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and Altar Guild members. Thank you
to everyone who moved furniture and
created service bulletins. Thank you to
greeters and new-fire-supervisors and
wardens-on-duty and decorators and
cleaner-uppers. My heart is full.
There is a big celebration just around
t h e co r n e r fo r o ur co ngre gatio n!
St. Christopher’s gets to blow out 70
candles on May 1st! There will be two
services on Sunday, May 1st: We will
worship as usual at 8:00am. Then Bishop
Susan will join us as our preacher and
presider at 10:30am. The sixth wave of
the COVID virus has forced us to change
our plans for a celebratory luncheon
on May 1 - instead, we are holding
September 25th at 4pm in our parish
calendar for a party. My fingers are firmly
crossed that we will be able to raise the
roof in the Great Hall that day!
Another important day in the life of our
congregation is approaching in mid-May.
After church on May 15th we will gather
to review the ideas collected in our three

Mission Action Planning conversations.
These three meetings have been positive
and hopeful. The people you sit beside
in church have talked over new ways
we can engage our neighbours and our
neighbourhood. It’s the right time for us
to begin trying new things! On May 15
at 1pm we will gather to decide which
ideas we will pursue in the coming
12-18 months. You do not need to have
participated in any of the first three
Mission Action Planning conversations.
We want you to add your voice and your
prayers to our decision-making. Please
plan to attend.
Rev. Canon Dr. Penny Anderson

Welcome to this “express” edition of the
Messenger. It’s a svelte version of our
beloved newsletter because we want to
land important news and information
in your hands a little ahead of the start
of May.
Because we have not quite reached
the end of April, I want to express my
gratitude to all of our volunteers. April is
volunteer appreciation month. You make
community happen at St. Christopher’s.
You are the reason our shared ministry
is vibrant and hope-filled. You extend
our compassion and care to many in
our neighbourhood through the work of
Open Doors. I am moved and uplifted by
your heart. I am grateful for all you do.
Because the season is still so fresh
and our worship experience so recent,
I particularly want to thank all the
people who made our worship for Holy
Week and Easter so engaging and so
meaningful. Thank you to musicians and
dancers and dramatists and intercessors
and readers. Thank you to liturgy writers
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Wardens’ Report
Happy Spring! It’s so nice to see the
flowers emerging from the ground after
a long winter’s slumber, and buds taking
shape on the trees outside. The weather
is getting pleasantly warmer (albeit
with a few snow showers sprinkled in
for good measure!). A big thank you to
all those involved with the Holy Week
preparations – it was so nice to be able
to gather together, to pray, discuss, reflect
and sing, back in our church building.
For those of you who joined us on
Zoom, I hope that the services were also
meaningful to you. It was lovely to see
some of the children and youth back at
the church decorating vehicles for the
Easter Parade and taking part in the Easter
Sunday Children’s Pageant!
We have a few more opportunities to
gather in the coming days and weeks
for other celebrations. On Apr. 29th
there is a volunteer appreciation event
in the evening over Zoom, and on May
1st we welcome the Bishop to a 10:30
am morning service to help us celebrate
St. Christopher’s 70th Anniversary!
We have also been busy over the
last month with more Mission Action
Plan meetings. It is important for us

to hear the voice of our congregation,
discussing where we see our priorities
both internally and externally reaching
out to our community. Please join us at
our next meeting at 1:00pm on May 15th
for our last MAP meeting, and have your
voice heard!
The Syrian Family Reunification Team
have been working extremely hard lately
to secure all of the key pieces needed for
the imminent arrival of the Masri families
– ETA is April 27th. Thank you to the
many people from St. Christopher’s who
have donated their time and resources
and who are working so collaboratively
with a number of other external groups
in the community on this important
endeavour.
S ome exciting new things have
also occurred since last month. The
Burlington Civic Chorale, Fit for Service,
and the Prayer Shawl group have all
returned to in-person meetings at the
church. The Men’s Cooking Groups are
planning to return to in-person gatherings
in May. In-person funerals have been
able to resume at the church and we
have held one per week since March
26. The Thursday Morning Eucharists

