unison. If 
you are interested in being 
on the list for pick-up choir, 

 anDy elmhiRst

diRectoR of Music

or have any questions about 
it, please reach out and we 
can chat.

It appears I have written 
about plans for the fall after 
all. I join you in praying that 
these tentative steps towards 
returning our music program 
to its former glory will not 
be scaled back. Not least 

because this would indicate 
an increase of sickness 
and suffering amongst our 
neighbours. With that in 
mind, let us pray for our 
world, country and diocese, 
that we may continue on the 
path that allows for more 
community, more church 
and more singing.  
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For volunteers who 
help with property-
related tasks, it’s been 

a relatively quiet summer, 
overall. One project left 
over from the spring – 
installing a hearing loop in 
the Great Hall - was finally 
completed by contractors in 
early July. As well, contract 
plumbers installed new 
drainpipes in the kitchen. 
Our team has basically 
focused on smaller building 
maintenance items as they 
arise from time to time (e.g. 
repairs to damaged walls, 
cleaning air vents, caulking 
and sealing, improving 
storage space etc.). We 
have  al so  main t ained 
monthly inspections of 

emergency lighting and 
fire alarm systems, and 
fire extinguishers installed 
throughout the facility. 

It has been good to note 
how well the grounds, 
including f lower beds, 
have been maintained 
over this period by our 
chu rch ’s  l an d s cap ing 
service providers, Heritage 
Green, helping to make 
St. Christopher’s a friendly 
and welcoming space for 
everyone. As some may have 
observed, however, we have 
been experiencing problems 
with the enclosed lawn 
space on the east (Guelph 
Line) side of the building. 
Unfortunately, it has been 
treated by some pet owners 

as a leash-free park. To 
address this, a section of the 
fencing has been removed: 
hopefully this will encourage 
pet owners to use the space 
more responsibly.

Thanks, once again, to all 
volunteers and staff whose 
collective contributions do 
so much to keep things 
together and maintain our 
facility in good shape. A 
special welcome to Laurie 
Lambie, who joined the 
staff in June and in her new 
role as Facilities Coordinator 
has already become such 
an engaged member of the 
team. We wish her well, 
and look forward to working 
with her as we approach 
activities in the fall. 

property update

Winston tinglin

PRoPeRty coMMittee chaiR
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We have been 
living in a 
pandemic 

world since March of 2020. 
This reality has greatly 
limited our ability to carry 
out our mission which has 
been expressed in many 
ways but no more eloquently 
than in St. Matthew’s gospel:
“‘For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to 
visit me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘LORD, 
when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you 
a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? When did we 
see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ The King 
will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of 

Eventbrite

Go to URL below and reserve your seat at the Table!

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/168470017357
geRRy anthony

chaiR of fundRaising teaM

the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’”

As we s t ruggle with 
the new normal, we are 
increasingly finding ways to 
fulfill our outreach ministry, 
Open Doors. We may not 
be able to gather in person 
to dine together like we did 
pre-pandemic, but we have 
remained true to our vision 
of building an inclusive 
community. We continue 
to  se r ve warm meals, 
make clothing accessible, 
offer children backpacks, 
and continue a Christmas 
program for families. We 
are looking forward to our 
Community Market (food 
bank) having it s grand 
opening soon and there 
are several other programs 
as well. 

We need this to continue, 
and to do that, we are 
seeking your help.

On Friday October 1st, 
2021, we would like to share 
with all of you the good work 
that has been happening in 

and around Open Doors at 
St. Christopher’s.

We are inviting you to 
participate in our fundraiser, 
“Welcome to the Table.” 
It is our chance to tell you 
all about what has been 
happening this past year, 
and what is to come. 

There will be no charge 
to join the event, but there 
will be several opportunities 
for you to help us fundraise. 
One such way will be by 
ordering from our gourmet 
meal menu! 

To get your free ticket 
to join us, and order your 
delicious dinner for this 
event, see the link below. 
Be g inn ing  S e p te m b e r 
3rd, 2021 you will have 
the opportunity to “Save 
your Seat at the Table” by 
purchasing your dinner 
online. 

