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Welcome to St. Christopher’s
Thank you for being here this morning! We hope that this will be a
meaningful time of worship for you. Please be assured that we are
continuously evaluating and adapting our liturgical customs and hygiene
practices to protect the health and safety of all.
About the Service
Everything you need for the service can be found in this booklet and large
print copies are also available. You may take this service bulletin home with
you or discard it in the blue box as you exit. It will not be re-used.
Children & Families
Church School is available today for children 5 and older. Parents, please
bring your children to church - they will be invited to meet Sarah Layman at
the front for their own GIFT programming. Children will then return to you at
the time of the Peace.
Audio Loop
If you use a hearing aid with a “T” setting, you can take advantage of our
audio loop in the main section (Nave) of the church.
“Collection”
We don’t pass the collection plate at St. Christopher’s. Instead, if you wish to
make a financial contribution to support our ministries, there are donation
boxes just inside the door into the worship space.
Communion
All are invited to share in the Holy Eucharist. Please remain seated until you
are invited up the centre aisle by the greeter. Leave your mask on as you
approach the priest, and allow a 6 ft. distance from others in the centre aisle
as you wait. We are distributing bread only. Please hold out your hands and
the priest will drop the wafer into your hands (without touching you). Once
you have received the wafer, please step to the communion station at the
side. Once there, remove one side of your mask, place the wafer in your
mouth, replace your mask, sanitize your hands, and return directly to your
seat by the side aisle. If you are not comfortable receiving the bread, you can
come forward to receive a blessing - just cross your arms over your chest;
the priest will pray for God’s blessing on you (without touching you). If you
require gluten-free bread, please ask the priest.

General COVID-19 Protocols
Mask use is mandatory at all times during the service except as instructed to
receive communion.
We encourage you to sanitize your hands frequently and there is sanitizer in
many places throughout the church.
Please maintain physical distance of a minimum of 6’ from those outside
of your household group and ensure a 2-chair distance between you and
another family.
The Peace will be shared in place and using non-contact gestures.
Spending Time Together after the Service
Our updated ministry guidelines allow us to visit in the Narthex for
conversation. Please remember that we are to remain masked and to maintain
a safe distance at all times.
Blessings
None of us comes to church by accident and each of us brings the rest of
our lives with us. No matter what joys, burdens or dilemmas you bring with
you today, we pray that this time will be a gift to you; that God’s grace will
touch you with hope and energy to live your life with greater depth, integrity,
compassion, and courage.
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Prelude
June: Barcarolle

Tchaikovsky

Welcome

Canon Penny Anderson

Land Acknowledgement

David Montgomery

We gather for worship on the territory of the Anishinaabeg, the Haudenosaunee,
and the Métis peoples. In a spirit of reconciliation we call to mind the 2015
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Report. This report includes 94
Calls to Action, the fifty-fourth of which calls upon the Government of Canada
to provide multi-year funding for the National Council for Reconciliation to
ensure that it has the financial, human, and technical resources required to
conduct its work, including the endowment of a National Reconciliation Trust
to advance the cause of reconciliation. With respect, may we join our voices
with those calling for this action to be implemented.
Children and volunteers participating in GIFT activities are invited to move to the
front of the church during the hymn to exit by the doors below the pulpit.

Opening Hymn: God of Many Faces
God of many faces, we offer our praise,
singing your glory through all of our days.
Hear ever growing voices, once fragile, now strong,
carrying melodies in expansive new songs.
God of many genders, our world reflects you,
sunrise and sunset uniting our hues,
woven into a city with jewels of all shades,
houses of ruby and walls rowed with jade.
God of many names, we invite you to show
us the new names that reflect our true souls.
Breathe with your holy spirit to give us the Word
that will indwell dry bones, granting new life once heard.
God of many bodies, abide within ours,
shifting more each day through time and through scars.
Come sanctify our bodies, all fashioned by you,
holier every day still becoming more true.
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Gathering of the Community
The Collect of the Day
Presider

All

Extravagantly loving God,
in prayer we say black lives matter,
every child matters,
and our 2S&LGBTQIA+ siblings are made in your image.
May our hearts be open
as your heart is open.
In Pride month, and through the year,
may we learn to welcome
people of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions,
in all the bodies they inhabit,
through Jesus Christ,
in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Please be seated.

