Dear Friends,
We have arrived at a turning point in the life of our community! Effective
today, the Bishop’s Office is pausing our restrictive COVID practices. The
letter outlining our new guidelines for the “green” stage appears elsewhere
in this e-blast. Here’s what this means for the ways we spend time together at
St. Christopher’s:
• We encourage you to stay home if you are feeling unwell.
• Masking will be optional in most situations, including in worship on Sundays
at 9:30 and 11:30.
• For the next several weeks, we will be requiring worshipers to be masked
at 8:00 on Sundays and at the Thursday morning service. This will ensure that
people can opt to attend church in a setting where everyone is masked. We
will be evaluating this masking requirement as the summer progresses.
• The common cup will be available for those who wish to receive both bread
and wine.
• Physical contact will be possible at the Peace for those who wish.
• Coffee hour can take place in the ways we are used to enjoying coffee hour.
Those staying for coffee in the Great Hall are free to mingle and enjoy one
another’s company unmasked. There is no longer a requirement that we keep
records for contact tracing purposes.

Upcoming Sundays
June 19
• Jazz Vespers at 4pm, with
The Venerable Jim Sandilands and friends, at
St. Christopher’s (see page enclosed for details)
June 26
• Sundae Sunday at St. Christopher’s, with an
Instructed Eucharist and children present in
worship. Celebrate the beginning of summer and
the ceasing of programs for July & August.
• Join us for ice cream and strawberries at either
8.45am or 10.30am
• During our social time together, meet the Masri
family members who arrived in Canada in late
April 2022.

These are broad strokes. I will have more information for those attending
worship, and those coming to programs at the church. I hope this pause is
welcome news! I look forward to talking with you more about the new green
stage guidelines sometime soon!
Sandi Smith has announced she will be retiring from her role as Open Doors
volunteer coordinator on July 8. Sandi is so good at connecting with our
volunteers. She has been generous in sharing her knowledge and skills with us
over the past 19 years. We will miss her on our team! Elsewhere in this email
you will find information about ways you can join in celebrating Sandi.
The Syrian Family Reunification Team has been hard at work since 10 members
of the Masri family arrived in Canada on April 27. They have celebrated many
firsts! Recently, I heard Basel say, “I am working as an octopus!” as he provides
support and know-how for his brothers and their families. St. Christopher’s
has an opportunity to meet the newly-arrived Masri families. They will be
stopping by the church on Sunday June 26 to enjoy Sundae Sunday with us.
Weather permitting, we will gather in the front garden to enjoy ice cream and
strawberries after the 9:30 service. I hope to see you there!
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Coffee Time Returns!

This Sunday, June 19, we will return to offering coffee in the Great Hall
following each service. We look forward to spending time together there.
Reacquaint yourself with old friends or meet some new ones but do plan to
stay and socialize!

Thursday Mornings
Please plan to attend our mid-week time of bible study at 10am in the Family
Room and service of Holy Eucharist at 11am in the Sanctuary. A take-away
lunch is offered by the Open Doors team at 11.45am. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Book Club - Special Guest Author
Monday, June 20 at 7pm on Zoom.
All are invited to join us for a lively discussion of the book “Canons”. We are
delighted to welcome the author, Allan Jones, as our guest!
Please contact Jillian Stewart at staff@stcb.ca to receive your virtual invitation
and Zoom link.

You Are Not Alone - Summer Gatherings
Please mark your calendars for July 20 and August 17 on Zoom at
7pm. Here is the link 🔗
h

ttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82242667956?pwd=UWNVb0lBOUhaQi93RDQ0Sk5lWkpUdz09

Contacting the Church
Pastoral Emergency
Our clergy and staff are working more often at the church now. Our phone
answering system will collect messages in the after hours times.
If you have experienced a pastoral emergency such as a death, sudden illness
or personal crisis, our clergy may be reached at 289.427.0623.
Leaving a General Message
If you would like to call the church at 905.634.1809, we look forward to speaking
with you. If we are not able to answer in that moment, please leave a message
in the general mailbox #5 or send an email to staff@stcb.ca and a staff member
will respond, as soon as possible.

www.stcb.ca
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Open Doors Update
Donations Please
Our Clothing Store is seeking donations of clean, gently-used summer
shorts and t-shirts for boys and girls ages 5 -16 and men’s shorts, golf shirts
and t-shirts. Donations gratefully accepted on Wednesdays and Thursdays,
9.30am - 4.00pm.
Our Community Market is seeking donations of staples: pasta sauce, rice,
oats, flour, oil, cereal, school snacks, spices, seasonings, vinegar, ketchup/
condiments and we’re also low on 5+ sized diapers and pull ups and
menstrual products. All donations greatly appreciated! Donations can be
made on Mondays from 9.30am – 4.00pm.

Volunteer Opportunities
Open Doors is still seeking volunteers! Please share these opportunities
with anyone you think might be interested. Please connect them to Sandi
at volunteer@stcb.ca.
Community Market
Tuesday afternoons and Saturday mornings to help run our food support
program, Tuesday mornings to help unload our fresh food donations.
Community Garden
Flexible time. Green thumbs needed for weeding, watering, and other
garden maintenance.
Ontario Energy Support Program
In this position can be done remotely and will assist people in our community
who are applying for OESP and cannot navigate the application. Great
thing about this role is YOU TELL US your schedule :) Looking for a oncea-week commitment of approximately one hour. Will need basic computer
skills.
Tuesday Night Dinners
We are now offering in-person Tuesday night dinners and need many hands
for preparation, setup, greeting and cleanup.
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starting this week!