are now held in-person, with a beautiful
take-away lunch prepared by Open
Doors! If you have not attended one of
these weekday services, why not plan to
come soon and enjoy an intimate time of
worship, along with many familiar faces.
On the maintenance side, regular checks
and repairs are being kept up and HEPA
filters have been added in the Great Hall
and Family Room to improve air quality.
We are happy to see that two groups
from the Journeying Together series,
“Encountering the Bible” and “Pondering
the Imponderables” have continued
to meet each week to provide lively
discussions and important fellowship.
Thank you especially to John Reszitnyk
and Gill Jones for their ongoing leadership
in these groups.
Lastly, as the Spring weather changes,
Open Doors has plenty of volunteer
opportunities available if you are looking
to get more involved. They even have a
new online application called “Volunteer
Impact” which makes it even easier to
sign up to help out!
The Wardens look forward to seeing
you online or in person over the coming
months – have a wonderful Spring

From the Registry
April

2 2022 Janet Gadeski

April

9 2022 Anthony Ford-Jones

April 20 2022 Lucy Nicoll

Baptisms
April 24 2022 Jessica Elizabeth Saliba
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Carolyn Henderson

Funerals
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Music & the Performing Arts
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weekend, this number nearly doubles.
I couldn’t be happier with how the busy
season went. It was a challenging year –
we needed to adapt to shifting regulatory
parameters, physical distancing, singing
with masks, having less rehearsal time,
and actual sickness. It wasn’t always
easy but we indeed adapted. Despite
the challenges, the choir unwaveringly
did its part to elicit the great swath of
thoughts and emotions that are inherent
in the Easter story. Some of my favourite
musical moments include singing a new
hymn, “To Mock Your Reign” on Good
Friday, the great variety of artistic forms
on display at the Easter Vigil and the
choir’s Easter Sunday anthem. If you
missed any of the action, all the services
from Thursday to Sunday are available
on YouTube.
If all this sounds a bit masochistic,
then you might be interested in joining
the choir. In all seriousness, this busiest
time of the year is a fulfilling journey. I am
grateful to not only experience but help
create such meaningful church. If you
too are intrigued by this prospect, please
don’t hesitate to ask me about what choir

membership entails.
Or it could be that you’re more of a
heavy rocker - also, arguably, a form of
masochism. If you or anyone you know is
looking to join a band that practices and
performs regularly and doesn’t involve
staying out at bars until 2:00 am, please
speak to me. The 11:30 band is a capable
and dedicated group of musicians looking
for a guitarist and a bass guitarist.
I am in humble awe at seeing what this
community accomplished during Holy
Week and Easter. If you get a chance to
read this before the aliens eat it, then I
hope you will join me on the 29th for
some well-deserved appreciation.

Andy Elmhirst

A Messenger article due in the short
week after Easter? No rest for the wicked.
The only possible explanation is that our
newsletter-eating alien overlords from the
future are hungry again. Either that, or
there is a lot going on at St. Christopher’s
and we need to share the news.
One of these things is the volunteer
appreciation evening on Friday, April
29th. As you’ll see elsewhere in this
newsletter, dinner pickup is between 4
and 5 with a Zoom presentation at 6:30.
I have fond memories of these decked
out celebrations and am looking forward
to doing it again this year, even if it is
on Zoom.
At this time of year, the choir, in
particular, deserves a lot of appreciation.
Last week, between Maundy Thursday
and the end of Easter morning, the choir
sang 5 services. Including practice time,
that’s over 12 hours of volunteering in just
3.5 days. With 16 people in the choir,
that’s 192 volunteer hours in just one long
weekend. When adding in the dancers,
readers, intercessors, chair movers, altar
guild members, servers and wardens
who were ever present over the Easter
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Children and Youth Ministry
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guidelines! (Hint: A “Holy Hike” at Mt.
Nemo is in the works…)
April is also Volunteer Appreciation
month - and without the dedication and
hard work of several assistants, children’s
and youth ministry programming just
wouldn’t be possible. I’d like to extend
a great big thank you to everyone on the
GIFT planning committee, and to those
who have volunteered to help on Sunday
mornings. The future of children’s and
youth ministry really depends on you
and you have stepped up and pitched in!
On that note, we are looking for a few
more teens and adults who are willing to
help out on Sunday mornings. If we can
get a small pool of volunteers, then we
can make up a schedule so people can
alternate weeks and not have to commit
for every week. If you would be interested

in engaging with our younger folks on
Sunday mornings, please reach out and let
me know. I’d love to have a conversation
with you about it!
And as always, if you need to reach me,
I’m only an email away! (sarah.layman@
stcb.ca)