We look forward to 
seeing you there! Keep your 
eyes open for additional 
information in the weeks to 
come through social media 
and our eblasts!

Welcome to the Table – An Open Doors Fundraiser

Being Served Around the Table 

Adult Menu 

Fresh Garden Salad

Boeuf Bourgignon or  
Chicken Marbella

Roasted Vegetables  

from our very own Community Garden

$30 pp

Early-bird Special $25 pp  

until September 11th

Children’s Meal  

Super Cheesy Mac & Cheese

$5 pp

Dessert 

Cheesecake 

$5 pp

** The meals will be prepared by 

Open Doors Volunteers
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Summer Salad with Peaches and Tomatoes
One of the greatest joys of living in this part of Ontario is 
the easy access to amazing fresh local produce. This time of 
year is known for stone fruit and this summer the peaches 
seem juicier and more flavourful than ever. I’ve made my 
share of pies and cobblers at this point but what I love more 
than anything is this bright summer salad. It incorporates 
several ingredients you may even be growing in your own 
backyard. It’s a great recipe if you are looking for a way to 
use up some of those juicy peaches. 

 4  medium sized peaches, cored and thinly sliced
 4  medium beefsteak or other variety of med/large 

tomato, diced
 12-18 heirloom pear or cherry tomatoes (I love a mix of green 

zebras and yellow pear!)
 ½  red onion, thinly sliced lengthwise
 ½ - ¼  cup of crumbled feta (grocery store feta works for this 

but it is even better with some soft Bulgarian feta which 
is available at many local markets/cheese shops)

 ½ cup fresh basil leaves, washed torn or julienned
 1  Tablespoon red wine or sherry vinegar
 2 Tablespoons of good extra virgin olive oil
 1 teaspoon honey
 ½ teaspoon salt
 ½  teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

•	 Combine	peaches,	tomatoes,	red	onion,	feta	and	basil	in	
a large bowl. 

•	Whisk	 together	dressing	 ingredients	and	pour	over	 the	
salad. 

•	Mix	gently	and	serve	right	away.	The	fruit	begins	to	break	
down quite quickly so this is best made close to when 
you plan to serve it and doesn’t keep particularly well. 

This salad is a lovely accompaniment to grilled meats or fish 
or served alongside a nice crusty baguette and charcuterie. 

Sue Littleton  |  Open Doors Good Food Coordinator

At the Open Doors Community Garden we are happy to announce that we are closing 
in on our harvest goal for the 2021 growing season! We have harvested 220 kg of fresh 
produce from our garden so far this year, which is about 485 lbs. With a goal of 1000 lbs, 
that means we are almost half way there! At this point in the season we are harvesting 
kilograms of tomatoes almost daily, we are working our way through our potato beds, and 
the garlic is harvested for the year. Each week we harvest green beans, Swiss chard, chili 
and bell peppers, eggplants, and cucumbers, and summer squash. This fall we will harvest 
our soybeans, squash, carrots, parsnips, cabbage, peas, beets, greens and much more!

Feel free to stop by the garden for a visit, we are happy to give anyone a tour. We 
are always looking for extra hands to come out early Monday mornings to help with 
harvesting. If interested, email summerintern@stcb.ca.  

Daire Kavanagh  |  Garden and Market Coordinator   

Some call it “the most wonderful time of the year”. Back to school!! Here at Open Doors 
we have been busy with the backpack program, providing backpacks and school supplies 
for 280+ children with more being picked up next week. Over the course of two weeks 
31 volunteers filled 62 three-hour shifts. First they filled all the backpacks with grade 
appropriate school supplies, reusable masks, water bottles and lunch bags, and scientific 
calculators for the high school age group. The backpacks were all organized by grade in 
the Great Hall. The last two days were busy days handing out the backpacks in a Covid 
safe manner to parents and children with assigned time slots. Some of the volunteers have 
been helping out throughout the pandemic with our meal program. Some were pre-Covid 
volunteers returning for the first time (one was in tears because she was so happy to be 
back). Some were first time volunteers, and some were high school students working 
towards the community volunteer hours they need to graduate. On behalf of the Open 
Doors staff, I would like to express our appreciation to all those who came out to help 
out with this amazing program!!  