Precious Metal Drive
for St. Christopher’s
with Silver and Gold plus much more
Dates for Evaluation (1.30-3.30pm)

Sat. June 18
Thu. June 23 | Sat. June 25

Holy Hike
All youth age 11-13, please mark your calendars for June 18. Join Sarah for an
interactive prayer hike and enjoy some of God’s special gifts.
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S

Jazz Vespers
Summertime with nods to

Pride Month, Indigenous Reconciliation, Father’s Day and Pentecost

Featuring

Tim Shia | Drums

Colleen Allen | Sax

Jeff Mcleod | Piano

662 Guelph Line, Burlington ON L7R 3M8
Tel. 905.634.1809 | www.stcb.ca

Jim Sandilands | Bass

70th Memory Book
Did you see the album on May 1?
Did you notice there are still a lot of blank pages - waiting for more
contributions?
Do you have a favourite story to share?
How about a photo?
There are supplies and suggestions on the Welcome Table.
Please take the plain white paper and write out your memory. If it is a photo,
put it in an envelope with some description written on the envelope of the
photo inside.
Return these items to the large brown envelope on the table.
This album is a “work-in-progress” until our big celebration in September.
Please return your contributions by August 31.

Need help getting started? Here are some ideas:
What drew you to the St Christopher’s faith community initially and what
keeps you coming?
How has being part of the St Christopher’s faith community transformed (or
changed) your life?
What brings a smile to your face when you think about St. Christopher’s?
What was an “aha!” moment for you?
What made you think - I am so glad I came to that!
What is your favourite story to share involving St. Christopher’s?

The “Do’s and Don’ts”
~ use only 1 card per memory, you do not have to fill the whole card
~ you may write more than 1 memory
~ only write on 1 side of the card
~ please sign your name
~ do not write on the back of the photos
~ photos cannot be returned if used, and they may be cropped
~ clear photos only please

Help Us Wish Sandi Smith a Happy Retirement!
Join us on June 30th from 12pm - 2:30pm for
a BBQ in honour of our friend and colleague,
Sandi Smith. Sandi will be joining the ranks of
many a great staff person at St. Christopher's
and beginning a new journey in her life! Bring
your well wishes and lawn chairs as we will
pray for beautiful weather to picnic outside.
(rain plans will bring us indoors)
Penny mentioned in her comments at the
start of this email that Sandi Smith is retiring on
July 8. The Wardens invite you to contribute to
a purse to express our gratitude for Sandi’s 19
years of committed service on the staff team at St. Christopher’s and Open
Doors. If you wish to contribute, please direct your gift to St. Christopher’s
and mark your contribution “Sandi Smith Retirement.” Thank you!

www.stcb.ca
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On this Sunday we gave thanks for the lives of:

• Liam Byrnes, dear son of Chris & Jilann, special brother of Henry & Brendan.
• Luella & Jack Lumley, loved parents, in-laws, and grandparents of Jilann,
Chris, Henry & Brendan Byrnes.
• Murray Millar, loved husband of Betty Anne.
• James & Irene MacDonald, parents of Betty Anne Millar.
• Nicky Youseman, much loved wife of Ian. Her heart touched the life of others
and so will live on forever.
• Wendy Ernst, remembered with love, by Dave and family.
from St. Christopher’s Church community.
May God’s favour and blessing travel with you
during the coming year.
Jane Brady
Sophie Dermentjian
Vickie Houston
Tom Bibby
Barb Roberts
Penelope Yott
Brian Harper

Margaret Parker
Heather Rector
Ryan Stanners
Barb Pentilchuk
Robert Robinson
Betty Ferguson
John Wolak

Robin Brooks
Kayden George
Bob Goodwin
John Smith
Sandi Smith
Jennifer Turpin

Happy Anniversary from
St. Christopher’s Church community.
With God’s blessing we wish you every joy, as
you journey through life together.
Bob & Fran Taylor		
Larry & Denise Novak		
Sarah Brodie & Arne Rickert
Andrew & Pamela Elmhirst
Malcolm & Peggy Harris		
Deborah & Arthur Portelli

52
12
9
11
56
39

Donation Opportunities
If you would like to donate to St. Christopher’s, there are several options:
1 Mail us a cheque (we are bringing in the mail frequently). Please never mail
cash.
2 Go to stcb.ca and choose “Donate” (top right). Options there include:
a Regular offerings by pre-authorized payment from your bank account or by
Visa.
b Special gifts, such as memorials or gifts to be directed to a particular ministry,
by Visa or Mastercard. Be sure to specify where your gift should be credited.
3 E-transfer from your bank account to this email address: acctg@stcb.ca
4 Phone the church and leave a message for staff to call you back - we
can receive your credit card information over the phone and process the
transaction.
If you no longer wish to receive emails from St. Christopher’s, please reply to this email with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.

