
Church Office
Please call 905.634.1809 with questions or 
information. In the event of a pastoral emergency, 
our clergy may be reached at 289.427.0623.  
Summer hours (9am-12noon, M-F) are in effect 
July 1-Sep. 5 with statutory closures: July 1, Aug. 
1, Sep. 5.

 July 1, 2022

Thursday Mornings
Please plan to attend our mid-week service of  
The Word at 11am in the Sanctuary.  There will 
be an in-person lunch beginning July 7, offered 
by the Open Doors team at 11.45am. We look 
forward to seeing you there! (Bible Study will 
resume September 8.)

Summer Messenger
Please enjoy the newly published Summer 
Messenger here 🔗. Learn about what is 
happening at your church and what is paused 
for the summer.

Jazz Vespers
If you missed the June 19 presentation with 
Jim Sandilands and friends, see it here 🔗.

Dear Friends,
I write to tell you that one of our dear ones has entered into God’s nearer 
presence. Margaret Brisley died on June 26th. Margaret lived for the last 
number of years at Heritage Place, but before that, she was a beloved member 
of the group that gathers on Thursday mornings for Bible study and the mid-
week Eucharist. And she was part of the Open Enders group. Margaret’s 
thoughtful and caring ways, and the energy she devoted to bringing a branch 
of the Burlington Library to the Tansley Woods neighbourhood were cited in 
her nomination for the Order of Niagara in 2004. She will be missed.

We will celebrate Margaret’s life here at St. Christopher’s on Monday, July 4th 
at 11am. Visiting will precede the service, beginning at 10am. May Margaret 
rest in peace and rise in glory. (Youtube link 🔗)

I’m grateful to Reverend Hollis Hiscock for presiding at Margaret’s celebration, 
and the Sunday services during my vacation. I will be away from July 2 
- 28. In the event of a pastoral emergency, please call the church office at  
905-634-1809 and follow the instructions to be connected to David 
Montgomery.

With all my good wishes,

https://stcb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Mess-247-Summer-2022.pdf
https://youtu.be/5qnrwUaS0uY
https://youtu.be/T6b4mOqKWo4


Contacting the Church
Pastoral Emergency
Our clergy and staff are working more often at the church now. Our phone 
answering system will collect messages in the after hours times.
If you have experienced a pastoral emergency such as a death, sudden illness 
or personal crisis, our clergy may be reached at 289.427.0623.

Leaving a General Message
If you would like to call the church at 905.634.1809, we look forward to speaking 
with you. If we are not able to answer in that moment, please leave a message 
in the general mailbox #5 or send an email to staff@stcb.ca and a staff member 
will respond, as soon as possible. 

Come to Coffee Time!
During the summer months, plan to come to the Great Hall following each 
service. We look forward to spending time together there. Reacquaint yourself 
with old friends or meet some new ones but do plan to stay and socialize! 
Masks are not required at this time.
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You Are Not Alone - Summer Gatherings
Please mark your calendars for July 20 and August 17 on Zoom at 7pm. Here 
is the link 🔗
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82242667956?pwd=UWNVb0lBOUhaQi93RDQ0Sk5lWkpUdz09

Book Club
The group met exclusively on Zoom this past year and we shared some lively 
discussion on a wide variety of books. We will meet again on Zoom on Monday, 
September 19th at 7.30pm to discuss the book “The Island of Sea Women” by 
Lisa See. At that meeting we will decide upon the day/time/format of future 
monthly gatherings. We expect to circulate a list of suggested books later this 
summer. All are welcome to join us! Watch the eblast for the Zoom link to the 
September meeting.

It all started with Sundae Sunday...
Despair to Hope: A refugee is a person who has fled his or her own country 
and cannot return, due to fear of persecution, and has been given refugee 
status by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).

Safety, Food, Water and Shelter are things that we tend to take for granted, but 
these are priceless treasures in the world of a Refugee.

When the Syrian family appeared recently in the Great Hall, parishioners 
were engaged and felt a connection to this group of ten survivors from the 
Middle East. What stories the M family can tell! So, over the next ten weeks, 
let us share some of them. We can call these the Summer Syrian Success 
Stories - Season One. 

Meet MM1. MM1, the oldest in a family of eight children, met his wife (W1) 
through family connections after fleeing Syria in 2012. W1 was sent secretly 
by her family in Aleppo across the border to Turkey where she and MM1 were 
married. MM1’s home near Aleppo had been destroyed and, as a refugee 
in a new country, with a different language, he had limited opportunities. 
Working in a cash society, MM1 found work in construction and renovations 
to earn money to contribute to his parents’ and siblings’ survival. He will 
use his knowledge and skills in Canada to build a safe and secure future for 
his family. MM1 has earned his Ontario G2 driver’s licence. He will start 
English classes soon. He is currently dependent upon the parishioners of 
St. Christopher’s and others for support for his family (W1 and three children) 
in their first year in Canada. Thanks to you, this is happening!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82242667956?pwd=UWNVb0lBOUhaQi93RDQ0Sk5lWkpUdz09
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Open Doors Update
Seniors’ Lunch and Donations
Join us Thursday, July 7 at noon for the first of many in-person lunches in the 
Great Hall. No registration is required.