Sandi Smith   |  Facilities Coordinator

at
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amanDa DalliCaRDillo 
assistant VolunteeR and  

PRogRaM cooRdinatoR 

As I wrap up my 
fourth summer 
w i t h  O p e n 

Doors, I cannot help but feel 
a wide array of emotions. 
This place feels like home 
and every time I return, my 
heart feels so filled with joy 
and excitement to reconnect 
with volunteers, staff and 
community members. I am 
always welcomed back 
with smiles (even if they are 
hidden behind masks) and 
love. While I was so happy 
to return this summer, I still 
mourn the days where we 
would gather in the Great 
Hall for Tuesday dinner. I 
miss the buzz in the air, I 
miss the bustle of all the 
programs running together 
but most of all, I miss all the 
people. I miss connecting 
and checking in  wi th 
volunteers and community 
members on a weekly basis. 
I got to know many of you 
and was always so happy to 
see how you’ve been doing 
since we last saw each other. 
I have faith that we will 
return to Tuesday dinners 
someday soon but for now, 
I will recall the memories 

filled with good laughs and 
great people. 

 Today, I feel sad. It is 
always hard saying goodbye. 
I know that the door always 
remains open for me to 
return but my life is about 
to have a major shift and 
I don’t know where I will 
be next summer! For those 
of you who don’t know, 
I became engaged to my 
high school sweetheart in 
January. We are get ting 
married in November of 
2022. I am entering my final 
year of Teacher’s College 
at Western University and 
will likely be moving out of 
Hamilton for teaching upon 
graduation with my fiancé. 
I’m not sure if I will be back 
next summer and that is 
hard to consider. However, 
I believe that regardless 
whether I am working at 
Open Doors or not, I will 
visit or even volunteer. I 
truly cannot picture my life 
without Open Doors. I love 
it here too much.

 As I wrap up, I want 
to thank so many people. 
Thank you to all the staff who 
have been there for me every 

day. Thank you for asking 
how I am, asking if I need 
any help when putting 30 
pounds of frozen beef in the 
freezer and sharing your love 
of this work with me. I have 
gained life-long friendships 
from working here and 
cherish all of you so much. 
Thank you to the volunteers. 
When I was a new summer 
student, so many of you 
graciously showed me how 
programming works and 
over the years, I have gotten 
to know you and established 
friendships. Thank you to all 
the community members for 
staying connected. I love 
getting to meet all of you 
and getting to hear your 
stories and experiences. I’ve 
watched your children grow 
and I am always amazed to 
see them all each summer. 

Finally, I want to thank 
Christina. As the program 
director, Christina is juggling 
so many balls behind the 
scenes, but she always 
made the time to answer 
my questions, support me 
throughout my work and 
check in with me. Her 
passion and dedication 

shows through her work and 
I am so grateful that every 
summer, she welcomes 
me back with open arms. 
Because of her, I have had 
the opportunity to learn and 
grow so much. She trusted 
me in my decisions and often 
times, believed in me when 
I didn’t believe in myself. 
I’ve accomplished more 
than I ever thought I could 
but know that if it wasn’t 
for Christina’s guidance, 
support, encouragement, 

and insight, I would not 
have felt brave enough to 
spread my wings and soar. 
Thank you for showing me 
that I can do more than I 
ever thought possible. Also, 
please remember to stay 
hydrated while I am not 
there to remind you on a 
daily basis. 

“G o o d bye s  a r e  no t 
forever. Goodbyes are not 
the end. They simply mean 
I’ll miss you until we meet 
again.” – Unknown 
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We’re rebooting our services for people living in retirement homes – there are 
several in the area. We have some dedicated volunteers but do need more. As 
one of them says, it’s an “opportunity to brighten up the day, and provide spiritual 
care for those living in retirement and long term care homes. St. Christopher’s has 
ecumenical church services for residents and extend outreach and meaningful 
worship into our community.” If you are interested, please contact Rev. Michael 
Coren at mcoren@stcb.ca.

