
Advent 2
December 4, 2022  |  9.30 am

 The Rev. Canon Dr. Penny Anderson  - Rector
 Sarah Layman - Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry
 David Montgomery - Pastoral Associate
 Andy Elmhirst  -  Director of Music

All CONSUMING



Thank you for being here this morning! We hope that this will be a 
meaningful time of worship for you. Please be assured that we are 
continuously evaluating and adapting our liturgical customs and hygiene 
practices to protect the health and safety of all. 

About the Service 

Everything you need for the service can be found in this booklet and large 
print copies are also available. You may take this service bulletin home with 
you or discard it in the blue box as you exit. It will not be re-used. 

Children & Families 

Church School is available today for children aged 4 and older. Parents, 
please bring your children to church - they will be invited to meet Sarah 
Layman at the front for their own GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) 
programming. Children will then return to you at the time of the Peace. Care 
is available this morning for infants newborn to age 3 in Granny’s Place. 
Please just ask one of our greeters if you need assistance finding your way 
there.

Audio Loop 

If you use a hearing aid with a “T” setting, you can take advantage of our 
audio loop in the main section (Nave) of the church. 

“Collection” 

We don’t pass the collection plate at St. Christopher’s. Instead, if you wish to 
make a financial contribution to support our ministries, there are donation 
boxes just inside the door into the worship space. 

Communion 

All are invited to share in the Holy Eucharist. 

Please remain seated until you are invited up the centre aisle by the greeter. 
When it’s your turn, please hold out your hands and the communion minister 
will drop the wafer into your hands (without touching you). Once you have 
received the wafer, you may wait to receive the wine, or you may return to 
your seat by the side aisle. If you are not comfortable receiving the bread or 
wine, you can come forward to receive a blessing - just cross your arms over 
your chest; the priest will pray for God’s blessing on you (without touching 
you). If you require gluten-free bread, please ask the communion minister.

Welcome to St. Christopher’s



General COVID-19 Protocols 

Mask use is strongly encouraged.

We encourage you to sanitize your hands frequently and there is sanitizer in 
many places throughout the church. 

You may signal your preference to share the Peace in a distanced manner by 
crossing your arms over your chest, or by raising your hands, palms together. 
We ask you to check with your neighbours before making physical contact at 
the Peace.

Spending Time Together after the Service 

Coffee hour can take place in the ways we are used to enjoying coffee hour.  
Those staying for coffee are free to mingle and enjoy one another’s company 
unmasked. 

Blessings 

None of us comes to church by accident and each of us brings the rest of 
our lives with us. No matter what joys, burdens or dilemmas you bring with 
you today, we pray that this time will be a gift to you; that God’s grace will 
touch you with hope and energy to live your life with greater depth, integrity, 
compassion, and courage.

Canon Penny Anderson
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Advent is a season of anticipation and preparation. This year at St. 
Christopher’s we are investigating our identities as consumers. We’re 
untangling some of the overt and tacit commitments that press upon us at 
this time of year. And we’re looking to the themes of Advent to help us find 
clarity and to enrich our spiritual practice. Week by week, we will unclutter 
the front of the church to reveal symbols that speak to us of God’s humble 
entry into our world in the child of Bethlehem.

December 4, 2022
9.30 am   Holy Eucharist

 Rector:  Canon Penny Anderson
 Pastoral Associate:  David Montgomery
 Director of Music:  Andy Elmhirst

Prelude

Ave Maria J.S. Bach and Charles Gounod

Announcements & Welcome Canon Penny Anderson

Land Acknowledgement 
We gather for worship on the territory of the Anishinaabeg, the Haudenosaunee, 
and the Métis peoples. As part of our commitment to learning about our role in 
reconciliation we have been reading through the 94 Calls to Action that were 
included in the 2015 Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Report. 
The seventy-fourth calls upon the federal government to work with the churches 
and Indigenous community leaders to inform the families of children who died 
at residential schools of the child’s burial location, and to respond to families’ 
wishes for appropriate commemoration ceremonies and markers, and reburial 
in home communities where requested. With respect, may we join our voices 
with those calling for this action to be implemented.
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Signposts of Advent
One We are reminded of the prophets who trusted in God in the dark 

days and looked forward to the coming of Christ.

All “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them a light has 
shined.” 

 (Isaiah 9:2) 

Presider Living God, we give thanks for the faithful prophets of every age. 
We pray that we might hear the prophets of our time calling us to 
turn away from overconsumption. May we embrace the coming 
of Jesus with patient attentiveness to our task of bearing light in a 
darkened world.