The Proclamation of the Word
A Reading from the Letter to the Galatians (3.23-29)

Read by Jane Brady

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according
to the promise.
Reader
All

Holy Word. Holy Wisdom.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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Before the Gospel: Dear Shepherd of Your People, Hear

CP #521

May we in faith receive your word,
in faith present our prayers,
and in the presence of our Lord
disburden all our cares.
The hearing ear, the seeing eye,
the humbled mind, bestow;
and shine upon us from on high,
to make our graces grow.

A Reading from the Gospel of John (10.7-18)

David Montgomery

May God be with you.
And also with you.
Presider
The Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John.
All		 Glory to you, O Jesus Christ.
Presider		
All		

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen
to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does
not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down
my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,
one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life
in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again.
I have received this command from my Father.’
At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says,
Reader
All

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, O Jesus Christ.
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After the Gospel: Dear Shepherd of Your People, Hear

CP #521

Dear Shepherd of your people, hear,
your presence now display;
as you have given a place for prayer,
so give us hearts to pray.
Within these walls let holy peace
and love and concord dwell;
here give the troubled conscience ease,
the wounded spirit heal.
Please be seated.

Homily

Canon Penny

Silence for Reflection
Please stand.

Affirmation of Faith
Presider

Let us affirm the faith we share.

All

You, O God, call us into being,
and you rejoice in the diversity of your creation.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You are still creating,
and you call us to be co-creators with you.
You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure,
loving us extravagantly.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed
your love for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.
You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You affirm our diverse identities
and fill us with your love.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are God. We worship you.
Amen.
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The Prayers of the People

Led by Gerry Anthony

Please be seated.

Anthem: Zum Sanctus

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

The Peace
The Presider addresses the people.
Presider
All

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

The members of the community offer signs of peace to one another from a
safe distance.
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The Celebration of the Eucharist
The Preparation over the Gifts
Offertory Hymn: Bring Many Names
Bring many names, beautiful and good,
Celebrate in parable and story,
Holiness in glory, living, loving God:
Hail and hosanna! Bring many names!
Strong mother God, working day and night,
Planning all the wonders of creation,
Setting each equation, genius at play:
Hail and hosanna, strong mother God!
Warm father God, hugging every child
Feeling all the strains of human living,
Caring and forgiving till we’re reconciled:
Hail and hosanna, warm father God!
Old, aching God, grey with endless care,
Calmly piercing evil’s new disguises,
Glad of good surprises, wiser than despair:
Hail and hosanna, old, aching God!
Young, growing God, eager, on the move,
Seeing all, and fretting at our blindness,
Crying out for justice, giving all you have:
Hail and hosanna, young, growing God!
Great, living God, never fully known,
Joyful darkness far beyond our seeing,
Closer yet than breathing, everlasting home:
Hail and hosanna, great, living God!

The Prayer over the Gifts
Presider

All

God of extravagant love,
meet us in this eucharist
and set us free to love you
and all people,
for we are fearfully
and wonderfully made.
Amen.
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SYP #220

The Great Thanksgiving
Stephen

Presider

We praise you O God
because you are at work in our lives!
You delight in our difference and diversity;
you rejoice in the people you are creating us to be;
you affirm our identities
and you give us the gift of flourishing
when we offer one another
acceptance and hospitality and love.
Reminded that you sealed your promise
to protect and preserve our ancestors
by setting a bow in the sky,
confident that you are including us
in the new society you are creating
where there is reconciliation and peace,
justice and inclusion,
we praise you and join in the song of all creation:
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All

Presider

Stephen

O God we praise you because you call us to your table and you
share your life with us.
When the world was a formless void, you spoke order and
beauty into being. Through the ages you pour out your grace
for people who defied expectations to live their best life in
you. Rahab acted with cunning and courage. Joseph wore
his colourful robe with pride. Ruth faced starvation. Deborah
captained an army. The eunuch from Ethiopia met you in the
waters of baptism. A centurion begged Jesus to heal his male
partner. Through all times and places, you share your life with
your people.
You entered our joys and sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was
born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over
the city.
With infinite love, he shared your life with your people.
On the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering Jesus’ death, we cry out Amen. Amen!
Celebrating Jesus’ resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen!
Trusting Jesus’ presence in every time and place,
we plead Amen. Amen!
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O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.
O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

All

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our
strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with
fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life,
the life of the Lover to the Beloved, the life of the Spirit of the
risen Christ, life in you, now and forever.
Amen.