Hear Ye!   Hear Ye!   Hear Ye!
No, you don’t have to yell to be a Reader! We have a microphone. All you really 
need is the desire to get involved and have a clear speaking voice. 

Now that our Church is gradually “returning to normal” we are once again looking 
for new voices to add to our Readers’ Guild. Overcome your fear of speaking in 
front of people while being in a safe space. Join our dynamic team AND get just a 
little more up close and personal with the Bible readings. We’ll even help you learn 
to pronounce some of those unusual Biblical names. 

Readers are scheduled and provided the appropriate Bible readings for their 
“shift” well in advance so they can practise ahead of time. We have a great team 
of very flexible members so if your shift conflicts with your personal calendar and 
you are unable to read on your scheduled date, there is always someone who will 
swap dates or fill-in for you. 

Your commitment to this Ministry would be to read only 3-4 times per YEAR or 
less – depending on the number of folks clamouring to get involved. If interested, 
please call the church office or send a note to staff@stcb.ca. We can’t wait to HEAR 
from you!
God bless. 
Tricia Clarke

Retirement Home Reboot

Reflections on In-Person Worship
As I entered the church on Sunday for Worship and 
looked at all the masked faces it gave me a feeling 
of togetherness.  I was surrounded by love, joy and 
peace.  The readings, prayers and homily lifted my 
spirit.  I was familiar with most of the songs played 
so I hummed along with the music.  The music filled 
my soul. I left the service feeling fulfilled and wanting 
more. I will come back again next Sunday!
Gloria Campbell

I am happy to be back at church because we are 
actually in it. It is so nice to see the people and to be 
part of the service we remember. It is a good start to 
getting back to the normal I liked. I feel safe.
Marg Fraser

It gives me great JOY to once again worship at 
St. Christopher’s. I feel comfortable, safe, welcome 
and “at home”.  I waken Sunday mornings filled 
with thanks that we are returning to a more normal 
lifestyle.  It is exciting to see our friends in person.  
It is a gift of God’s grace to be able to receive 
Communion. There is a sense of togetherness as we 
Glorify God.
Betty Anne Millar

I could do without going to the movies or shopping 
at the mall, but not being able to sit in church and 
worship was bad! Eventually the church reopened 
its doors to people and I immediately went back.  
I hope it does not have to close the doors again.  

Because, as much as the YouTube service is ours, 
it doesn’t begin to compare to sitting in the familiar 
building, saying the familiar prayers with others, 
quietly singing the hymns to myself, along with the 
cantor.

I was so relieved when we could go back for 
worship. It means so much to me to be there. I drive 
home every Sunday singing one of the hymns from 
the service.  It stays with me.  

I know that God walks with me every day, all 
week, but being able to worship and talk to Him in 
church is just an unbelievably satisfying experience.
Jeanne Seaton
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JuDy JuPP

did you KnoW?

Trials
•	 Andy’s	constant	attempts	

at connecting us to music, 
and to beauty while 
listening.  Andy’s never- 
ending quest for success 
in this endeavour.

•	Our	 inability	 to	 do	 in-
person worship.

•	Our	getting	used	to	zoom,	
and the fact that all of us 
needed to adapt to this. 
And, if we were unable to 
do so, our connection to 
church seemed tenuous.

•	Our	 inability	 to	 connect	
with each other at end of 
life celebrations.

•	 The	 need	 to	 use	 our	
computer sound system, 
and our camera expertise 
to allow us to connect 
with St. Christopher’s.

•	 The	need	for	our	wardens,	
o u r  s t a f f ,  a n d  o u r 
volunteers to learn new 
techniques.

•	Open	 Doors	 staff	 and	
volunteers’ need to learn 
new skills in delivering 
meals safely throughout 
the various stages of the 
pandemic.

•	Our	 inability	 to	 of fer	
in -person children’s 
programming.

•	No	 in -person	 music	

allowed during lockdown 
and very limited music 
permitted in current days.

•	 Those	 at 	 home	 who	
had no access to the 
internet and began to 
lose all connection to 
St. Christopher’s.

Tribulations
•	 Remember	 that	 t ime	

when we were connected 
to Penny, on Zoom, 
during her first Vestry 
Meeting? She was in her 
basement at home and 
her power went off. She 
then, enterprisingly, found 
a candle, and we resumed 
right away, with her eery 
presence by candlelight!