All Amen. 

Please stand

Opening Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Blue book #103

The Gathering of the Community 
Presider Amidst the anticipation and exhilaration  

that the coming weeks will bring, 
 the busyness and commitments that press upon us,
 God invites us to watch and wait  

for the one who is coming into the world.
All Christ is coming to make all things new.

Presider We gather, bringing our joyful anticipation of Christmas 
 and our anxiety about meeting the expectations of the season.
All Christ is coming to make all things new.

Presider We come with our hopes of justice and equity for all, 
 and our uncertainty about how to play our part.
All Christ is coming to make all things new.

Presider We are buoyed by our certainty that there is enough for all, 
 and mired in concern that our extravagance imperils the planet.
All Christ is coming to make all things new.

Presider We anticipate with joy God’s arrival among us as a vulnerable infant, 
 humbled that God affirms our worth in this gift.
All God invites us to watch and wait  

for the one who is coming into the world.
 Christ is coming to make all things new.
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The Collect of the Day
Presider Generous God,
 who sent your servant John the Baptist
 to prepare your people to welcome your anointed one, 
 assist us with your grace
 to prepare ourselves for the arrival of Christ in our midst,
 that our watchful attention
 will give way to joyful participation
 in the new society you are creating;
 through Jesus Christ,
 in the power of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

Hearing God’s Word
Please be seated.

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah (11.1-10) Read by Amy Collard

 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    the spirit of counsel and might,
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
    or decide by what his ears hear;
 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
    and a little child shall lead them.
 The cow and the bear shall graze,
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
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 They will not hurt or destroy
    on all my holy mountain;
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.

 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Reader Holy Word, Holy Wisdom.
All Thanks be to God.

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (3.1-12)
Please stand.

Reader May God be with you.
All And also with you. 

Reader The Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Jesus Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.” ’
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.’

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says,

Reader The Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to you, O Jesus Christ.
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Please be seated

Sermon Canon Penny

Silence for Reflection

Anthem: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)

Violin: Audrey Chan
Flute: Bev Wilson

 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
 announces that the Lord is nigh;
 awake and hearken, for he brings
 glad tidings of the King of kings.

 Then cleansed be every heart from sin;
 make straight the way of God within.
 And let each heart prepare a home,
 where such a mighty guest may come.

 All praise the Son eternally,
 whose advent sets his people free,
 whom with the Father we adore
 and spirit blest for evermore.

 Amen.

 Charles Coffin (1676-1749)
 Tr. John Chandler (1806-1876)

Affirmation of Faith
Please stand

Presider  Let us affirm our faith:

All  We trust in God who is with us in everything;
 God of unconditional love, cloaked in mystery;
 Star-maker whose bright light illumines our darkness.

 We encounter God in the vulnerability of Jesus
 who, in showing us the way of love,
 was rejected and vilified by our darkness. 
 The fire of God’s love could not be quenched by the darkness,
 and so the radiance of Jesus’ love touches our hearts,
 reviving the weary and despairing,
 healing the wounded and broken,
 stirring the satisfied and complacent.
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All We walk with God,
 guided by the light of the Holy Spirit
 who speaks into the shadows of our hearts, 
 coaxing us away from the false promises of commercialism.

 We wait for God;
 for the emerging new society,
 for the time when fear no longer drives our world,
 when creation is restored to wholeness
 and God’s peace dwells in our hearts.
 Amen.

The Prayers of the People Led by Winston Tinglin

Confession & Absolution 
Presider In these busy and fragmented days,
 God’s gentle invitation beckons,
 reminding us that joy, love and wonder 
 are the fabric of our souls.
 Come, let us attend to this call.

 Silence

All God, we wait before you with our fears, our anxieties,
 our regrets and frustrations, our shame and confusion.
 We wait with impatience; 
 rushing to prepare for festivities,
 forgetting and distorting what we are anticipating.
 We have not left the space in our lives to prepare our hearts.
 God, help us to wait in peace,
 to wait in faith with open hearts.

Presider In the midst of our brokenness and busyness,
 God grants us a resting place for our over-burdened hearts.
 The healing love of God dispels the darkness!
 Be set free to watch with expectation
 for the one coming into the world.
 Be attuned to God’s heartbeat 
 as our fears are named and our souls are unbound
 by the Light that shines in the darkness. Amen.
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The Peace
The presider addresses the people.

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
All And also with you.