Presider

We pray as Jesus taught us:

All

Haas

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider
All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
Though we are many we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Invitation to Communion
Presider

All

This is God’s table,
ready for those who love God
and those who want to love God more.
So come,
you who have much faith
and you who have little,
you who have been here often
and you who have never been before,
you who have tried to follow Jesus
and you who have failed.
Come, because it is Christ
who invites us to meet him here.
The Gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

All are invited to share in the Holy Eucharist. Please remain seated until you are
invited up the centre aisle by the greeter. Leave your mask on as you approach the
priest, and allow a 6 ft. distance from others in the centre aisle as you wait. At
this time we are offering communion in one kind, the bread, only. Please hold out
your hands and the priest will drop the wafer into your hands (without touching you).
Once you have received the wafer, please step to the communion station at the side.
Once there, remove one side of your mask, place the wafer in your mouth, replace
your mask, sanitize your hands, and return directly to your seat by the side aisle. If
you are not comfortable receiving the bread, you can come forward to receive a
blessing - just cross your arms over your chest; the priest will pray for God’s blessing
on you (without touching you). If you require gluten-free bread, please ask the priest.
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Songs During Communion
Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him
1.

Jesus calls us here to meet him,
as through word and song and prayer
we affirm God’s promised presence
where his people live and care.
Praise the God who keeps his promise;
praise the Son who calls us friends;
praise the Spirit who, among us,
to our hopes and fears attends.

2.

Jesus calls us to confess him
Word of life and Lord of all,
sharer of our flesh and frailness,
saving all who fail or fall.
Tell his holy human story;
tell his tales that all may hear;
tell the world that Christ in glory
came to earth to meet us here.

3.

Jesus calls us to each other;
found in him are no divides.
Race and class and sex and language –
such are barriers he derides.
Join the hand of friend and stranger;
join the hands of age and youth;
join the faithful and the doubter
in their common search for truth.

4.

Jesus calls us to his table
rooted firm in time and space,
where the church in earth and heaven
finds a common meeting place.
Share the bread and wine, his body;
share the love of which we sing;
share the feast for saints and sinners
hosted by our Lord and King.
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CP #59

Child of God

Mark Miller

No matter what people say,
Say, or think about me,
I am a child,
I am a child of God.
No matter what people say,
Say, or think about you,
You are a child,
You are a child of God.
No matter what the world says,
Says, or thinks about me,
I am a child,
I am a child of God.
No matter what the church says,
Decisions, pronouncements on you,
You are a child,
You are a child of God.
And there is nothing or no one who can separate,
They can’t separate you from the truth that
You’re someone, you are family,
You are meant to be a child, a child of God!
You are a child, a child of God!

Prayer After Communion
Please stand.
Presider

All

God of new life,
May we be so changed
by our encounter here with you
that, in all we say and do,
we may show the world
that love overcomes hate
and unity is our strength.
Through Jesus Christ,
In the power of the Spirit.
Amen.

Blessing

Canon Penny
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Closing Hymn: New Patterns of Loving
New patterns of loving make room for new ways,
creating new families to care for and raise.
All those who have loved us and helped us to grow
are families of choice by the caring they show.
Our ancestry marks us visible signs;
we bear in our bodies genetic designs.
But love, beyond limits of gender or race,
can fashion new families and new ways embrace.
God bless all the mothers and fathers today;
help us to raise children to walk in God’s way.
to care for each other as children of God,
whose love is inclusive, far-reaching, and broad.

Dismissal
Alleluia. Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Presider
All

Postlude

We are a dynamic, inclusive, diverse community
rooted in the life-giving, life-affirming, life-changing love of God
reaching beyond ourselves
caring for creation
making a difference with others.
662 Guelph Line, Burlington ON L7R 3M8
Tel. 905.634.1809
www.stcb.ca