•	 The	constant	times	when	
technology failed us, 
and Erick, Andy, Souren, 
Shaza,  Penny,  o r  ?, 
scurried around to fix it.

•	What	 about	 the	 time,	
when Carol, Souren, 
and Erick, needed to 
restore the internet on 
a Sunday morning and 
went sleuthing around 
the building to find a 
special modem installed 
by Cogeco last August 
(unbeknownst to us) and 
which resides on a wall in 
the basement!

•	 And,	 of	 course,	 Sunday,	
August 22, when many of 
us watched John Stephen 
sing, viewed Penny’s 
announcements, and 
saw Michael’s sermon, 
all the while hoping that 
sound would arrive soon. 
It didn’t!

•	How	many	 times	 have	
we seen someone’s ear, 
or hair, or chin, as he/she 
tried valiantly to get onto 
zoom?

•	 And,	just	how	many	times	
have we said “you are 
muted”???

Triumphs
•	We	are	now	open	for	in-

person worship! For sure, 
there are some hoops 
through which to jump, 
and some rules to follow, 
but we can go to church 
in our own sanctuary 
again!

•	We	 have	 been	 able	 to	
celebrate the lives of our 
lost friends, in our church 
home.

•	Michael	 has	 been	 able	
to resume visiting in 
residences, and to take 
the Eucharist to people 
who have been yearning 
for this comfort.

•	 The	food	bank	is	opening	

The Trials, Tribulations, and Triumphs of this Pandemic

“softly”.
•	 The	 kitchen	 is	 alive	 and	

“cooking”. This has been 
the case throughout the 
pandemic. And, the staff 
and volunteers there have 
never failed to provide a 
great dinner, and to give 
produce from our own 
amazing garden (during 
summer months).

•	 The	 of f ice	 s taf f 	 and	
volunteers now assemble 
a colour package of all 
correspondence of the 
week to those at home 
and not “connected”.

•	 A	 team	 emerged	 who	
were able to devise an 
interactive online monthly 
family service.

•	 The	phone	tree	has	been	
reactivated and is now 
calling those at home 
without internet.

•	Weekly	 Zoom	 Choir	
meetings have kept 
musicians in connection 
September through June.

•	Our	wardens,	staff,	and	

volunteers have been up 
to the technology learning 
curve. Who had any 
idea just what would be 
required in a pandemic!?? 
The “going” has been 
tough! And, as we all 
know, that is when the 
tough get going!!
And, so, we are still going 

strong, in these many new 
ways. What it requires 
is our memory of non 
pandemic times, and our 
faith and hope that our full 
church, and our choir, and 
our coffee times, and our 
laughter together will be 
back in spades, soon!!



September 2021 page 11

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

 

For Parents
Penny is starting a group where parents of queer and trans youth with find a safe space to learn 

and draw support from one another. Preregistration is required using this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkceCtrzMpH92kiOAc3j88BBbwFIUD4j10.  

Please share the link with families you know who would benefit from a place to talk.  

Thank you, 

St. Christopher’s will mark Orange Shirt Day, or National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, on September 30th with a program for education 
and engagement hosted by The Venerable Val Kerr and Deirdre Pike, our diocesan Justice and Outreach Consultant. Archdeacon Val is a gifted 
speaker and a leader in the National Church in matters of truth and reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. Please save the date: September  
30, 2021 at 7pm via Zoom.
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thursday morning prayer With michael
Please join Michael for Thursday Morning Prayer at 9 am. The session lasts around 20 minutes, 

includes prayers and Bible readings, and is a wonderful way to start the day! We stay afterward 

to chat for a short time. If you would like assistance with entering or calling in to the Zoom room, 

please call the church office at 905.634.1809. 

tuesday contemplative prayer

This group meets every Tuesday 

morning at 8 am. Contemplative prayer 

is centered on silence. Leadership is 

exchanged each week. Rev. Michael is 

the host.

The format includes a reading or 

prayer at the beginning 10 minutes 

of silence, a concluding prayer or 

comment, discussion and sharing. 