The members of the community offer signs of peace to one another from a 
safe distance.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Offertory Hymn: Where Jordan Cuts the Wilderness Blue book #105

The Prayer over the Gifts
Presider O holy one
 who baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with fire,
 nourish us at your table,
 that we might join your work in the world;
 through Jesus Christ,
 in the power of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Presider May God be with you.
All And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Living God.

Presider Let us give thanks to the God of the universe.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Presider We praise you O God
 because you are always faithful.
 Across the generations
 you have drawn near to your people:
 Sarah laughed; Jacob wrestled;
 Rahab strategized; Moses turned aside;
 Miriam danced; Deborah commanded;
 David reigned; Elijah anointed;
 Elizabeth embraced; Mary said yes.
 Through the ages
 the path of your loving care 
 has crossed the paths of 
 countless others 
 whose names are known to you.
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Presider They too have responded to the pull of your love
 and we celebrate the ways that, with them,
 you have changed the world.
 With them we join in the song of all creation:

All Weber

Presider Now send your Spirit 
 to rest upon your people gathered here,
 that our hearts may come alive
 when we hear your call to watch,
 to remain awake, 
 and to prepare the way
 for the one who comes
 to set our world to rights.
 By the same Spirit
 sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,
 that they may be for us the body and blood
 of your beloved one, Jesus Christ;
 who, at supper with his friends, took bread, gave you thanks,
 broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
 “Take, eat: this is my body given for you;
 do this to remember me.”

 After supper he took the cup.
 Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his friends, saying:
 “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
 As often as you drink it, do this to remember me.”
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Presider Therefore we proclaim our hope:
All Weber

Presider Draw near to those who are trapped
 serving an economic system
 that dehumanizes them
 and holds their families in suffering.
 Breathe your liberating Spirit
 upon all whose lives are diminished
 by the decisions of those who benefit 
 when they labour in unsafe conditions
 and live in environments that are
 degraded or permanently damaged. 
 Breathe your emboldening Spirit
 upon the comfortable ones 
 who benefit from a system 
 that imprisons so many in hopelessness.
 Renew your call to justice:
 raise up a community of those
 who are captivated by your vision
 of a new society — 
 where the earth’s produce is justly shared,
 where all are brought into the centre of your loving care,
 and where we rejoice in one another’s flourishing.
 Create us anew
 that we each may reflect the fullness of your image in our lives,
 O Trinity of peace and love.
All  Weber
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Presider We pray as Jesus taught us: 
All  Hass

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider Christ’s body is broken,
All that our brokenness may be healed.

Invitation
Presider This is the table of the Living God,
 ready for those who love God
 and those who want to love God more.

 So come,
 you who have much faith
 and you who have little,
 you who have been here often
 and you who have never been before,
 You who have tried to follow Jesus
 and you who have failed.

 Come, because it is Christ who invites us 
 to meet him here.

Please be seated.

All are invited to share in the Holy Eucharist. Please remain seated until you are 
invited up the centre aisle by the greeter. If you require gluten-free bread, please ask 
the priest. 
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Songs During Communion
O Come, Divine Messiah Blue book #95

Joy Shall Come Blue book #104 

Please stand

Prayer after Communion
Presider Faithful God,
 we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly food. 
 Help us always to hear the prophet’s call
 to turn our hearts to you;
 through Jesus Christ,
 in the power of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

Closing Hymn: There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Blue book #106

Blessing 

Postlude
Sleepers, Awake! J.S. Bach



A Charlie Brown Christmas
Sun, Dec. 4 | 1.30 pm | Church of the Resurrection

435 Mohawk Road West, Hamilton

Carol Service and Tree Lighting 
 Sunday, December 11 | 4.30pm

Blue Christmas
Tuesday, December 13 | 7.00pm

	 A	quiet,	reflective	celebration	of	Christmas

Seniors’ Christmas Lunch
Thursday, December 15 | 12.00noon

Reservations	required	–	beginning	December	1	online

Community Christmas Supper
Tuesday, December 20 | 6.00pm

Reservations	required	–	beginning	December	1	online

Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, December 24

 4.00pm  | Family
 6.00pm  | Contemporary
 8.00pm  | Traditional 

Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25 | 9.00am

The Visit of the Magi
Sunday, January 1 | 10.00am

St.	Christopher’s	Anglican	Church
662	Guelph	Line,	Burlington	ON	L7R	3M8		|		905.634.1809		|		www.stcb.ca



662 Guelph Line, Burlington ON L7R 3M8  |  905.634.1809  |  www.stcb.ca

We are a dynamic, inclusive, diverse community 
rooted in the life-giving, life-affirming, life-changing love of God 

reaching beyond ourselves 
caring for creation 

making a difference with others.