Our Clothing Store and Community Market are both seeking donations. 
Clothing: clean, gently-used summer shorts and t-shirts for boys and girls ages 
5 -16 and men’s shorts, golf shirts and t-shirts. 
Food: pasta sauce, rice, oats, flour, oil, cereal, school snacks, spices, seasonings, 
vinegar, ketchup/condiments and we’re also low on 5+ sized diapers and pull 
ups and menstrual products. All donations greatly appreciated! 
Clothing donations may be made on Wednesday/Thursday 9.30am-4.00pm.
Food donations may be made on Mondays from 9.30am– 4.00pm.

Volunteer Opportunities
Open Doors is still seeking volunteers! Please share these opportunities 
with anyone you think might be interested. Please connect them to Sandi at 
volunteer@stcb.ca.

Community Market 
Tuesday afternoons and Saturday mornings to help run our food support 
program, Tuesday mornings to help unload our fresh food donations.

Community Garden
Flexible time. Green thumbs needed for weeding, watering, and other garden 
maintenance.

Ontario Energy Support Program
In this position can be done remotely and will assist people in our community 
who are applying for OESP and cannot navigate the application. Great thing 
about this role is YOU TELL US your schedule :) Looking for a once-a-week 
commitment of approximately one hour. Will need basic computer skills.

Tuesday Night Dinners
We are now offering in-person Tuesday night dinners and need many hands  for 
preparation, setup, greeting and cleanup.

Happy Retirement,
Sandi Smith! 

If you missed Sandi’s barbeque lunch last week, 
take a minute to 
wish her well during 
the coming week. 
Her last work day is 
Thursday, July 7.

W e  h o p e  t o 
see Sandi around 
t h e  w a l l s  o f 
St.  Christopher’s 
soon,  now as  a 
volunteer!

The Wardens invite you to contribute to a 
purse to express our gratitude for Sandi’s 19 
years of committed service on the staff team 
at St. Christopher’s and Open Doors. If you 
wish to contribute, please direct your gift to 
St. Christopher’s and mark your contribution “Sandi 
Smith Retirement.” Thank you!

Prayer Shawl Group
This group of dedicated knitters enjoyed time 
together in the Family Room on Thursday, June 30. 
They will have a summer hiatus and regather on 
Thursday, September 27 at 1pm.



Donation Opportunities
If you would like to donate to St. Christopher’s, there are several options:
1 Mail us a cheque (we are bringing in the mail frequently). Please never mail 

cash.
2 Go to stcb.ca and choose “Donate” (top right). Options there include:
 a Regular offerings by pre-authorized payment from your bank account or by 

Visa.
 b Special gifts, such as memorials or gifts to be directed to a particular ministry, 

by Visa or Mastercard. Be sure to specify where your gift should be credited.
3 E-transfer from your bank account to this email address: acctg@stcb.ca
4 Phone the church and leave a message for staff to call you back - we 

can receive your credit card information over the phone and process the 
transaction.

David Main
Andrea Schroeder
Deidre Conway
Linda Rafuse
Emma Cosgrove
Dorothy Warren

Michael Peroune
Margaret Warren
Carolyn Conway
Mary Schroeder
Phil Hartog
Linda Novakovich

Paul Smith
Alan Ayliffe
Jennifer Ayliffe
Lisa Ravenscroft
Lindon George

• Robert Mark & Norma Audrey Deans, remembered with love by their 
children, Patricia Deans and Ronald Deans, and their families.

• Richard Jenkins, beloved son of Frances and Jerry Jenkins.
• David Michael Page, remembered with love by his mother, Joan Page, and 

his sister, Susan Thomson and her family.
• Kevin Pearce, eldest son of Stan & Jan, brother to Kyle and Craig, forever 

loved and missed by his family and friends.

from St. Christopher’s Church community.
May God’s favour and blessing travel with you 
during the coming year.

Happy Anniversary from  
St. Christopher’s Church community.
With God’s blessing we wish you every joy, as 
you journey through life together.

On this Sunday we gave thanks for the lives of:
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Anne & Rob Wiebe  27
Pat & Michele Honan  25
Howard & Linda Rafuse  60
Jennifer & Greg Turney  32
Joe & Joan McGavin  55