Sarah Layman

Whew! We made it through Holy Week
and we’ve now entered into the season
of Easter. There’s been a lot happening
in Children’s and Youth Ministry this
month. In person Sunday School was
able to resume at the 9:30 am service, we
had a Resurrection Car Parade on Easter
Saturday, and we had an Interactive
Children’s Pageant on Easter morning.
Thank you to all of the families who
joined us, and if you haven’t come out
yet, I look forward to meeting you soon!
As this next wave of the pandemic
plays out we are limited in the ways in
which we can gather, and I long for the
time when we may once again join the
youth together for a meal, some games,
and a time of faith and fellowship. In
the meantime, stay tuned for upcoming
events that work within our current
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Dear Volunteers,

Cheers to our Volunteers
page 6

Sandi Smith

The programs we provide at Open Doors would not be possible without your time and talents. We would not be able to make
meals and hand them out, run the clothing store, open the community market for shopping, grow food in our garden, or help
our community members in so many other ways, if we didn’t have all of you beside us. Please know that Volunteer Appreciation
Week is important to us because we value YOU and your participation in everything we do. I hope to see you on the 29th so
we can share a small token of our gratitude with you.
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Cheers to Our Volunteers!
Volunteer Appreciation Evening
All volunteers welcome

April 25
RSVP to respite@stcb.ca to register for your meal.
Please indicate if you would like a plus one.

April 29
4 – 5pm	Pick up your dinner at St. Christopher’s Church
6.30pm	Log into Zoom with your invite and join us in
celebrating your important impact in the community
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In partnership with

PLANT SALE
662 Guelph Line, Burlington Ontario

SATURDAY

MAY

28

TH

8 – 1pm

Gather information, purchase plans,
swap seeds and enjoy some BBQ.
Donations of perennials, small garden equipment and decor
can be made on Thursday May 26th from 12pm – 4pm
and Friday May 27th from 9:30am – 2pm
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Did You Know?
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Sarah Layman, was a fun and interactive
condensed version of the telling of the
Resurrection. The youth involved
provided the congregation with words
and actions to be performed upon cues
given. The result was a story-telling
session with engaged participants,
smiles, laughter and praise.
• Here’s to our office staff.  During Holy
Week eight bulletins were produced.
EIGHT! And, each one needed a cover.
This cover is carefully selected by
Penny and Ken. Let us not take these
special covers for granted. If we look
at them carefully, we can see the story
of the day, meaningfully told.
• The liturgy planning committee have
given a memorable gift to us, the
parishioners of St. Christopher’s.
Every service during Holy Week was
carefully planned, and resulted in great
appreciation of the Easter story. And,
holding the services in the Great Hall
for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday,

and the special effort in transforming
that space was so appreciated.
• Lastly - Our rector, Penny Anderson,
is to be commended mightily for her
constancy, her diligence, her fortitude,
her caring, and her unending carefully
crafted messages during the whole of
Holy Week. Penny was unfailingly
there, always, with warmth, grace, and
expertise. We are blessed!

Judy Jupp

• The Great Hall has been enhanced
greatly by the efforts of Gail Grant, and
her faithful brother, Paul Smith. Check
out the “boards” to see how these two,
along with Heather Bonser (Gail’s
daughter), have given us a visually
pleasing display.
• We all know now the meaning of
“liminal” thanks to Andy’s excellent
article in last month’s Messenger. I
commend it to you, if you have not yet
read it. Andy has multiple gifts!
• The vigil on Easter Saturday is another
one! Penny, Andy, Allison and Paula
choreographed this special evening
with dancing, beautiful music, and a
presentation by John Stephen. Those
of us in the congregation appreciated
the talents in our midst. Also, a light
and rainbow show was displayed on a
screen, created by Sol Lewitt, to add to
this evening’s celebration.
• The Easter Sunday 11am Children’s
Pageant led by our Youth Director,
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Join us on Sunday May 1
Services at 8am and 10.30am
Children’s Church will be held
during the 10.30am service
Meet the The Right Reverend Susan Bell,
Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Niagara
With high hopes for good weather,
we will meet on the front lawn for tea and cake.
Share your stories with others,
see photos collected from the last 70 years
Celebrate all that has been … and is to come!
Also, save the date:
Sunday, September 25
for continued celebration of our 70 years together