Everyone welcome.  See the link in 

the latest eblast or call the church at 

905.634.1809.
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Save the date

T h e  S y r i a n  F a m i l y 
Reunif ication Team is 
launching its fundraising 
campaign to reunite the 
family St. Christopher’s 
sponsored to come to 
Canada from Syria back in 
2016 with members of their 
family who are still living in 
shared housing in Turkey. 

Together with interfaith 
and community partners, 
our  goa l  i s  to  ra i s e 
$90,000 to support this 
family reunification. This 
is the amount of support 
pledged in the application 
made to the Government 
of Canada in support of 
this reunification, enough 

to support 5 adults and 5 
children in their first year in 
Canada, as they continue 
with language training 
and f ind employment 
to suppor t themselves 
in subsequent years. To 
date, we have received 
gifts and pledges totalling 
$35,821.20 for this shared 

project. 
For the safety of their 

family overseas, we are 
protecting the identities of 
the family St. Christopher’s 
sponsored previously. 
However, no one speaks 
more eloquently about this 
reunification project than 
one of the family members 

featured in a featured video 
https://youtu.be/TjEMo1TcTko.

More information about 
the work of St. Christopher’s 
and our many partners 
in the projec t ,  along 
with details about how 
to donate can be found 
at https://syrianfamily.ca. 
Thank you.

Bishop Susan will honour our very own Bob Loree by appointing him a member of the 
Order of Niagara on Sunday, September 19th at 4pm. Closer to this date, we will share a 
Zoom link for those who wish to participate in the service.
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You Are Not Alone
 

Join us once each month for a virtual evening of prayer, scripture and conversation, as we 
remember those we have lost. The next opportunity to gather will be Tuesday, September 7 at 
7 pm, hosted by Rev. Michael Coren. Details to connect will be found in the eblast. 

All are welcome.

“

Loved Ones Lost

Norris Podetz Jul  9 2021
June Archbell Jul  10 2021
Reg Baggett Jul  27 2021
Manuel Sousa Aug  6 2021
Hugh Haney Aug  7 2021
James Anderson Aug  21 2021
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pastoral care

Rev. miChael CoRen

PastoRal associate

Go d  o f  a l l 
consolation, in 
your unending 

love and mercy you turn 
the darkness of death into 
the dawn of new life. Show 
compassion to your people 
in their sorrow.” This I prayed 
aloud in an apar tment 
bedroom, wishing I could 
hug the people around me. 
Because here was a woman 
in her last few hours of life, 
and her son had telephoned 
me and asked for a final visit. 
But the embraces couldn’t 
take place, and back then 
it was only under the most 
extraordinary circumstances 
that I was even allowed to 
meet with people, and then 
standing well apart. 

We all have stories, war 
stories if you like, from the 
pandemic. Nor can we speak 
about it in the past tense, 
because even though we may 
have been vaccinated, wear 
masks, socially distance, 
the latest variant is a threat, 
and we don’t really know 
what is to come. But what 
I’ve seen in this church, 
and we’re far from alone, 
is a dedication and a love 
that should make us proud. 
We’ve invented solutions 
as we’ve gone along, we’ve 
rolled with the waves of pain 
and the storms of agony, and 
we’ve somehow managed to 
survive, to not drown.

It’s been a test of our 
faith as Christians and 

also our commitment as 
a community. I wish with 
all that I have that it hadn’t 
happened, and pray with all 
that I have that it will end, 
but I refuse to be beaten by 
it, and I insist on looking 
not at our defeats but at 
our achievements. We’ve 
continued to love, to reach 
out, to care, and to work for 
others, and that’s something 
to remember.

That  great  Chris t ian 
writer CS Lewis once said, 
“Experience is the most 
brutal of teachers but you 
learn, my God, do you 
learn.” He was right. We 
do learn, we will learn, 
and we will continue to be 
St. Christopher’s Anglican. 

Church. Thank God.

“



Sunday, Sept. 19TH | 4.00pm

Jazz vespers
Kevin Mak – piano
Dan Cunningham – bass
Tommy-Lee Metcalfe – drums
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